






























































































































































Bay-Delta Policy Objectives 
● Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water Approach
● Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals Established
in the Delta Reform Act
● Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change 

Bay-Delta Policy Framework
Science and Watershed 

Management 
Water Supply Reliability 

and Resilience 
Partnerships and 

Cost-Effective Investments 

Protect and restore aquatic 
species and habitats based on 
best available science 

Protect water supply 
reliability and quality while 
reducing reliance consistent 
with the Delta Reform Act 

Maintain and pursue cost-
effective financial 
investments 

Partner in watershed-wide 
approaches to develop 
comprehensive solutions 

Invest in actions that provide 
seismic and climate resiliency 

Foster broad and inclusive 
engagement of Delta interests 
and beneficiaries 

Advance responsible 
stewardship of Metropolitan’s 
Delta islands 

Seek flexible operations, 
water management actions, 
and infrastructure solutions 

Promote innovative and 
multi-benefit initiatives 
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Bay-Delta Policy Objectives 

Objective 1: Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water 
Approach 

Supplies from the Bay-Delta watershed are integral to implementing Metropolitan’s One Water 
Approach, an integrated planning and implementation approach to managing finite water 
resources for long-term resilience and reliability, meeting both community and ecosystem 
needs.  Bay-Delta supplies are foundational to the One Water approach as they meet demands 
in Metropolitan’s service area and acts as source water for local supply projects such as water 
recycling and groundwater basin replenishment.  

Objective 2: Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals 
Established in the Delta Reform Act1 

Metropolitan supports the coequal goals established in the Delta Reform Act of (1) providing a 
more reliable water supply for California and (2) protecting, restoring, and enhancing 
the Delta ecosystem. Ongoing statewide and regional investments in ecosystem restoration, 
flood control, water supplies. multi-benefit projects in the Bay-Delta, and upstream watersheds 
are essential to building and maintaining resilient water supplies from the Bay-Delta. Effective 
implementation of state policies related to reduced reliance, water use efficiency, the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, and initiatives such as the governor’s Water 
Resilience Portfolio will be essential. Likewise, additional funding and permitting efficiencies 
can help expedite regional and local supply development, and projects that supply ecologically 
beneficial flows in the Bay-Delta or Bay-Delta watershed. 

Objective 3: Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change 
Climate change is impacting California’s water resources: sea levels are rising, snowpack is 
decreasing, and water temperatures are increasing. Droughts are expected to become more 
frequent and more severe, and storm intensities are expected to increase. These climate 
change trends are anticipated to continue, posing a prolonged threat to the Bay-Delta and 
Metropolitan’s water supplies. An integrated federal, state, regional, and local approach to 
developing and managing water supply programs and projects is critical to managing for the 
future with climate change impacts that are occurring.  As climate conditions and science 
continue to evolve, Metropolitan supports the use and development of additional analyses, 
tools, and actions, including actions to reduce emissions consistent with Metropolitan’s Climate 
Action Plan. 

1 As described in Public Resources Code § 29702 
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Bay-Delta Policy Framework 

Policy Area 1: Science and Watershed Management 

1A Protect and restore aquatic species and habitats based on best available science 
Sustainable and resilient water supplies rely, in part, on the health of the Delta ecosystem. As 
populations of native aquatic wildlife continue to trend downward, rigorous and peer reviewed 
science protects the environment and Metropolitan’s water supply by supporting informed 
decision-making.  

Examples include2: Metropolitan staff authored papers on topics including Delta Smelt 
Habitat, Salmon Growth, and Delta Stressors, the Lower Yolo Tidal Marsh Restoration 
Project, and participation in the Collaborative Science and Adaptive Management 
Program and inter-agency consultations on coordinated long term operations of the 
State Water and Central Valley Projects. 

1B Partner in watershed-wide approaches to develop comprehensive solutions 
With much of the state’s water supply originating in the mountains, the health and 
management of the upper watersheds are critically important to California’s water quality and 
water supply.  

Examples include2: potential partnerships and opportunities in the upper watershed 
focused on the long-term potential for climate change adaptation (including 
adjustments for loss of snowpack), reduction in the impacts of variable precipitation 
patterns on runoff, and improvements in water quality and water temperature. 

1C Advance responsible stewardship of Metropolitan’s Delta islands 
The Delta Islands provide a unique opportunity for research, innovation, and collaboration with 
other stakeholders to develop sustainable strategies for Delta land use and environmental 
stewardship. Staff is engaged in specific processes and opportunities for responsible long-term 
stewardship of Metropolitan’s Delta islands properties. Further advancements on 
Metropolitan’s Delta Islands would comport with both the Bay-Delta Policy Framework and the 
Board’s adopted Climate Action Plan. Examples related to Metropolitan Bay-Delta Islands do 
not imply or authorize a particular use of the islands and future actions related to the islands 
will be consistent with Board direction as informed by deliberation of the Real Property and 
Asset Management Committee. 

Examples include2: levee enhancements that protect the freshwater pathways to the 
State Water Project south-Delta pumps, pilot projects and scientific investigations to 
evaluate strategies for carbon sequestration, floating organic marshes that can support 
sensitive fish species, sustainable agriculture that halts or reverses subsidence, 
experiments to improve measurement of water diversions and water use, compensatory 
mitigation, habitat restoration for native aquatic species, native fish species 
preservation, and reduction in stressors affecting state and federal listed fish species. 

2 The examples found within this document are not an exhaustive list and do not reflect nor constitute a formal board action on a given project. 
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Policy Area 2: Water Supply Reliability and Resilience 

2A Protect water supply reliability and quality while reducing reliance consistent with the 
Delta Reform Act3 
Two of the core tenets of Metropolitan’s mission statement are to provide reliable and high-
quality water supplies to its service area. The Delta is a major pathway for the source of water 
for most of the state and the sustainability of Delta water supplies is a critical element of 
Southern California’s water reliability. This reliability is protected through science-based 
regulatory frameworks, long term water supply planning, collaborative partnerships, pursuing 
water supply infrastructure solutions while reducing reliance on the Delta consistent with the 
Delta Reform Act.  

Delta water quality should be protected for public health and managing salinity. Measures that 
reduce the salinity of Delta supplies will help meet regional salinity objectives of urban and 
agricultural agencies throughout California. This includes benefits to Metropolitan’s service 
area to enhance management of Southern California groundwater basins and to develop 
additional recycled water.   

Examples include2: Water supply and quality initiatives including new Delta conveyance, 
Voluntary Agreements to implement State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality 
regulations, Delta Regional Monitoring Program, CV-SALTS, and Delta Nutrient Research 
Plan 

2B Invest in actions that provide seismic and climate resiliency 
Earthquakes in the Delta region, sea level rise and subsidence can result in levee failure and 
saltwater intrusion into the Delta from the San Francisco Bay and the ocean. Changing weather 
patterns will result in longer periods of drought and more intense storms and storm periods. 
Resiliency requires continued participation and investment in actions including flood 
emergency planning, levee improvements, water storage, and water supply management. 

Examples include2: the DWR/USACE Delta Flood Emergency Integration Plan, the 
Governor’s Water Resilience Portfolio, and new storage and conveyance projects. 

2C Seek flexible operations, water management actions, and infrastructure solutions 
Current operations of the State Water Project and Central Valley Project facilities are subject to 
prescriptive flow and other regulatory standards. Metropolitan staff is working with partners to 
advance technology and monitoring that could be used to develop more effective water project 
operations that are protective of aquatic wildlife, with the support of new technological 
capabilities and better real-time information systems.  

Examples include2: Improved atmospheric river and runoff forecasting, forecast-informed 
reservoir operations, improved fish monitoring, including steelhead, artificial intelligence, 
modeling of aquatic wildlife behavior, improved rapid genetic testing of salvaged 
salmonids, and the use of true adaptive management and structured decision-making 
processes. 

3 As described in California Water Code § 85021 
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Policy Area 3: Partnerships and Cost-Effective Investments 

3A Maintain and pursue cost-effective financial investments 
Completion and maintenance of large multi-benefit water supply projects require partnership 
and multiple funding sources to be cost-effective. Advancing partnerships and seeking multiple 
funding sources can offset or reduce expenditures associated with climate change adaptation 
for water supply and other public benefits, which are instrumental to future Metropolitan 
water supply reliability. 

Examples include2: repair of California Aqueduct subsidence, new Delta conveyance, 
Sites Reservoir, Pure Water and other local and regional projects.  

3B Foster broad and inclusive engagement of Delta interests and beneficiaries 
The Bay-Delta is a lifeline to multiple entities with diverse interests including tribes, public 
water agencies, local, state and federal agencies, non-governmental organizations, underserved 
communities, environmental justice groups and agricultural interests. Metropolitan embraces a 
proactive approach to seeking and sustaining engagement with all communities to foster new 
perspectives on Bay-Delta related issues and identify additional opportunities for collaboration. 

Examples include2: Engaging in the development of a Community Benefits Program for 
the Delta Conveyance Project, participating in the multi-interest Collaborative Science 
and Adaptive Management Program, opportunities for projects on Metropolitan’s Delta 
Islands, participating in State Water Project Contractors, serving on the Delta Protection 
Commission Advisory Committee, participating in the Plumas Watershed Forum, and 
Sites Reservoir Committee and subcommittee engagement. 

3C Promote innovative and multi-benefit initiatives 
The Delta region is at the intersection of many social, political, environmental and climate 
related factors. As a result, Delta issues are significantly complex, with a significant degree of 
uncertainty given the range of physical and biological factors that are involved. Metropolitan 
recognizes that new technologies and approaches are needed to address current and future 
challenges in the Bay-Delta. 

Examples include2: Collaborative and innovative solutions including the use of structured 
decision making, environmental DNA to detect aquatic species, the Reorienting to 
Salmon Recovery effort, the Bouldin Island Levee Setback Project, and the Delta Smelt 
and Native Species Preservation Project.  
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One Water and Adaptation Committee

Review of Adopted
Bay-Delta Policies

Item 6a
August 17, 2026
Presenter: Nina Hawk
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Item 6a
Review of 
Adopted 

Bay-Delta 
Policies

Subject
Review of Adopted Bay-Delta Policies

Purpose
To provide a review of the current Bay-Delta Policies which were 
adopted by Metropolitan’s Board in October 2022. Due to current 
conditions in the Delta, recent deliberations at the Board, as well 
as changes to Board membership, Directors requested staff to 
review the Bay-Delta Policies.

Next Steps
Following Board discussion and feedback, staff will assess the need to 
make modifications to the existing policies. Should updates be required, 
staff will develop additional steps for Board engagement to consider 
when implementing updates to the Bay-Delta Policies.
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Bay-Delta 
Policies

Overview

What – Three policy objectives and nine policy areas

 

Why – To provide clear board direction to staff related 
to Bay-Delta activities

When – A revision and restatement of policies was 
adopted by the Board in October 2022

Previous policies were spread out among several board 
actions from the mid 1990s and 2000s
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Bay-Delta Policies Development Milestones

District-Wide 
Staff Review

Fall/Winter
2021

Board Policy 
Workshop

Spring
2022

Policy Profile 
Development

Summer
2021

Board Request 
for Update

Spring
2021
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Bay-Delta Policies Development Milestones

District-Wide 
Staff Review

Fall/Winter
2021

Board Policy 
Workshop

Spring
2022

Draft Policy 
Framework

Summer
2022

Final Policies 
Adopted by Board

Fall
2022
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Bay-Delta Policy Objectives & Framework
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Bay-Delta 
Policies

Application
Examples

• Webb Tract Restoration Project 

• Upper Watershed Restoration

• Delta Conveyance

• Sites Reservoir
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Webb Tract 
Restoration 

Project

RiceWetlands

Ponds

Grasslands

Floating 
Peat
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Upper 
Watershed 
Restoration
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Delta 
Conveyance
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Sites 
Reservoir
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Board Letter
Attachment

Key Narratives and Examples
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Bay-Delta 
Policies

Next Steps

• Receive Board feedback on existing 
policies

• Modify policy objectives and framework 
according to Board direction
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Report on Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for Post-2026 Colorado River 
Operational Guidelines

One Water & Adaptation Committee

Item 6b

August 17, 2026

Presented by: Shanti Rosset

99



Item 6b
Report on Final 
Environmental 

Impact Statement 
for Post-2026 

Colorado River 
Operational 

Guidelines

Subject
Post-2026 Colorado River operations Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)
Purpose
Report on the Interior Department’s FEIS 
for operations of the Colorado River system 
reservoirs through 2036

Next Steps
Issuance of Record of Decision (ROD), 
2027-2028 operating guidelines, and 
finalization of related agreements
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H O W  O P E R A T I O N S  G E T  S E T

Three nested layers, from durable to annual

10-Year Framework 2027–2036

Durable principles and sideboards — protection of Glen Canyon Dam infrastructure, 
minimum and maximum annual releases from Lake Powell. Most durable

2-Year Operating Guidelines 2027–2028

The operational rule set — Powell release tiers, Mead shortage sharing, ICS terms 
— adopted every two years within the Framework. Renegotiated each cycle

Annual Operating Plan (AOP) EACH WATER YEAR

Yearly determinations — January 1 elevations, release forecasts and 
consultation triggers applied within the two-year rule set. Annual
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W H E R E  W E  A R E

A milestone, not the finish line

The FEIS has been issued. The ROD and 2027–2028 Operating Guidelines are expected imminently.

01
FEIS published

Notice of Availability in the Federal 
Register on July 31, 2026, with the 
Interior Department’s preferred 
alternative identified

ROD not yet signed

02
Start of WY 2027

Lake Powell operates on the Water Year 
(Oct 1–Sept 30)

Lake Mead operates on Calendar Year

→ Drives the Oct 1 deadline

03
August 24-Month Study

Will be used to set the 2027 Annual 
Operating Plan

Basis for 2027 AOP

In May, this committee heard that there was no seven-state consensus and that replacing the 2007 guidelines is “a 
fundamental reset.” The FEIS bears that out.
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W H A T  T H E  F E I S  A C T U A L L Y  D E C I D E S

From a fixed plan to an adaptive framework

2 0 2 3  A M B I T I O N

One fixed operating plan

A single 20–30-year strategy, set once, 
built on a seven-state consensus

→

F E I S  P R E F E R R E D  A L T E R N A T I V E

An adaptive framework to 
2036
10-yr decision framework with 
operating guidelines issued every 2 
years — unless the seven basin states 
reach a longer-term consensus 
agreement, which can be folded in

The takeaway:  near-continuous negotiation is now the operating reality of the river
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T H E  S I D E B O A R D S

The sideboards Reclamation must operate within

5–12
MAF / year

Lake Powell releases

Annual release range set for Powell

≤ 3
MAF

Lower Basin shortage

Maximum annual shortages 

8 / 3
MAF stored

Conserved storage

Up to 8 MAF in Mead, 3 MAF in 
Powell

Read these as the range of federal action — not as 2027 operations
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N E A R - T E R M :  W A T E R  Y E A R  2 0 2 7 – 2 0 2 8

What it means for 2027–2028

O P E R ATI O N S

Both reservoirs at historic lows

Powell WY2027 release: 6–7 MAF

Final determination in spring, from forecast inflows

Mead likely to decline in 2027

Even with 1.25 MAF/yr reductions and voluntary 
conservation

1.25
MAF / yr

Lower Basin reduction
Shared across AZ, CA, and 
NV

440
TAF / yr

California’s share
California’s portion of the 
1.25 MAF

Subject to finalization of the 2027-2028 guidelines and authorization of a Lower Basin implementation agreement
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W H A T  I T  M E A N S  F O R  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A  S U P P L Y

At low elevations, ICS access with consultation
Lake Mead Surface Elevation 

Source: Bureau of Reclamation’s July 24-Month Study

400
TAF / yr

ICS delivery cap

The most California may 
take in a year — the core 
flexibility tool.

ICS access between 1,025 – 1,000 ft 

Expiring rules:  no ICS delivery when 
Mead is at or below 1,025 ft on Jan 1

New rules:  conditional delivery in the 
1,025–1,000 ft band after consulting 
the Secretary (reduced or denied only 
to hold Mead above 1,000 ft)
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W H A T  T H E  F E I S  D O E S  N O T  R E S O L V E

What’s still unwritten

No seven-state consensus

The framework holds the door open for a 
consensus agreement to be folded in later

1922 Compact left unresolved

The FEIS does not decide the competing Upper- vs. 
Lower-Basin legal interpretations of the Compact

Three agreements still pending

Lower Basin agreement (1.25 MAF/yr + ≥700 TAF 
added conservation), Upper Initial Units, and Treaty 
Minute 323 successor

Domestic operations only

Mexico Treaty Minute runs on a separate binational 
track — reported at 250 TAF/yr in reductions.

 reported, not yet confirmed
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W H A T ’ S  N E X T

Operations in Water Year and Calendar Year 2027

Mid-August

August 24-Month Study — 
sets the 2027 AOP basis

Aug–Sept

ROD + 2027–2028 
operating guidelines

Oct 1

Start of Powell WY 2027 
ops

Ongoing

Implementation 
Agreement Development

Jan 1

Start of Mead 2027 ops 

Metropolitan stays engaged throughout — on the guidelines and on all three implementing agreements.
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T A K E A W A Y S

Three things to take away

1 Adaptive, not fixed

The framework institutionalizes near-continuous negotiation — guidelines every ~2 years to 2036

2 Constrained on volume — but ICS access enhanced

2027–2028 operations sit at the low end of the band — yet the new rules make ICS more deliverable at low 
elevations, not less.

3 Decisive pieces are still being written

The ROD, the 2027–2028 guidelines, Treaty Minute 334, Upper Initial Unit Agreement, and Lower Basin 
Implementation Agreement not yet finalized
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One Water and Adaptation Committee 

8/17/2026 Committee Meeting 

6c 

Subject 

Update on Conservation Program 

Executive Summary 

This update provides the monthly summary of conservation activities and expenditures for June 2026. 

Details and Background 

Attachment 1 – WRM Board Report on Conservation  
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Manager, Water Resource Management 

Date 
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Shivaji Deshmukh 
General Manager 
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WRM Board Report on Conservation 
 

Conservation Expenditures – FY2024/25 & FY2025/26 
(1)

Paid (2) Committed (3)

$2.8 M $0.7 M

$10.5 M $4.8 M

$22.2 M $35.0 M

$2.4 M $0.5 M

$4.2 M $1.4 M

$42.1 M $42.4 M
(1)

(2)

(3) Committed dollars as of July 10, 2026

The Conservation Program biennial expenditure authorization is $98.2 million. 

Paid as of 7/1/2024 - 6/30/2026.  Financial reporting on cash basis.

Regional Devices

Member Agency Administered

Turf Replacement

Advertising

Other

TOTAL

 
 
 

Summary of Expenditures in June 2026: $2,095,121.35 
(1) 

Lifetime Water Savings to be achieved by all rebates in June 2026: 6,730 AF

FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 93,665 AF lifetime water savings

Turf Replacement Rebates: Clothes Washers:

June: 582,168 ft2 replaced June: 405 units rebated

FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 10,876,577 ft2 replaced FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 12,841 units rebated

Trees (part of Turf Replacement Program): Toilets:
June: 207 trees rebated June: 531 units rebated

FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 3,914 units rebated FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 22,972 units rebated

Smart Controllers: Sprinkler Nozzles:

June: 472 units rebated June: 1,272 units rebated

FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 10,070 units rebated FY2024/25-FY2025/26: 28,636 units rebated

(1) Expenditures may include advertising and Water Savings Incentive Program activity in addition to the incentives highlighted above.
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Bay-Delta Resources 

• Bay-Delta Management Report

Summary 
This report provides a summary of activities related to the Bay-Delta for June 15, 2026 – July 15, 2026. 

Purpose 
Informational 

Attachment 
Delta Conveyance Project Quarterly Update 

Detailed Report 
Decide on Sites Reservoir and Protect our Bay-Delta Interests 

Delta Conveyance Project   
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Sacramento District, finalized its Record of Decision for the 
proposed Delta Conveyance Project (DCP), completing the agency’s programmatic environmental review under 
the National Environmental Policy Act. The decision concludes one phase of the federal review process and 
allows USACE to begin evaluating future permit applications for project components within its jurisdiction.  

On July 13, 2026, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) posted a draft revised certification of 
consistency with the Delta Plan for a 10-day public review period. The revised certification addresses the two 
issues the Delta Stewardship Council (Council) remanded to DWR this spring after hearing ten appeals of the 
original certification. Comments on the draft revised certification were due July 23, 2026. On July 24, 2026, 
DWR submitted the revised certification of consistency to the Council. Any appeals must be filed by August, and 
the Council must decide them by mid-December. See Attachment 1 for additional details. 

Delta Conveyance-related Joint Powers Authorities 

At its June 15, 2026, meeting, the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority (DCA) board adopted a 
resolution approving the California Environmental Quality Act Responsible Agency Findings related to the First 
Addendum and Second Addendum to the Final Environmental Impact Report for the DCP. 

The DCA board approved the FY 2026/27 final budget of $65 million, including a $1.06 million unallocated 
reserve. An additional $3.5 million contingency is included for geotechnical work and executive support. 

The DCA board adopted a resolution recognizing and thanking Director Jacquelyn McMillian for her service to 
board. 

Sites Reservoir 

At the June 26, 2026, Sites Reservoir Committee and Authority board meeting, the Reservoir Committee and 
Authority board approved storage capacity reassignments with Colusa County, Glenn Colusa Irrigation District, 
Reclamation District 108, and various Zone 3 agencies voluntarily reassigning 98,274 acre feet of storage 

Date of Report: 8/17/2026 
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Date of Report: 8/17/2026 2 

Board Report Bay-Delta Management Report 

allocation to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) to be consummated upon the execution of the 
partnership agreement and benefits and obligations contracts.  

The Reservoir Committee and Authority board approved the tentatively agreed partnership agreement terms with 
Reclamation and authorized the Executive Director to execute the agreement following final coordination with the 
Benefits and Obligations Contract, including language specifying Reclamation’s reassignment authority of up to 
16 percent storage capacity. 

Advance Science and Multi-Benefit Solutions That Improve the Sustainability of the Delta and Inform Regulation 

Metropolitan’s Board of Directors awarded the Webb Tract Wetland Restoration Project construction contract to 
Wood Bros, Inc. on July 14, 2026. At the Delta Conservancy’s July 22 board meeting, an additional 
approximately $13.0 million in funding was released to Metropolitan for the Webb Tract Wetland Restoration 
Project—bringing the total funding released to Metropolitan by the Delta Conservancy for this project to 
$20.9 million. Final negotiations for the Webb Tract Rice Conversion Project lease were completed in mid-July. 
Grading for the rice lease is expected to begin August 1, 2026. The first rice crop is expected to be planted in 
spring 2027. 

Staff hosted a table at the Delta Plan Interagency Implementation Committee’s Delta Restoration Forum. 

Metropolitan staff completed the 2025 Scientific Achievements Report. Milestones highlighted were the Delta 
Smelt and Native Species Preservation Project, Pesticide Risk Model, Structured Decision Making for Delta 
Smelt, Landscape Management of Webb Tract, and Forest Health Pilot Studies. The report highlights 
Metropolitan staff’s implementation of Board Policies regarding management, relevant science and collaborations 
while being innovative. 

Metropolitan staff published a manuscript with researchers at Southern Illinois University and UC Davis on 
Chinook Salmon contaminant tissue burden during the outmigration of the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta. Results 
showed elevated tissue burden of contaminants at toxic levels over time and identified hot spots such as the 
Feather River and San Joaquin River. Results suggest that additional management of contaminants in those rivers, 
as well as shorter migration times, would improve outmigration survival. 
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Bay-Delta Initiatives 
Quarterly DCP Activity Report – July 2026 

DELTA CONVEYANCE PROJECT QUARTERLY 
UPDATE 

KEY PERMITS AND CERTIFICATIONS 

WATER RIGHTS PROCESS 
• On February 23, 2024, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) filed a Change in Point of

Diversion Petition with the Water Board for a change in its water rights to add two additional
points of diversion on the Sacramento River for the Delta Conveyance Project (DCP). The
Water Board is determining whether and under what conditions that new points of diversion may
be used to divert SWP water supplies.

• The Administrative Hearing Office’s proceeding regarding the petition began on February 18,
2025.

• The opposing parties submitted their rebuttal testimony in April 2026.
• Cross-examination of protestants began in June 2026.
• The hearing will likely be completed by the end of 2026, with a Water Board decision coming in

2027.
CALIFORNIA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT INCIDENTAL TAKE PERMIT 

• The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) allows the approval of “take” of state-protected
species during otherwise lawful activities. The incidental take permit authorizes a certain level of
“take” associated with construction and future operation of the DCP.

• DWR received the Incidental Take Permit for complying with the CESA in February 2025.
• This action authorized DWR to take listed species that are state-protected under CESA, so long

as impacts are minimized and fully mitigated through conditions in the permit.
• DWR prepared Addendum 1 to the Final Environmental Impact Report in February 2025 to

reflect refinements associated with the permit conditions and updated operational
considerations.

• There is a pending amendment to the CESA Incidental Take Permits; however, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has not publicly finalized any amendments to date.

• DWR is working with CDFW, as necessary, through the permit’s term to request additional
amendments if conditions change due to new biological information, changes in listing status of
covered species, or necessary updates to minimization or mitigation measures.

DELTA PLAN CERTIFICATION OF CONSISTENCY 
• The Water Code requires DWR to submit a certification that the DCP is consistent with the

applicable policies of the Delta Plan before it may initiate implementation of the project.
• DWR filed a certification of consistency with the Delta Plan on October 17, 2025.
• Ten groups filed appeals with the Delta Stewardship Council (Council), which heard the

appeals on February 26-27, 2026.
• On April 23, 2026, the Council voted to deny most appeals and remand DWR’s certification on

two narrow Delta Plan policy issues.
• On July 13, 2026, DWR posted a draft revised certification of consistency addressing the two

remanded areas for a 10-day public review period.
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• Comments on the draft revised certification are due July 23, 2026, after which DWR will submit
the revised certification of consistency to the Council.

• Anyone may file an appeal with the Council within 30 days, after which the Council has 60
days to hold a hearing, after which the Council must issue a written determination within 60
days. Thus, the appeal process should be complete by the end of 2026, as DWR anticipated.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance is required when a major federal action,

like a federal permit, is requested. NEPA mandates the consideration of the environmental
effects of approving the federal permits required for DCP.

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ construction Environmental Impact Statement was finalized
on November 21, 2025.

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District, finalized its Record of Decision on
July 8, 2026.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT BIOLOGICAL OPINIONS 
• The Endangered Species Act (ESA) allows the approval of “take” of federally protected species

during otherwise lawful activities. The biological opinions and associated incidental take
statements authorize a certain level of “take” associated with construction and future operation
of the DCP.

• The Biological Opinions for the Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley Project and the
State Water Project, which included operations of the DCP programmatically, were issued on
November 8, 2024 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) and December 6, 2024 (National Marine
Fisheries Service).

• USFWS released the final project-level Biological Opinion for construction on March 9, 2025.
• NMFS released the final project-level Biological Opinion for construction on May 29, 2026.
• Metropolitan’s Board authorized $141.6 million in December 2024 to fund pre-construction

work. The funding agreement amendment was executed in June 2025 and was recently
updated in June 2026 to better align with the work planned.

• DWR, Delta Conveyance Authority (DCA) and key contractors are negotiating amendments to
the Joint Exercise Powers of Agreement to clarify roles, responsibilities, and allocation of risk
during implementation.

• Delta Conveyance Finance Authority (DCFA) board members directed staff to develop a
proposal to wind the organization down, as DWR is intended to finance the project; therefore,
the DCFA is no longer needed.

• Metropolitan staff are evaluating the potential for providing ongoing financial services during
the implementation phase of the project. Metropolitan has provided financial services, for which
it is compensated, since 2018. During implementation, the number of expenditures and
complexity of transactions would increase. If Metropolitan were to continue to provide financial
services, additional staff and resources would be required. Alternatively, the DCA could
competitively procure financial services from a vendor.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

• California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance is required when a state action, like
building and operating the DCP or seeking associated state permits, is requested. CEQA
mandates the consideration of the environmental impacts, identifies mitigation measures,
provides public transparency, supports informed decisions, and establishes the legal
environmental record for project approval and permitting.

• DWR certified the Final Environmental Impact Report and issued the Notice of Determination in
December 2023, completing the necessary CEQA review for the project.

• On February 13, 2025, DWR adopted an Addendum to the Final EIR evaluating refinements to
the operational criteria in the CESA permitting process and minor refinements to utilities in the
DCP project footprint.
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• On August 29, 2025, DWR adopted the Second Addendum to the Final EIR evaluating design
refinements or innovations estimated to reduce costs by $1.25 billion, and which would reduce
environmental impacts.
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Colorado River Resources 

• Colorado River Management Report

Summary 
This report provides a summary of activities related to management of Metropolitan’s Colorado River resources 
for July 2026. 

Purpose 
Informational 

Detailed Report 
Develop Post-2026 Guidelines and Negotiate Implementation Agreements 

During July, Metropolitan continued to prepare for issuance of the federal decision documents governing 
near-term operations of Lake Powell and Lake Mead and for the implementation work that will follow. 

The Department of the Interior (Interior) released the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Post-2026 
Operational Guidelines and Strategies for Lake Powell and Lake Mead on July 31. The Record of Decision and 
the 2027-2028 Operating Guidelines are expected soon. The Record of Decision is expected to establish a 
10-Year Framework of principles and operational sideboards defining the range of actions that may be selected 
through successive two-year operating guidelines, beginning with the 2027–2028 Operating Guidelines.

The 2027–2028 Operating Guidelines are expected to require a final Lower Basin implementation agreement for 
Lake Mead operations. Those operations are expected to include 1.25 million acre-feet (AF) of annual Lower 
Basin reductions and an allocation of 3.96 million AF for delivery to California, reflecting the Colorado River 
Board of California’s agreement to a 440,000 AF annual reduction in 2027 and 2028. 

The operations of Lake Mead in the 2027-2028 Operating Guidelines are expected to be contingent on the 
adoption of a Lower Basin implementation agreement that defines the Lower Basin states’ obligations to make 
1.25 million AF of annual reductions, includes provisions for storage, evaporation charges, and delivery of 
Intentionally Created Surplus, and other matters. Once the federal documents are issued, Metropolitan will 
participate directly in negotiating the Lower Basin implementation agreement. In the federal process, Interior 
negotiated primarily with the seven Basin State principals, while water-user representatives, including 
Metropolitan staff, participated in only portions of the process. By contrast, the Lower Basin implementation 
agreement will be executed by the Lower Basin States and Colorado River contractors, requiring Metropolitan’s 
direct involvement in its development. 

California contractors will also negotiate an intra-California agreement allocating responsibility for the 
440,000 AF annual reduction. Metropolitan will be central in developing the agreement that will establish the 
California contractors’ obligations to meet the 440,000 AF of reductions in 2027 and 2028.  

The Basin States and federal agencies will also shift to development of the 2027 Annual Operating Plan, which 
will establish the specific operating determinations for the Colorado River system under the new federal 
framework. 

Date of Report: 8/17/2026 
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Sustainability, Resilience, and Innovation Group 

 SRI Monthly Activities

Summary 

This report provides a summary of SRI activities for July 2026. 

Purpose 

Informational  

Detailed Report 

Goal: Execute CAMP4W Implementation Strategy to Integrate Climate Adaptation District-wide 

Staff updated the One Water and Adaptation Committee on CAMP4W Progress and presented the final Working 
Memorandum 11 on Lessons Learned and Low Regret Actions. SRI staff continues to collaborate on the 
implementation of climate initiatives including fire risk reduction at critical facilities, resilient infrastructure 
guidelines development, fleet electrification, and carbon-free energy opportunities.  

Goal: Decide on Sites Reservoir and Protect Bay-Delta Interests 

 Implement risk reduction strategies to protect Delta assets and minimize supply disruption
For the Webb Tract Wetland Restoration Project, Environmental Planning Section staff continued
preparing and reviewing preconstruction submittals in accordance with the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (CDFW) Restoration Management Permit (RMP), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Sacramento District Regional General Permit (RGP) 16, Regional Water Quality Control Board Statewide
Restoration General Order, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Restoration Programmatic
Biological Opinion.

Additional SRI Activities 

Climate Action Plan 

On July 7th, Sustainability and Resilience (SR) staff facilitated the bi-monthly CAP Implementation Working 
Group meeting and convened Metropolitan staff from across various groups, including WSO, WRM, Engineering, 
and IT. Meeting attendees discussed ongoing work related to Climate Action Plan initiatives, including 
presentations from the Power Operations section on Energy and Power Market Operations at Metropolitan. In 
addition, a project update was provided on the Zero-Emission Vehicle Program on newly acquired electric 
vehicles and planned EV charging locations at Metropolitan facilities.  
SR staff completed greenhouse gas (GHG) verification for Metropolitan’s 2025 GHG Inventory 
report submitted for CARB’s (CA Air Resources Board) Mandatory Reporting Regulation for Electric Power 
Entities. As part of verification required by state law, Metropolitan’s CRA wholesale energy transactions were 
successfully validated by a third-party verifier for calendar year 2025.  
SR staff visited the Metropolitan Water District’s Webb Tract project site in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay-
Delta to gain a firsthand understanding of the project’s restoration goals and climate benefits. The visit included a 
review of existing site conditions, wetland restoration design, and the area’s current ecology, while highlighting 

Date of Report:  8/17/2026 
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how the project will restore wetlands to enhance habitat, improve ecosystem resilience, and sequester carbon. 
Staff also learned about the eddy covariance towers and greenhouse gas monitoring program used to measure 
carbon emissions and sequestration, providing valuable data to assess the project’s long-term environmental and 
climate benefits.  

SR staff facilitated a Peer Knowledge Exchange between the Metropolitan Water District and the Philadelphia 
Water Department, both members of the Water Utility Climate Alliance. The exchange focused on how water 
utilities are developing and implementing climate-resilient design guidelines to incorporate climate risk 
considerations into planning, design, and capital improvement projects. Participants shared lessons learned, 
implementation strategies, and practical approaches for integrating resilience into project delivery, fostering 
collaboration and knowledge sharing among peer utilities.  

Innovation, Pilots, and Emerging Technologies 

To roll out the Innovation Pilot Fund, the Innovation Team worked collaboratively with plant engineers, 
operations staff, and technical subject matter experts across the district to identify and develop potential 
pilot projects. These discussions focused on operational challenges and opportunities where emerging 
technologies could improve efficiency, reliability, safety, and resilience. Staff continued to refine pilot 
concepts and evaluate opportunities that align with Metropolitan’s strategic priorities and operational 
needs.  

The Innovation Team also met with external academic and research partners to advance the development 
of Metropolitan’s Applied Data Science Fellowship. These discussions focused on identifying high-
value project opportunities that would enable fellows to apply advanced analytics and machine learning 
techniques to real-world utility challenges while supporting Metropolitan’s long-term digital 
transformation and workforce development objectives.  

In addition, the Innovation Team continued collaborating with applied researchers to explore emerging 
approaches in climate adaptation and water innovation. These engagements examined opportunities 
to leverage new technologies, research partnerships, and interdisciplinary expertise to strengthen 
Metropolitan’s long-term resilience and identify innovative solutions to evolving water management 
challenges. 

Environmental Planning Services 

For the Pure Water Southern California Program, Environmental Planning Section staff continued providing 
assistance for the preparation of the Proposition 4 grant application, completed biological surveys for the 
backbone pipeline and reported survey results to the USFWS in support of future permitting and environmental 
documentation, coordinated with the USACE regarding Section 408 and National Environmental Policy Act 
compliance, and met with City of Los Angeles staff to provide guidance on the Pure Water Los Angeles 
Environmental Impact Report. Environmental Planning staff also continued preparation of supplemental CEQA 
documentation for the Sepulveda Feeder Reach 9 PCCP Rehabilitation Project, as well as continued supporting 
the progressive design-build process for the Sepulveda Feeder Pump Stations Project and the Lake Mathews New 
Pressure Control Structure and Electrical Upgrades Project. For the Inland Feeder/Foothill Pump Station Intertie 
Project, staff continued coordination with CDFW and USFWS on the incidental take permits under the federal 
and state endangered species acts. The mitigation strategy, which is being developed in partnership with the 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, was finalized, and formal consultation with the USFWS has 
begun, with a Biological Opinion expected by September 2026. Staff continued to support activities at the 
Weymouth Water Treatment Plant, including construction phase support for the Weymouth Administration 
Seismic Upgrade Project and design support for the Weymouth Water Quality Lab Building Improvements 
Project. Environmental monitoring of construction activities continued for the La Verne Shops Upgrades Project, 
Sepulveda Feeder Reach 2 PCCP Rehabilitation Project, and the Garvey Reservoir Rehabilitation Project. Staff 
continued revegetation activities within the Orange County Natural Community Conservation Plan and Habitat 
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Conservation Plan Reserve associated with temporary impacts from construction of the Allen-McColloch Pipeline 
2024 urgent relining project.  
Critical operations and maintenance activities were supported by the Environmental Planning Section. Staff 
provided CEQA and regulatory clearances and conducted preconstruction biological and nesting bird surveys for 
routine maintenance activities at water treatment plants and within the conveyance and distribution 
system. Staff participated in the Shutdown Project Manager training on July 13, presenting a module on 
environmental planning shutdown coordination. Staff provided subject matter expert review of the following 
legislative bill:  Assembly Bill (AB) 53 (Ramos) – Native American Tribes: Fish and Wildlife Conservation and 
Mitigation Lands. In addition, analysis continued for the following bills, which have undergone amendment:  
AB 1881 (Ramos) – California Indian Freedom Act of 2026; AB 2218 (Kalra) – Water policy: California Native 
American Tribes; Senate Bill (SB) 1326 (Wahab) – CEQA: Tribal cultural resources: mitigation measures; and 
SB 1153 (Caballero) – Disaster preparedness: urban retail water suppliers and public water systems: wildfire. For 
AB 1881, AB 2218, and SB 1326, staff have worked closely with Legal and Legislative Services staff to 
participate in agency working groups, attend meetings with bill authors and sponsors, provide proposed edits and 
amendments, and review proposed amendments, as well as support the preparation of an informational July Board 
letter. Finally, Environmental Planning staff was asked to participate as a guest panelist at the California Council 
for Environmental and Economic Balance Summer Issues Seminar on July 15. The panel topic was California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife – Meeting All of Your Permitting Needs? Other guest panelists included Wade 
Crowfoot (Secretary, Natural Resources Agency), Chuck Bonham (Executive Director, The Nature Conservancy), 
Kip Lipper (Office of the California Senate Pro Tem), Kim Delfino (President, Earth Advocacy), and Hollie 
Bierman (Director, Environmental Services, San Diego Gas and Electric Company).  
The Environmental Planning Section continued oversight of reserve management activities to protect valuable 
natural resources and meet Metropolitan’s mitigation obligations. Security patrols and fence repairs were 
conducted throughout the Lake Mathews Multiple Species Reserve and the Southwestern Riverside County 
Multi-Species Reserve (MSR) to prevent trespassing, vandalism, poaching, and theft and to protect the reserves’ 
natural and cultural resources, facilities, and equipment. The annual work plans and annual operating budgets 
for FY 2026/27 reserve management activities were approved for both reserves. Specific activities at the 
Lake Mathews Reserve included invasive vegetation species management and wildlife camera collection 
to determine the presence of burrowing owls. Activities at the MSR included coordinating with researchers on the 
Reserve to conduct Crotch’s bumblebee research, mowing and weed abatement for fire and habitat management, 
conducting herbicide treatment for invasive plants throughout the MSR, and planting mulefat and willow cutting 
at the Tucalota Creek restoration site. Lastly, the Summer Nature Festival, which offered activities including 
nature education, lake and water education, interactive displays, and games, was held at the MSR on June 6 with 
approximately 125 members of the public in attendance. Event participants included Metropolitan, CDFW, 
Riverside Conservation Agency, and the Riverside County Habitat Conservation Agency.  
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Summer Nature Festival at the Southwestern Riverside County Multi-Species Reserve 

Land Management 

Southern California Edison (SCE) was granted a permanent easement comprising approximately 0.32 acres near 
the Upper Feeder.  The easement will allow SCE to replace and maintain existing overhead transmission lines and 
electrical equipment as a critical component of the City of Riverside’s Transmission Reliability Project.    

Annexation  
No proposed annexations were completed during the reporting period. 
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Water Resource Management Group 

 The Water Resource Management Group, June 2026 Activities as of
July 21, 2026

Summary 

The Water Resource Management Group, July 2026 Activities as of July 21, 2026 

Purpose 

Informational  

Detailed Report 

Execute CAMP4W Implementation Strategy to Integrate Climate Adaptation District-Wide 

Metropolitan staff met with the Municipal Water District of Orange County and South Coast Water District staff 
to discuss the status of the Doheny Ocean Desalination Project located in Dana Point. Phase I of the 5 million 
gallons per day (MGD) project is in the design phase, with the 60 percent design milestone expected by the end of 
the year and a potential online date in late 2029. 

Staff participated in a monthly WaterFarm #1 meeting hosted by the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District, 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (DWP), Calleguas Municipal Water District, Burbank, District 29, 
West Basin Municipal Water District, Upper San Gabriel Valley, and Santa Clarita Water District, which are 
partnering agencies in the WaterFarm #1 project. The agencies discussed the status of the project and the 
formation of the Southern California Regional Water Authority (SCRWA). The SCRWA is a Joint Powers 
Authority that the partnering agencies have formed to co-develop WaterFarm #1 and other reliability projects.   

Staff met with Daniel Leuenberger from the Colorado River Desalination Offset Initiative (CRODI). CRODI 
provided a presentation on their unsolicited proposal for a renewably-powered 50 MGD desalination plant located 
in Southern California. CRODI’s goal is to develop desalination resources to increase supplies in the Colorado 
River Basin.    

Staff participated in CalDesal’s July Executive and Regulatory committee meetings. Both committees discussed 
strategies for commenting on the EPA’s review of California’s implementation of the Federal Government’s 
Coastal Management Zone Act. The EPA’s review includes an assessment of regulations related to seawater 
desalination. 

Metropolitan hosted three free, public California Friendly landscaping classes, facilitated by Green Media 
Creations. Virtual classes included California Friendly Native Plant Training, Turf Removal, and Garden Design.  

Metropolitan staff hosted a quarterly Conservation Credits Program Advisory Committee meeting to evaluate and 
receive feedback on new water-saving devices and provide comments on suitability for the regional rebate 
program. 

Date of Report: 8/17/2026 
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Metropolitan staff monitored a performance test of a bioswale performed by researchers from Lawrence Berkeley 
National Labs for the LA County Department of Public Works (DPW). The performance test will provide data for 
an ongoing DWP study of the stormwater recharge potential of Low Impact Development installations in 
Southern California. Metropolitan is providing ongoing technical support to DPW’s study.  

Staff met with Orange County Water District (OCWD) groundwater experts to discuss a study of the water quality 
benefits of OCWD’s Groundwater Replenishment System. Metropolitan is providing technical support and 
assisting in the implementation of USBR’s Salinity Economic Impact Model for the study. Results from the study 
will help inform a similar analysis of the proposed PureWater SoCal project in the future. Staff also provided a 
support letter to OCWD for a United States Bureau of Reclamation WaterSmart research grant. OCWD proposes 
to study optimizing groundwater recharge using a decision support system based on data analytics.   

Execute CAMP4W Implementation Strategy to Integrate Climate Adaptation District-Wide (Other) 

Staff met with the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and the Inland Empire Utilities Agency on 
July 23 and 24, respectively, to gather input and discuss the CAMP4W decision-making process. 

Provide Organizational Stability and Deliver Operational Excellence  

On July 16, staff chaired the California Urban Water Agencies Reliability & Resilience Committee Meeting. 
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