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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

State Water Project

GM Deshmukh, AGM Zinke, SRI Officer Crosson and staff visited the upper watershed of the Feather
River, the headwaters of the State Water Project. They met with representatives of Blue Forest, the US
Forest Service and the Watershed Network to learn about projects and efforts to restore the watershed
and improve forest resiliency and water quality.

LAt

The Press Office coordinated an interview between Bay-Delta Initiatives’ Kristin White and the Water
Research Foundation for their Western Water magazine about subsidence on the California Aqueduct
and efforts to address the issue, including proposed solutions and potential funding sources.

Local
The Press Office responded to a request from Newsweek regarding California’s preparedness for
flood control in anticipation of El Nifio, including Diamond Valley Lake.

Protect public health, the regional economy, and Metropolitan’s assets

Federal Legislative Activities

The Washington, DC, Legislative staff are closely monitoring the FY 2027 appropriations process.
Lawmakers could not reach a deal on federal agency funding before the fiscal year ended on

September 30. Instead, a short-term continuing resolution funding the government at FY 2026 levels until
December 11 was enacted on September 2.
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State Legislative Activities
For the month of September, all eyes were focused on the Governor, as legislators and stakeholders
await the fates of their priority policy issues.

Regarding our State Water Project policy priorities, SB 952 was signed into law providing additional
flexibility for DWR clean energy procurement and SB 872 was vetoed which would establish a fund to
support long-term subsidence and Delta levee repairs. While the SB 872 veto is disappointing, this
year’s budget does include $30 million for subsidence to address short-term repair needs. Long-term
funding solutions for subsidence will continue to be a priority in the coming years.

Some other notable vetoes include AB 1894, which sought to balance imported water deliveries with
invasive mussel control, and AB 2739 and SB 1125, which were two bills that would have set up a
funding and policy framework for low-income rate assistance. In addition, AB 1881 and AB 2218 which
sought to increase protections for tribal cultural resources and provide compensation for past injustices,
were both vetoed by the Governor.

With the topic of artificial intelligence and its vast implications for reshaping our future elevating
interests, Governor Newsom issued an executive order to accelerate independent oversight and advance
the creation of “kill switches™ as part of California’s strong Al safety framework. The Governor has
called on a group of experts to guide the development of this important work.

Pure Water Southern California

Community Relations staff continued engagement and coordination efforts to raise awareness of the
proposed Pure Water Southern California program. Staff hosted tours of the Grace F. Napolitano Pure
Water Southern California Innovation Center for members of the public, the California Water
Environment Association Los Angeles Basin Section, AECOM, the 2028 California Water Plan
Advisory Committee, and the Northern California Water Association.

Chair Ortega and GM Deshmukh welcomed California Environmental Protection Agency Secretary
Yana Garcia and Deputy Secretary of Communications Kate Folmar to the Innovation Center. Highlights
from the visit were filmed by Deputy Secretary Folmar and shared on the CalEPA social media channels.
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‘ . | California Environmental Protection Agency Secretary Yana Garcia and
Deputy Secretary of Communications Kate Folmar

@ @califoriaenvironmentalpr

Protecting California's

Metropolitan’s Infrastructure

Member Services and Public Outreach staff hosted Metropolitan’s second annual public facility tour
and first public tour of the Robert B. Diemer Water Treatment Plant in Yorba Linda. Community
members received an inside look at how their water is treated, as well as the people, facilities, and
expertise behind delivering reliable water across Southern California. The tour supports
Metropolitan’s commitment to transparency and community engagement by providing an
opportunity to answer questions, share information about Metropolitan’s work, and help the public
better understand the water they rely on every day.
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To close out Water Quality Month, Media Services created a “Kinda
Chic”-style video, playing off the trend, showcasing the steps
Metropolitan takes to safeguard our drinking water.

Media Services prepared a presentation for GM Deshmukh’s meeting
with the Los Angeles County Civil Grand Jury, focusing on
Metropolitan’s role in the region, regional water infrastructure, and
efforts to ensure reliability for member agencies and the communities
they serve.

Media Services developed updated public outreach materials, including
signage and postcards for Diamond Valley Lake and Lake Skinner, to raise awareness about the
impacts of invasive mussels and boating/inspection requirements to limit their spread.

Partner with interested parties and the communities we serve

Legislative Services

Legislative Services staff provided a comprehensive update to Senator Henry Stern’s field
representatives covering the Delta Conveyance Project, Colorado River negotiations, SB 872, the
Sepulveda Feeder Pump Stations Project, and Metropolitan’s public outreach initiatives such as the
“Landscaping After a Fire” brochure and the Can’t Beat the Tap campaign.

Metropolitan sponsored, and Legislative Services staff participated in the Association of Water
Agencies of Ventura County Annual Member and Elected Officials Reception and the Valley
Industry and Commerce Association’s Local Officeholders Luncheon.
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The team participated in business advocacy forums and legislative committees for numerous
organizations, including the West Ventura County Business Alliance, CoOLAB WHEEL, Carson
Chamber, BIZFED, Greater Conejo Chamber, Simi Valley Chamber, Redondo Beach Chamber,
Orange County Business Council, and the San Diego Regional Chamber. Staff provided updates on
Metropolitan priorities including Prop. 4 funding, Colorado River negotiations, the Delta
Conveyance Project, and state legislative developments.

Media Services, Creative Design, and Graphic Services

Media Services finalized and distributed the fifth edition of Inside Met—
the August/September issue—to employees, in both digital and print
formats. This issue focuses on the Power Operations Team and Power
Line Specialists, and highlights staff who attended World Cup games this
summer.

Media Services supported the GM with a memo to staff recognizing the
25™ anniversary of the September 11, 2001, terror attacks. The team also
prepared commendations for San Diego County Water Authority Chair
Nick Serrano and the Western Science Center’s 20" anniversary, along
with a board resolution for former Director Thai Viet Phan who
represented the City of Santa Ana.

The Creative Design Team supported other groups with a variety of
graphics, writing, and communication requests. The team completed work
on a new handout for Facility Access Identification Requirements to
strengthen security protocols for visitors to critical infrastructure. The
team also designed materials for inspection trips, the Annual Shutdown
Report, HR Benefits Guide, cover design for the Infrastructure Resiliency
Plan, and materials for the 50
anniversary celebration for the Skinner
Water Treatment Plant. Additional

: materials were created for Business
Facility Access  § M Outreach for the October MetWorks
Identification 3 \ X /)| networking event in Carson. A new logo
Requirements 1Y was designed, and a report template

FOR INSPECTORS & VISITING PERSONNEL created, for the Office of the General Counsel’s monthly board
Protecting Critical Water Infrastructure repo t.

{
I

Why We Verify [dentity

Water treatment and conveyance facilities are designated critical
infrastructure under applicable federal law and homeland security
guidance, including frameworks issued by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Seeurity and the Cvhersscurity and Infrastructure Security
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Member Services and Public Outreach

Member Services and Public Outreach staff coordinated a visit for
representatives of the Northern California Water Association’s Sacramento
Valley Colloquium, including meetings with Metropolitan senior
leadership and tours of the Jensen Water Treatment Plant, Headquarters,
and Pure Water Southern California. The visit provided an opportunity to
share information about Metropolitan’s operations, regional water issues, and the response to golden
mussels, while strengthening relationships with water partners in Northern California.
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Education Programs
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The Education team participated in the third season of the California Environmental Education
Foundation’s (CEEF) Summer Teacher Institute. Based on teacher surveys, the CEEF Board shared
that the most recent institutes, hosted and sponsored by Metropolitan, were the strongest in the
program’s past decade. Staff also participated in the quarterly meeting of the California Regional
Environmental Education Community Network. a California Department of Education program that
supports environmental literacy partnerships and educator professional learning. To prepare for the
upcoming year, staff participated in the California Department of Water Resources education
coordinators’ meeting with twenty representatives from across the state.

The Education team continued their work with colleges to promote careers in the water industry. At
Cal Poly Pomona, staff served as guest speakers for approximately 40 students and faculty during a
career panel hosted by the student chapter of the California Water Environment Association-
American Water Works Association. Topics included water reuse, careers, and Metropolitan
initiatives. The Education team was also featured on the Water Energy Education Alliance’s social
media platforms and in its annual report, highlighting Metropolitan’s commitment to water-industry
career pathways.
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Staff began planning for the fifth cohort of the Water Engineering 4 Good competition, with an
expanded focus on water reuse. Additionally, the Traveling Art Gallery continued installations at
member and retail agencies throughout the service area.

Community Partnering Program

The Community Partnering Program sponsored the Bob Baker
Marionette Theater’s 12th Annual Bob Baker Day. The free community
celebration held at the Los Angeles Historic Park reached thousands of
attendees. Metropolitan provided an interactive presentation highlighting
the importance of making every drop count, encouraging attendees to
take a pledge to become official “Water Wise Kids.” Metropolitan hosted
a water conservation resource booth and supported the event’s water refill
station with essential supplies and signage, reinforcing Metropolitan’s
commitment to sustainability, education, and community engagement.

Inspection Trips Program

The 2026-2027 inspection trips season launched in mid-September. The
team led a State Water Project inspection trip for Directors Ackerman and =4 | ) ¥
Seckel and a strategic Hoover-Colorado River Aqueduct inspection trip & oM
for Water Education for Latino Leaders. The team is working with :
directors and member agency staff to finalize plans for the upcoming inspection trips.

Director Seckel and guests at the Feather River Fish Hatchery Water Education for Latino Leaders at Hoover Dam
near Lake Oroville
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Community Relations in Metropolitan’s Service Area

The Community Relations team continued proactive communications and coordination to support
operational activities, system maintenance, and upcoming construction projects. Staff worked with local
agencies, residents, partner organizations, and internal project teams regarding planned activities at the
Sepulveda Feeder, Foothill Pump Station, Holland Road Storm Drain Improvements, and Garvey
Reservoir Rehabilitation Stage 1. Staff also met with the City of Rolling Hills Estates regarding planned
activities at Palos Verdes Reservoir and discussed community outreach needs.

Staff continued extensive coordination for the upcoming Sepulveda Feeder Rehabilitation Reach 2
project, working with local jurisdictions, businesses, and other stakeholders to provide advance
information about construction activities and potential traffic and access impacts. Community Relations,
Engineering, and Legislative Services briefed Inglewood Councilmember (and Metropolitan Director)
Gloria Gray on the upcoming Sepulveda Feeder PCCP Rehabilitation Project. Staft provided an
overview of expected construction impacts with participation from West Basin MWD’s Water Policy and
Resources leadership. Staff met with the Torrance Refinery to discuss proposed traffic control and
access during construction and coordinated with affected jurisdictions to support outreach and identify
potential mitigation measures.

In preparation for upcoming work, staff reviewed project areas and potential community impacts. Staff
remained responsive to community needs by addressing residents’ inquiries and providing timely
information regarding upcoming work and anticipated impacts.

Community Relations in the Palo Verde Valley

Staff represented Metropolitan at community-focused meetings in the Palo Verde Valley, including
the Community Improvement Fund and the Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID) board meeting.
The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) and Community Enhancement Collaborative (CEC)
met in mid-September to reaffirm prior agendas, minutes, and decisions. Both the CEC and CAC are
now conducting meetings under the Brown Act.

To help Metropolitan determine how to vote in the upcoming PVID election for the two open board
seats, staff coordinated candidate interviews with Metropolitan directors. The successful candidates
were Chad Elliot and incumbent Grant Chaffin.

Community Relations staff remain actively engaged with farmers, residents, and local stakeholders,
fostering meaningful conversations and strengthening long-term relationships. Staff continues to
highlight Metropolitan’s commitment to the region and promote available grant funding
opportunities for residents, small business owners, and municipalities.
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Information
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Award-winning Work

1st Place — Water: Operations & Infrastructure
Lake Mathews Gate Repair

2nd Place — Water: Conservation & Sustainability
Jeff Parker Collaboration

2nd Place - Social Media Campaign or Series
“High-Precision Irrigation Water Delivery Specialist” Series

3rd Place — Social Media: Short Form (under 60 seconds)
Admin Professionals Day



2026 Water Stewardship Colloquium

Year-long leadership journey, including learning about
water management in Southern California

Building Relationships

Northern
California
Water
Association
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Upper
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Updates
Inspection

Trips

Trip Planning Reminders

Registration deadline: 30 days before trip
Improvements to registration process
Upcoming changes

Reminder: Submit outstanding trip requests by Oct. 30









