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1 

Agency Regulation Summary Potential Impacts Regulatory Status 

Cal/OSHA First Aid 
Rulemaking 

On November 28, 2025, Cal/OSHA released 
a First Aid Rulemaking package to update 
Title 8, sections 1512 (Construction Safety 
Orders) and 3400 (General Industry Safety 
Orders), which started a 45-day comment 
period. Key updates include ensuring 
workplace first-aid kits meet American 
National Standards Institute 
(ANSI)/International Safety Equipment 
Association (ISEA) Z308.1-2021 standards, 
providing employees with easy access to 
compliant kits, and requiring employers to 
assess workplace hazards to update kits 
accordingly. Additionally, employers may 
consult with a licensed health care 
professional as an alternative to meeting 
ANSI/ISEA-Z308.1 requirements.  

Metropolitan’s first-aid kits, located 
throughout various sites, comply with 
the current ANSI/ISEA Z308.1 
standards. After reviewing the 15-day 
modified proposed language, staff 
confirmed there is no significant 
impact on operations and construction 
activities. Staff will continue to 
monitor the First Aid Kit 
Rulemaking. 

Cal/OSHA held a public 
hearing on January 15, 
2026. A 15-day notice of 
modification was posted on 
May 1, 2026. Comments 
were due May 18, 2026. 
Comments were provided 
via OSH Proterie, 
supporting the 15-day 
modified text of the 
rulemaking. The rule 
adoption is expected to 
occur by the end of the 
year. 

Cal/OSHA Horizontal 
Sliding and 
Swinging Gates 

On June 22, 2026, Cal/OSHA released an 
updated discussion draft of proposed 
amendments to Title 8, Article 7, 
Section 3324, regarding horizontal sliding 
and swinging gates for stakeholder feedback 
during the scheduled working group 
advisory in July 2026. 

In August 2025, Cal/OSHA released a 
second draft of its proposed amendments to 
the horizontal sliding and swinging gates 
standard. Proposed amendments to Section 
3324 aim to establish clear and specific 
standards for the design, maintenance, 

If adopted, Metropolitan will need to 
retrofit all horizontal sliding and 
swinging gates throughout its service 
area and implement periodic 
inspections to ensure all gate 
components (i.e., positive stops) are 
functioning properly.  

Based on available data, 
Metropolitan’s existing gates already 
include safety stops, are routinely 
inspected per manufacturers’ 
recommendations, and are maintained 
semi-annually by vendors.   

Cal/OSHA plans to release 
the 45-day formal 
rulemaking in 2027. The 
next advisory meeting was 
scheduled for July 23, 
2026. 
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Agency Regulation Summary Potential Impacts Regulatory Status 
inspection, and repair of both horizontal 
sliding and swinging gates.  
 

CMUA initiated a survey of member 
agencies to gather gate inventory data 
and assess the cost impacts of the 
proposed regulation. Staff provided a 
summary of Metropolitan’s gate 
inventory to support this effort.  
 
Staff will continue to closely monitor 
any proposed amendments and the 
official rulemaking process. 

 
Cal/OSHA Indoor and 

Outdoor Heat 
Illness 
Regulations 

 
On May 7, 2025, Cal/OSHA released a 
second draft of its outdoor and indoor heat 
illness prevention regulations (8 CCR 
Sections 3395 and 3396) to implement 
requirements set forth by AB 2243 (Garcia, 
2022). AB 2243 required Cal/OSHA to 
submit a rulemaking proposal for the heat 
illness and wildfire smoke standards by 
December 1, 2025, and to consider adopting 
revised standards by December 31, 2025. 
The latest draft proposes additional 
requirements for acclimatization, training of 
new employees upon hire, and annual 
training for all employees.  
 

 
Metropolitan has consolidated its heat 
illness prevention regulations into a 
unified program that encompasses 
both indoor and outdoor 
environments. Staff is actively 
monitoring any updates to these 
regulations and will make the 
necessary revisions to Health & 
Safety manuals to ensure compliance 
with the latest regulatory changes. 

 
Cal/OSHA missed the 
suggested December 31, 
2025, deadline to adopt 
amendments required by 
AB 2243 and will schedule 
advisory meetings with 
stakeholders later this year. 
Revisions may be delayed 
due to ongoing federal 
OSHA rulemaking on heat 
illness standards. 
 

 
Cal/OSHA Worker 

Walkaround 
Rule 

 
On July 1, 2026, Cal/OSHA released 15-
day proposed modifications to Section 331.8 
governing workplace inspections. The 
latest modifications: (1) add language that 
allows employer and employee 
representatives to accompany Cal/OSHA 
inspectors during workplace inspections for 
“the purpose of aiding such inspection,” and 

 
Metropolitan has established 
protocols for conducting site visits 
with regulatory representatives. If 
adopted, the proposed updates will 
necessitate revisions to these existing 
protocols. Industry concerns 
regarding the proposed regulation 
include security risks associated with 

 
Public comments on the 
latest 15-day package were 
due July 16, 2026.  Staff 
provided comments on the 
latest amendments via trade 
associations. 
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changes allowing third-party representatives 
to accompany Cal/OSHA inspectors when 
their “accompaniment” is reasonably 
necessary.  
 
On February 13, 2026, Cal/OSHA proposed 
adding Section 331.8 to Title 8 regulations 
governing workplace inspections.   
 
This proposal would expand who 
may accompany Cal/OSHA inspectors 
during site visits and allow third-party 
representatives to participate when the 
agency deems it reasonably necessary. The 
rule would also limit access to trade-secret 
areas to company employees. The proposal 
is intended to align state requirements with 
the federal OSHA Worker Walkaround rule 
adopted in 2024, which is currently being 
challenged in federal court.  
 

allowing third-party representatives 
access to critical infrastructure sites 
while accompanying Cal/OSHA 
inspectors. Additionally, there are 
concerns about Cal/OSHA’s 
expanded jurisdiction to determine 
which authorized third-party 
representatives can accompany 
inspectors on site walks.  
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Cal/OSHA Workplace 
Violence 
Prevention in 
General 
Industry 

 
SB 553 (Cortese, 2023) requires Cal/OSHA 
to propose workplace violence prevention 
(WVP) regulations by December 31, 2025, 
and the Occupational Safety & Health 
Standards Board to adopt those regulations 
by December 31, 2026. SB 553 also 
provides minimum requirements for 
employer Workplace Violence Prevention 
Plans (WVPPs) to be implemented by the 
general industry by July 2024, while 
Cal/OSHA develops a standard that will 
eventually replace SB 553 or Labor Code 
6401.9 requirements. On April 23, 2026, 
Cal/OSHA released a fourth discussion 
draft of its WVP regulation, which followed 
the November 12, 2025, Advisory 
Committee meeting.   
 

 
Metropolitan has implemented SB 553 
WVPP requirements as part of Labor 
Code 6401.9 and will continue to update 
its WVP program as necessary upon 
adoption of Cal/OSHA’s WVP standard. 
Staff is monitoring revisions to the draft 
WVP regulations. 
 
Metropolitan provided comments 
through coalitions. Key points included 
revisions and clarifications of definitions 
related to workplace hazards, updates to 
post-incident response and investigation 
procedures, and extending employer 
response time for interactive questions in 
WVP training delivered remotely. 
If the final rule deadline is missed, Labor 
Code 6401.9 will continue to be 
enforced until Cal/OSHA adopts a WPV 
standard. 

 
On April 23, 2026, 
Cal/OSHA released the 
fourth discussion draft on 
WVP for public comments 
with a public comment 
deadline of June 1, 2026. 
Staff provided comments 
via trade associations. 
Cal/OSHA will continue to 
schedule advisory meetings 
with stakeholders through 
2026. Awaiting final rule by 
December 31, 2026.  

 
Cal/OSHA Elevator Safety 

Order 

 
On May 1, 2026, Cal/OSHA proposed 
rulemaking on Elevator Safety Orders 
(ESO).  
 
The proposal would clarify that all testing 
and maintenance must be performed by a 
certified professional, along with listing the 
required testing frequency for elevators. 
Furthermore, the proposal will adopt a new 
ESO group V, which is applicable to all 
installation contracts for elevators signed on 
or after the effective date of this 
rulemaking.  

 
Metropolitan has several elevators 
(hydraulic, freight, chairlift, and 
monorail) complying with ASME A17.1 
safety code, in which the testing and 
maintenance are conducted by an outside 
vendor. Moreover, Cal/OSHA performs 
the required testing of the elevators. 
Therefore, there are no impacts to 
Metropolitan.  

 
Cal/OSHA hosted a public 
hearing on June 18, 2026.  
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CARB 
 
Advanced Clean 
Fleets  

 
On June 1, 2026, CARB released a Second 
15-day rulemaking package for the ACF for 
State, Local, and Federal (SLG) fleets. 
Newly proposed amendments require SLG 
fleets to now report vehicles they directly 
own, rent, lease, or operate under contract. 
CARB is accepting comments only on 
amendments related to new contractor 
compliance SLG requirements. 
 
CARB also released an accompanying ACF 
guidance document to inform SLG fleets 
that during the first reporting cycles of the 
amended ACF regulations, CARB will 
focus on supporting compliance on a case-
by-case basis as agencies make good faith 
efforts to comply. 
 
On April 2, 2026, CARB released the First 
15-day rulemaking package for ACF SLG 
fleets, which included several key updates: 
the extension of the 100% zero-emission 
vehicle (ZEV) purchase requirement to 
2030, the allowance of a 50/50 ratio of ZEV 
to internal combustion engine purchases 
through 2029, and the expansion of 
flexibilities from AB 1594 (Garcia, 2023) to 
all public fleet vehicles. Additionally, fleets 
may switch between the ZEV Milestone 
Option and the ZEV Purchase Schedule 
until January 1, 2030. The ZEV Purchase 
Exemption was also expanded to cover 
Class 2b and 3 pickup trucks, along with 

 
On June 16, 2026, staff submitted 
comments on the Second 15-Day 
Rulemaking Package, urging CARB to 
withdraw the June 1, 2026, Second 15-
Day Package due to a lack of precise and 
clear definitions related to contracted 
fleets and misalignment with the 
accompanying guidance document. Staff 
also urged CARB to reconsider 
proceeding with the April 2026 First 15-
Day Rulemaking Package to enable 
timely adoption before the end of 2026. 

 

 
Public comments were due 
by June 16, 2026. 
Metropolitan and trade 
associations such as ACWA, 
CCEEB, and CMUA 
submitted comments. CARB 
will finalize the regulation 
and submit it to OAL in 
2026. New updates to take 
effect at the start of 2027.  
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certain specialized utility trucks. 
Furthermore, the Mutual Aid exemption 
(now Fleet Resiliency Exemption) enables 
fleets with at least 5% ZEVs to apply. 

 
CDFW 

 
Invasive Mussels 
Regulations 

 
On July 6, 2026, the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) published a 
notice of proposed rulemaking action, 
amending California Code of Regulations, 
Title 14 sections 650, 672, 672.1, and 672.2 
to expand existing regulations to include all 
invasive mussels, consistent with the Fish 
and Game Code and Assembly Bill 149. 
The proposal adds boat decontamination 
and inspection procedures, establishes a 
permit cancellation process, extends 
CDFW’s review of control plans from 60 
business days to 180 calendar days, and 
makes related administrative updates.   
 

 
Metropolitan is preparing to comply with 
the proposed requirements by updating 
its Quagga Mussel Control Plan to 
address all invasive mussels species.   
 
Metropolitan has a long-term agreement 
with the County of Riverside for 
recreational activities at Lake Skinner 
and to perform inspections of 
conveyances. The lease will expire on 
January 1, 2030. The East Marina at 
Diamond Valley Lake also has a separate 
agreement with a vendor to perform 
inspections of conveyances and provide 
training to certified inspectors for 
inspection and decontamination. 
 

 
Public comments are due on 
August 18, 2026.  
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Fish and 
Game 

Commission 

 
Petition to list 
the White 
Sturgeon as 
Threatened 
under the 
California 
Endangered 
Species Act  

 
In June 2024, the FGC approved white 
sturgeon as a candidate species under the 
California Endangered Species Act. A 
subsequent CDFW peer-reviewed status 
report indicates that the white sturgeon 
population has continued to decline. CDFW 
now estimates there are approximately 
6,500 white sturgeon between 40–60 inches 
long in California. As such, any activity that 
causes a “take” of white sturgeon will 
require an incidental take permit from 
CDFW.  
 

 
The listing may impact operation of the 
Central Valley Project (CVP) and State 
Water Project (SWP), as well as Sites 
Reservoir, the Delta Conveyance Project 
and the Agreements to Support Healthy 
Rivers and Landscapes. The SWC and 
San Luis & Delta Mendota Water 
Authority sent comment letters in June 
and October 2024 emphasizing that the 
listing is not warranted as the white 
sturgeon population is stable, the petition 
does not use the best available science, 
and that incidental take from operation 
of the SWP and CVP has been 
historically low, especially relative to the 
take from recreational fishing and the 
recent die off due to red tides in the San 
Francisco Bay. 
 
The SWP received incidental take 
authority under the 2024 Incidental Take 
Permit at a cost of more than a million 
dollars, and with a potential water 
supply impact.  

 
A final determination on 
whether to list the species is 
still pending.  
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Fish and 
Game 

Commission 

 
Petition to list 
Western 
Burrowing Owl 
as Threatened 
or Endangered 
under the 
California 
Endangered 
Species Act  

 
On October 10, 2024, FGC determined that 
the Western Burrowing Owl is a candidate 
for listing under CESA, primarily due to 
loss of habitat. As a candidate for listing, 
the species is afforded the same regulations 
and protections as if it were listed as 
threatened or endangered. 

 
The Western Burrowing Owl exists in 
Metropolitan’s service area in Southern 
California. Presence of the species can 
affect timing of maintenance and 
construction projects with additional 
constraints, permitting, and mitigation 
requirements now that it is a candidate 
for listing.  

 
FGC is anticipated to make 
a final decision on whether 
to grant the Western 
Burrowing Owl permanent 
threatened or endangered 
status at its August 2026 
meeting. 

 
Fish and 

Game 
Commission  

 
Petition to list 
the Quino 
Checkerspot 
Butterfly as 
Endangered 
under the 
California 
Endangered 
Species Act 

 
On December 18, 2024, the FGC received a 
petition to list the quino checkerspot 
butterfly (Euphydryas editha quino) as an 
endangered species under the CESA. On 
August 13, 2025, FGC voted unanimously 
to declare the Quino Checkerspot Butterfly 
a candidate species under CESA. 

 
The Quino Checkerspot Butterfly exists 
in Metropolitan’s service area in 
Western San Bernardino, Western 
Riverside, Orange, Eastern Los Angeles, 
and San Diego counties. As a 
“candidate” species, the butterfly is 
protected, and “take” is prohibited. This 
can affect the timing of maintenance and 
construction projects with additional 
constraints, permitting, and mitigation 
requirements. If the species is listed as 
endangered, the take prohibition would 
be permanent, and the same constraints 
would remain in place. 

 
FGC is awaiting the 
CDFW’s 12-month review 
and recommendation prior 
to taking any further action, 
which is expected in 
September 2026.  
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Fish and 
Game 

Commission 

 
Petition to list 
Bendire’s 
Thrasher and 
LeConte’s 
Thrasher as 
threatened or 
endangered 
under the 
California 
Endangered 
Species Act 

 
On September 16, 2025, FGC received a 
petition to list the Bendire’s and LeConte’s 
Thrashers as threatened or endangered due 
to low populations and loss of habitat. The 
petition is currently under review by the 
CDFW.   

 
The Bendire’s and LeConte’s Thrashers 
species are found in arid desert scrub 
habitats near portions of the CRA. If 
determined to be a candidate for listing 
(and if they become listed), it could 
result in avoidance measures and 
restrictions on O&M and capital projects 
along some portions of the CRA and 
potentially require incidental take 
permits. This would not affect operations 
on the Lower Colorado River as they are 
both upland bird species.  
 

 
FGC determined Bendire’s 
and LeConte’s Thrashers are 
Candidate Species, which 
was part of the listing 
process at the April 16, 
2026, meeting. 

 
Fish and 

Game 
Commission 

 
Petition to list 19 
plant species 
throughout 
California as 
threatened or 
endangered. 

 
On August 19, 2025, FGC received 19 
separate petitions to list various plants as 
threatened or endangered. The petitions are 
currently under review and evaluation by 
the CDFW. 

 
None of the species are found in 
southern California in Metropolitan’s 
service area. Some are located in the 
Sacramento/San Joaquin Bay/Delta. If 
determined to be a candidate for listing 
(and if they become listed), it could 
result in avoidance measures and 
restrictions on projects on Metropolitan-
owned islands and potentially require 
incidental take permits. 

 
Staff anticipates that the 
CDFW’s evaluation and 
recommendation relating to 
the petition will be received 
by FGC in 2026. 

 
Fish and 

Game 
Commission 

 
Petition to list 
the Western 
Spadefoot Toad 
as threatened or 
endangered 

 
On September 24, 2025, FGC received a 
petition to list the northern population of 
western spadefoot (Spea hammondii) as a 
threatened species and the southern 
population of western spadefoot as an 
endangered species.   
 
The petition is currently under review and 
evaluation by CDFW. 

 
The southern population of the western 
spadefoot is found in some portions of 
Metropolitan’s service area; more 
specifically there are two known 
spadefoot population locations along the 
Santa Ana Valley Pipeline, one along the 
Santiago Lateral, and two along the 
Allen-McColloch Pipeline. Additional 
undocumented populations may also 

 
Staff anticipates that 
CDFW’s evaluation and 
recommendation relating to 
the petition will be received 
by FGC at the August 2026 
meeting.  
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occur within Metropolitan’s project 
areas. If determined to be a candidate for 
listing (and if they become listed), it 
could result in avoidance measures and 
restrictions on O&M and capital projects 
and potentially require incidental take 
permits. 

Fish and 
Game 

Commission 

Petition to list 
the Southern 
Resident Killer 
Whale (Orcinus 
orca) as 
endangered 

On November 25, 2025, FGC received a 
petition to list the Southern Resident Killer 
Whale (Orcinus orca) as an endangered 
species. The petition was reviewed by the 
CDFW in April 2026, which found that the 
petitioned action to list the Southern 
Resident killer whale as endangered under 
CESA satisfies the “may be warranted” 
legal standard. However, Fish and Game 
Code section 4500 and the Federal Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) prohibit 
states from regulating take of marine 
mammals unless the Secretary of 
Commerce has transferred authority for the 
conservation and management of a species 
to the state (which has not occurred).  

The Southern Resident Killer Whale 
forages off the coast of northern 
California, and salmonids from the 
Bay-Delta watershed form part of its 
prey base. It is currently listed as 
endangered under the federal 
Endangered Species Act. The State 
Water Project has incidental take 
coverage under a biological opinion 
issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service for the coordinated long-term 
operations of the CVP and SWP. If the 
Commission determines that listing 
under CESA may be warranted, it will 
become a candidate species and receive 
the same protections as if it were listed 
as threatened or endangered. In that 
event, DWR may need to amend its 
CESA incidental take permit for SWP 
operations to cover incidental take, and 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
may impose further restrictions on 
SWP operations to protect the whale’s 
salmonid prey base. 

FGC determined the 
southern resident killer 
whale to be a Candidate 
Species, which was part of 
the listing process at the 
June 18, 2026, meeting and 
published notice of the 
listing on June 24, 2026. 
CDFW must submit a 
written report by June 14, 
2027, indicating whether 
listing as endangered is 
warranted.  
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Agency Regulation Summary Potential Impacts Regulatory Status 

SWRCB 
DDW 
Regulatory 
Priorities 

On March 3, 2026, SWRCB adopted 
DDW’s 2026 regulatory priorities, which 
include MCL development, revising the 
Lead and Copper Rule and various detection 
limits, and revising/establishing notification 
and response levels. Key constituents 
include PFAS, NDMA, DBPs, 1,4-dioxane, 
arsenic, and metals. Additional work 
includes environmental lab accreditation 
(TNI), electronic reporting requirements, 
primacy applications, cross-connection 
control updates, and recycled water/Title 22 
revisions.  

Most of the 2026 priorities may impact 
Metropolitan, particularly through MCL 
development, PFAS rulemaking, and 
laboratory accreditation (TNI) 
requirements, with potential implications 
for operations and monitoring. Staff will 
continue to track these efforts closely 
and engage directly in the rulemaking 
process as actions are proposed. 

Key 2026 actions include 
LCR adoption (summer), 
PFAS rulemaking (fall), and 
multiple rulemaking notices 
and monitoring updates. As 
of July 2026, DDW 
finalized the cross-
connection control update, 
approved the public water 
system electronic reporting 
requirement, revised 
manganese NL and RL, and 
initiated the process for 
adopting the LCRI and 
establishing PFAS MCLs. 

 
SWRCB 

 
Electronic 
Reporting 
Requirement 

 
On June 2, 2026, the SWRCB voted 
unanimously to adopt an emergency 
regulation for public water system 
electronic reporting. The new regulation 
aligns public water system electronic 
reporting requirements with those already 
applicable to accredited laboratories, 
including submission of drinking water 
quality data through the California 
Laboratory Intake Portal (CLIP). 
 

 
Metropolitan’s laboratories already 
comply with the electronic reporting 
requirements, including submitting 
results to CLIP, effective January 1, 
2021. 

 
The SWRCB approved the 
regulation for adoption on 
June 2, 2026. The agency 
will file the emergency 
regulation with the OAL for 
final approval. 

 
SWRCB 

 
Lead and 
Copper Rule 
Improvements 
(LCRI) 

 
On May 18, 2026, the DDW announced an 
emergency rulemaking process to adopt the 
federal LCRI into state regulations. The 
LCRI requires public water systems to 
identify and replace lead service lines 
within 10 years, eliminates the lead trigger 
level, lowers the lead action level to 

 
The state LCRI expands on the school 
and childcare lead sampling 
requirements, which will impact member 
agencies. Public water systems need to 
submit a list of schools and childcare 
facilities in the service area by 
November 1, 2027. Between November 

 
DDW held a workshop on 
June 11, 2026. Public 
comments were due by June 
22, 2026. The board 
adoption hearing date is 
August 19, 2026, and the 
anticipated effective date of 
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Agency Regulation Summary Potential Impacts Regulatory Status 
10 ug/L, and updates tap sampling 
procedures. DDW also plans to develop a 
policy handbook to implement AB 1096, 
which requires public water systems to offer 
free lead testing to elementary schools and 
childcare centers and track responses.  

1, 2027, and October 31, 2032, public 
water systems are required to collect 
lead samples from at least 20% of school 
facilities each year and track all results 
on the SWRCB website, until every 
facility has either been sampled or 
declined participation. 

the state LCRI is 
November 1, 2027. 

 
SWRCB 

 
Maximum 
Contaminant 
Levels for 
PFOA and 
PFOS  

 
On March 3, 2026, DDW stated as part of 
its 2026 regulatory priorities that regulating 
PFAS is its top priority. DDW intends to 
start the process to adopt the federal PFAS 
MCL standards in fall 2026, obtain primacy, 
and work on California-specific PFAS 
regulations thereafter. 
 
On April 5, 2024, OEHHA adopted PHGs 
of 0.007 parts per trillion (ppt) for PFOA 
and 1 ppt for PFOS. A PHG (Public Health 
Goal) is the level of a drinking water 
contaminant that does not pose a significant 
risk to health with lifetime exposure. DDW 
will use the PHGs to develop drinking water 
standards for PFOA and PFOS that are as 
close to the PHGs as possible but still 
technically and economically achievable for 
drinking water systems. 
  

 
Once announced, staff will evaluate 
impacts and potential comments. 

 
Official release of the 
proposed regulation is 
anticipated in the fall of 
2026. 

 
SWRCB 

 
Notification and 
Response Levels 
for Manganese 

 
On June 2, 2026, DDW formally issued a 
revised Notification Level (NL) and 
Response Level (RL) for manganese. The 
NL is now 50 ppb (reduced from 500 ppb), 
which aligns with California’s secondary 
maximum contaminant level (SMCL), and 

 
The revised NL and RL are significantly 
lower than the 2003 NL and RL. Public 
water systems must notify their 
governing bodies and relevant agencies 
within 30 days of exceeding the SMCL, 
NL, or RL. The revised NL ends SMCL 

 
Final Notification Level 
(NL) and Response Level 
(RL) for manganese are 
effective June 2026.  
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Agency Regulation Summary Potential Impacts Regulatory Status 
the RL has been lowered from 5000 ppb to 
200 ppb. DDW also requested OEHHA to 
establish a PHG for manganese. This is 
potentially a first step towards formally 
adopting a primary drinking water standard 
for manganese. 
 
On September 4, 2025, DDW proposed 
revised notification and response levels for 
manganese and presented an informational 
item to the SWRCB on these levels on 
October 7, 2025. 
 

waivers, requiring SMCL monitoring, 
public notice, and treatment for source 
water manganese above the SMCL. 
Water agencies may need to report more 
instances of NL and RL exceedances in 
their Consumer Confidence Reports 
and/or make operational changes. Staff 
will continue to monitor new updates. 
 

 
SWRCB 

 
Statewide 
National 
Pollutant 
Discharge 
Elimination 
System 
(NPDES) 
General Permit 
for Discharges 
from Pest 
Control 
Applications 

 
On September 26, 2025, the SWRCB 
released an informal draft proposing to 
consolidate the following existing statewide 
NPDES general permits for residual 
pesticide discharges into one permit (Pest 
Control Permit): 

1. Aquatic Weed and Algae Control 
Permit (Water Quality Order 2013-
0002-DWQ) 

2. Vector Control Permit (Water Quality 
Order 2016-0039-DWQ) 

3. Spray Applications Permit (Water 
Quality Order 2016-0040-DWQ) 

4. Aquatic Animal Invasive Species 
Control Permit (Water Quality Order 
2016-0041-DWQ).  

The SWRCB is also proposing to expand 
the regulatory coverage to include 
discharges of aerially applied rodenticides 

 
Metropolitan utilizes the Statewide 
General Permit for Algae and Aquatic 
Weed Control Applications for copper 
sulfate applications at Diamond Valley 
Lake, Lake Mathews, and Lake Skinner. 
Moreover, Metropolitan utilizes the 
Statewide General Permit for Aquatic 
Animal Invasive Species Control 
Applications that provides permit 
coverage for any discharges from the 
raw water conveyance system. The 
proposed consolidation of existing 
permits into a single permit may impose 
additional monitoring and reporting 
requirements on stakeholders, including 
Metropolitan, which is currently enrolled 
in two residual pesticide discharge 
permits. 
 

 
The SWRCB is set to 
release an official draft in 
fall 2026, with subsequent 
workshops to follow. The 
final rule is scheduled to be 
adopted in 2027.  
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Agency Regulation Summary Potential Impacts Regulatory Status 
and non-pesticidal products used for aquatic 
weed and algae management. 

Metropolitan is collaborating with 
CMUA to address key concerns faced by 
utilities affected by the requirements of 
the proposed Pest Control Permit. 
 

 
SWRCB 

 
Water Quality 
Control Plan 

 
On December 12, 2025, the SWRCB 
released revised Draft Sacramento/Delta 
Updates to the Water Quality Control Plan 
(WQCP) for the San Francisco 
Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Watershed (Bay-Delta Plan). The draft 
updates include additional modeling of 
impacts and options for the program of 
implementation for incorporating a 
regulatory pathway, based on the proposed 
Plan amendments in the draft Staff Report, 
or a pathway based on the Healthy Rivers 
and Landscapes Program. The SWRCB had 
previously released draft updates in July 
2025 but rescinded the draft in September 
2025. 
 

 
Staff have reviewed the SWRCB’s 
revised WQCP and identified significant 
potential impacts to Metropolitan, 
including reduced water supplies to 
Southern California under the SWRCB 
staff’s proposed alternative - 
approximately 275 thousand acre-feet 
(TAF) on average and 500 TAF in dry 
years.  

 
A public hearing to receive 
comments on the latest draft 
Bay-Delta Plan was held 
January 28-30, 2026.  
 
Metropolitan submitted 
written public comments on 
February 2, 2026. 
 
An updated draft is expected 
this summer.  
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State Regulatory Matrix – Legend of Acronyms 

ACWA – Association of California Water Agencies FGC – Fish and Game Commission 

CA-NV AWWA – California-Nevada Section of the American Water Works Association OAL – Office of Administrative Law 
 

Cal/OSHA – California Occupational Safety and Health Administration OEHHA – Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 

CARB – California Air Resources Board PRR – Phylmar Regulatory Roundtable 

CCEEB – California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance SCAQMD – South Coast Air Quality Management District 

CDFW – California Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
 

SWC – State Water Contractors 

CESA – California Endangered Species Act SWRCB – State Water Resources Control Board 

CMUA – California Municipal Utilities Association WQCP – Water Quality Control Plan 
 

DTSC –Department of Toxic Substances Control  

DWR – Department of Water Resources  
 

 

DDW – Division of Drinking Water  
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Quarterly State and Federal
Regulatory Update

Legislation & Communications Committee

Item 6d
August 17, 2026
Presented by: Shradha Upadhayay
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Item 6d
Summary

Subject
Quarterly State and Federal Regulatory Update

Purpose
Provide update on regulatory developments that may 
impact Metropolitan 

Next Steps
• Regulatory matrices will be updated quarterly and 

posted on Metropolitan’s website

• Key rules will be presented at their respective 
committees
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State and 
Federal 

Updates

State
• Manganese Notification and Response Levels

• Lead and Copper Rule Improvements

• Advanced Clean Fleets

• Invasive Mussels Regulation

Federal
• PFAS

• Sixth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule

• Proposed Unmanned Aircraft Flight Restrictions
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Manganese Notification and Response Levels

State Water 
Resources 

Control Board

• On June 2, 2026, DDW formally issued a revised 
Notification Level (NL) and Response Level (RL) 
for manganese

• Revised NL cancels applicability of manganese 
secondary MCL waivers

• DDW asked OEHHA to set a PHG for manganese

Manganese SMCL:  50 ppb

Year NL (ppb) RL (ppb)

2003 500 5000

2023
(proposed) 20 200

2026 50 200
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Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI)

• On May 18, 2026, DDW proposed LCRI emergency 
rulemaking

• Requires PWSs to identify and replace all lead service 
lines within 10 years

• Removes the lead trigger level and lowers lead action 
level from 15 ppb to 10 ppb

• Plans an AB 1096 policy handbook for school and 
childcare lead testing

• Board hearing: August 19, 2026

• Anticipated effective date: November 1, 2027

State Water 
Resources 

Control Board
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Invasive Mussels Regulation
• On July 6, 2026, California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife published proposed Invasive Mussels 
regulations

• Expands the definition to include golden and other 
invasive mussels

• Strengthens inspection and decontamination 
requirements

• Requires water systems to update permits, control 
plans, and reporting requirements

• Public comments are due August 18, 2026

California 
Department 

Fish and 
Wildlife
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Advanced Clean Fleets (ACF)
• On April 2, 2026, CARB released the 15-day 

Rulemaking Package for State and Local 
Governments (SLG)

• Extends 50/50 ZEV and internal-combustion vehicle 
purchasing option through 2029

• Requires 100%  ZEV purchasing beginning in 2030

• On June 1, CARB released a Second 15-day 
Rulemaking Package

• Requires SLG fleets to report vehicles they own, rent, 
lease or operate under contract

California 
Air Resources 

Board
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Advanced Clean Fleets (ACF)
• Metropolitan submitted comments on June 16

• Contractor requirement creates ambiguity, procurement 
concerns, and compliance risk 

• On July 30, 2026, CARB submitted the final ACF 
package for OAL approval

• Contracted vehicle requirements remain

• Applies when an agency dispatches a specific vehicle to 
a specific destination (Statement of Reasons)

• Evaluated by CARB on a case-by-case basis

• Pending OAL approval by September 11, 2026; 
tentative effective date January 1, 2027

California 
Air Resources 

Board

208



PFAS
• On May 20, 2026, EPA published two proposed 

PFAS drinking water rules

• Compliance Extension Rule

• Extends the compliance deadline for PFOA and PFOS 
from 2029 to 2031 

• PFAS Rescission Rule

• Rescinds the MCLs for PFHxS, PFNA, GenX chemicals 
and PFBS

• Metropolitan previously commented that regulating 
these PFAS was premature

• Public hearing: July 7; Public comments: July 20

Environmental 
Protection 

Agency (EPA)
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Sixth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring 
Rule (UCMR 6)
• On July 1, 2026, EPA proposed UCMR 6 to require 

Public Water Systems to monitor 30 unregulated 
contaminants

• Key provisions

• 12-month monitoring period between 2028-2030

• 30 contaminants including certain PFAS, pesticides, 
and chemicals used in industrial processes

• UCMR 5 listed 29 PFAS and lithium

• Public comments are due August 31, 2026

Environmental 
Protection 

Agency (EPA)

210



Federal 
Aviation 

Administration
(FAA)

Unmanned Aircraft Flight Restrictions 
(UAFR)

• On May 6,  2026, FAA proposed to establish drone 
restrictions over critical sites

• Input from 16 critical sectors to develop criteria for 
UAFR eligibility 

• Rule aims to mitigate potential threats from drones 
operating near critical infrastructure 

• Metropolitan submitted comments on August 5, 
2026

• Recommend a flexible risk-based approach

• Security needs of large, open water systems
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Questions

Quarterly Update on  
Federal and State Regulatory Activities
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External Affairs 

• Monthly Activity Report for July 2026

Summary 

This report provides a summary of External Affairs activities for June 16, 2026, through July 22, 2026. 

Purpose 

Informational 

Attachments 

Detailed Report – External Affairs Group’s Monthly Activities for June 16, 2026, through July 22, 2026 
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2 July 22, 2026 

Activities Supporting the General Manager’s Strategic Priorities 
Empower the workforce and promote diversity, equity, and inclusion 
Media Services distributed the fourth edition of Inside Met, Metropolitan’s 
news magazine for employees. This June/July issue highlighted June Safety 
Month and the work staff and managers across the district are doing to 
ensure employees go home safely. The team participated in Safety Fair 
events at both the Diemer Water Treatment plant and the Weymouth Water 
Treatment plant to connect with field staff, include them in social media 
activities, and increase awareness about and gather feedback to inform 
future editions of Inside Met.  

The Creative Design Team collaborated with the Office of Safety, Security 
and Protection to tape three interviews regarding our safety culture, 
featuring two field employees and General Manager Deshmukh speaking 
about the importance of safety values in the workplace. The team also taped 
an introduction for safety training by the GM. 

Media Services developed an Instagram reel in honor of the World Cup, using the event to highlight the 
many teams across Metropolitan that contribute to its mission to deliver water reliability to the region. 
They also created a reel highlighting each team’s “Walkout Song” at Jensen Water Treatment Plant, 
using the Instagram trend to highlight the various trades and expertise required at one facility to deliver 
safe, reliable water.  
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3 July 22, 2026 

The Creative Design Team completed work on two campaigns. The workforce development campaign 
“See Yourself in Water” was developed in collaboration with the Office of Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion and is available to member agencies and other water industry partners. “Can’t Beat the Tap,” 
our tap water awareness campaign, will also be shared with member agencies and other organizations 
that want to build public confidence in tap water. Both campaigns feature a suite of assets that include a 
style guide, social media templates, pop-up/tradeshow display art, and printed materials. The tap water 
campaign was also created in Spanish. 

The Creative Design Team also collaborated with Business Outreach in the Office of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion to create a suite of assets for the October MetWorks event, which is expected to draw 
record attendance from within our service area and several directors. Design services were provided for 
save-the-date materials and invitations, handouts and other collateral. 

Adapt to changing climate and water resources 
Colorado River 
Federal legislative staff provided updates to congressional staff on the status of ongoing discussions on 
future operations of the Colorado River and the anticipated timeline for when decisions need to be made 
for water year 2027 operations. 

The Press Office issued a news release on Metropolitan’s agreement with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation to add water to Lake Mead to help protect water levels in the reservoir. The announcement 
gained media attention from several radio, television and print news outlets, including an interview 
between LA Times Reporter Lila Seidman and Bill Hasencamp.  

The Press Office arranged for Bill Hasencamp to be featured as a guest on LAist’s AirTalk with Larry 
Mantle to talk about Lake Mead and Lake Powell reaching the lowest combined storage in history and 
how Metropolitan is navigating these conditions on the Colorado River system. The interview also 
highlighted the agreement between Reclamation and Metropolitan to protect water levels in Lake Mead.  

The Press Office coordinated an interview between Bill Hasencamp and LA Times Reporter Ian James 
to discuss the latest on Colorado River negotiations and activities.   

The Press Office arranged an interview between Bill Hasencamp and Global Water Intelligence 
correspondent Tom Church regarding post-2026 negotiations on the Colorado River, the pending Record 
of Decision, the Lower Basin’s position and the operational implications of the federal process for 
Metropolitan and its member agencies.  

State Water Project 
The Press Office coordinated an interview between reporter Cariad Thronson and Maureen Martin for an 
update on Sites Reservoir for Maven’s Notebook. The interview focused on Metropolitan’s interest in 
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4 July 22, 2026 

the project, as well as the impact of the State Water Resources Control Board’s draft water rights 
decision. 

The Press Office supported a request from the State Water Contractors and Department of Water 
Resources on a project titled “Meet the Contractors,” to promote the value of the State Water Project to 
communities across the region. GM Deshmukh was interviewed as part of the video series at Jensen 
Water Treatment Plant.  

The Press Office issued a news release on the Board’s approval of the construction and restoration of 
approximately 2,800 acres of wetlands and upland habitat on Webb Tract in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta.  

Protect public health, the regional economy, and Metropolitan’s assets 
Federal Legislative Activities 
The Washington, DC Legislative staff are closely monitoring the FY 2027 appropriations process. This 
process will not be completed before FY 2026 ends on Sept. 30, and Congress is developing a 
continuing resolution funding the government at FY 2026 levels until mid-December.  

State Legislative Activities 
For the month of July, the State Legislature took its annual summer recess, which is a month-long break 
with no committees or floor sessions. Staff are continuing to monitor the progress of budget negotiations 
with a close eye on the climate bond and greenhouse gas reduction fund spending plans. 

In other news, Metropolitan’s Board of Directors adopted a support position on AB 1894 (Rubio) which 
seeks to strike a balance between controlling the spread of invasive mussels and maintaining water 
supply reliability. Metropolitan staff will be bringing information items on the November ballot in the 
coming months. 

Pure Water Southern California 
Community Relations staff continued engagement efforts 
to raise awareness of the proposed Pure Water Southern 
California program. Staff collaborated with the Education 
Team to host students participating in Pacoima Beautiful’s 
Agua University program and the Coro Youth Fellows 
program at the Grace F. Napolitano Pure Water Southern 
California Innovation Center. Staff also continued 
coordination with the West Basin Municipal Water District 
regarding the Carson High School internship program. 

Staff presented program updates to the Los Angeles 
Regional Water Quality Control Board and Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts’ Warren Facility 
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5 July 22, 2026 

Citizens Advisory Committee. Staff also participated in meetings and workshops focused on recycled 
water communications and engagement, direct potable reuse implementation strategies, and ongoing 
outreach coordination with program partners. 

Continuing our collaboration with water agencies throughout 
Southern California, staff toured Orange County Water District’s 
Groundwater Replenishment System to observe its outreach and 
educational practices and met with Las Virgenes Municipal Water 
District to discuss its tasting station approach and experiences.  

The Media Services and Public Outreach team 
collaborated to create an Instagram reel based on 
a social media trend to promote the Aug. 29 
public tour.  

Metropolitan’s Infrastructure 

The Press Office provided support and coordination within Metropolitan’s 
Emergency Operations Center to respond to the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power’s water main break in West Hollywood.  

Media Services released the July e-newsletter, highlighting work on Garvey Reservoir and the increased 
Capital Investment Plan for infrastructure and system reliability. 

The Press Office arranged on-camera interviews at both the Pure Water demonstration Plant and Hinds 
Pumping Plant for interviews with GM Deshmukh and Assistant GM John Bednarski for the PBS series 
“Weathered,” which is focused on climate, extreme weather, natural disasters and how communities can 
adapt and prepare for the risks ahead. The interviews covered challenges and solutions on the Colorado 
River, as well as seismic resilience and what Metropolitan is doing to 
ensure a reliable water supply in the event of a major earthquake.  

The Creative Design Team completed the Annual Water Quality report in 
collaboration with Treatment and Water Quality staff. The report was 
posted on July 1, and a Spanish version will be posted by the end of July. 
The report was accompanied by a homepage story on mwdh2o.com to 
elevate visibility of the report. 
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6 July 22, 2026 

Partner with interested parties and the communities we serve 
 
Legislative Services   
Legislative Services staff met with Representative Gil Cisneros’ district office to provide updates on 
Metropolitan’s legislative priorities. Staff attended the Greater West Covina Business Association’s 
legislative breakfast with Assemblymember Blanca Rubio and supported Assemblymember Pilar 
Schiavo’s community event by contributing back‑to‑school supplies provided by the Education Team.  

Member Services and Public Outreach collaborated with Legislative Services to host staff and interns 
from Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel’s office at the Joseph Jensen Water Treatment Plant, providing 
firsthand exposure to the region’s water system and treatment process to help future policymakers better 
understand the infrastructure, operations, and water resources that directly serve the communities they 
represent. 

 
Legislative Services staff coordinated the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce’s Welcome 
Reception in honor of GM Deshmukh. The event convened more than 100 business, civic, and 
community leaders from across the region, providing an opportunity to highlight how Metropolitan’s 
ongoing infrastructure investments and regional partnerships contribute to long‑term water reliability, 
supporting the region’s economic foundation. The GM also emphasized Metropolitan’s commitment to 
creating opportunities for local businesses, including small and disabled veteran‑owned firms, as critical 
capital projects move forward.  

Assistant GM Dee Zinke and Legislative Services staff attended the Association of Water Agencies of 
Ventura County WaterWise Breakfast, where the Department of Water Resources provided a planning 
update on the Delta Conveyance Project. Staff also participated in a DWR presentation on the project to 
the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce. Metropolitan continued its role as bronze sponsor of the 
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Western Riverside Council of Governments’ General Assembly, supporting regional collaboration and 
public‑sector engagement. 

Legislative Services staff engaged with the member agencies in several activities. Staff participated as a 
panelist in West Basin Municipal Water District’s Water for Tomorrow community conversations, 
emphasizing Metropolitan’s role in regional water reliability, with Director Gloria Gray also in 
attendance. Staff joined Calleguas Municipal Water District’s dedication ceremony of the Calleguas 
ASR Wellfield Generator Building in honor of former Metropolitan Director Steve Blois. Staff 
monitored meetings where the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District formed a new Joint Powers 
Authority with regional partners to advance desalination and local resource development. Staff also 
monitored the Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s action to join the newly formed San Bernardino Water & 
Power Authority, established by the County Board of Supervisors to support financing for regional water 
and energy infrastructure.  

Legislative Services, Member Services and Public Outreach hosted the California Municipal Utilities 
Association Legislative/Regulatory Committee at Metropolitan Headquarters, reinforcing Metropolitan’s 
partnership with municipal utilities across California. 

Media Services and Creative Design 
Media Services posted a reel to Instagram highlighting Metropolitan’s partnerships 
with local universities and the interns who gain mentorship and hands-on career 
opportunities at the district.  

The Press Office distributed a news release on Reddy Pakala joining the 
Metropolitan Board to represent the Calleguas Municipal Water District. 

A new brochure was created in partnership with Water Resources Management to 
guide homeowners faced with decisions for landscaping after a fire. In addition, two 
new pieces to promote life in desert housing were created: a flyer to help Human 
Resources recruit for desert employees and a pocket guide for housing maintenance 
questions for new residents. 
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Member Services and Public Outreach 
Member Services and Public Outreach finalized the CAMP4W 
Community Engagement Standards, a goal in the CAMP4W Five-
Year Implementation Strategy. The Creative Design Team provided 
design for the Community Engagement Standards fact sheet.  

Staff contracted with a research firm to continue conducting focus 
groups aimed at assessing public confidence in tap water. Two 
in‑person focus groups were held in late June, with a total of five 
focus groups overall as part of this effort. Staff is reviewing the data 
collected and will share results once finalized. 

Staff participated in the kickoff meeting of the US Water Alliance’s 
Community-Centered Planning Task Force. As part of this effort, 
Metropolitan will collaborate with Strength-Based Communities for 
Change, a community-based organization, to develop a community 
engagement plan that supports and strengthens public understanding of local water systems. 

Member Services and Public Outreach staff hosted Director Crawford, Cal Water Service Board 
members and executive leadership at Metropolitan Headquarters, facilitating discussions between GM 
Deshmukh, Metropolitan executive staff, and Cal Water leadership to strengthen executive-level 
relationships and discuss shared priorities. 

Member Services and Public Outreach staff coordinated a tour for the City of Yorba Linda at the 
Robert B. Diemer Water Treatment Plant, providing city staff with an overview of Metropolitan’s 
operations, emergency preparedness and resiliency efforts, and best practices for maintaining 
reliable water service during major emergencies like wildfires. This tour helped strengthen 
Metropolitan’s relationship with the host community of the treatment plant. 
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9 July 22, 2026 

Education Programs 

The Education Team partnered with the Water Replenishment District and 
Metropolitan’s Workforce Development to support the Compton Unified 
School District Summer Internship Program. The team hosted a full-day 
field trip where students listened to a panel with professionals 
representing imported water, engineering, and water operations. Students 
also completed an interactive lesson illustrating water’s journey along the 
Colorado River Aqueduct.  

The Education Team hosted 
three Coro High School 
Fellows for a two-week 
internship. After job shadowing and field trips to Pure 
Water Southern California and Diamond Valley Lake, 
they produced a social media video on water 
conservation. Each intern also created a “Career Day 
Toolkit” for K-12 schools. In addition, the team 
collaborated with Engineering and Real Property to 
provide an inspection trip for nine college interns from 
Cal Poly Pomona, Cal State Fullerton, and Cal State 
Long Beach.  
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The Education Team supported a community event in Temecula hosted by the Western Municipal 
Water District. Staff also co-facilitated a workshop for Agua University, an initiative of Pacoima 
Beautiful, engaging 40 students from the San Fernando Valley in environmental education and water 
stewardship. For the third consecutive year, staff supported the annual Summer Math Camp at the 
University of Southern California, where 100 African American students explored STEM careers in 
the water industry and learned about water use efficiency. 

The Education Team hosted the first of four workshops for the California Environmental Education 
Foundation at Metropolitan headquarters. As a major sponsor, Metropolitan, along with LADWP, 
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, Eastern Municipal Water District, and the Inland Empire 
Utilities Agency, co-hosted the 7th annual CEEF Summer Teacher Institute. In partnership with 
Project WET, staff facilitated lessons aligned with Next Generation Science Standards focused on 
water conveyance and reuse. Thirty-one educators are participating, with a potential impact of 2,000 
students. 

Community Partnering Program 
The Community Partnering Program sponsored three water education and conservation partnerships 
this period: 

• Hands 4 Hope “Water Explorers: A Water Education & Conservation Learning Series” is a
four-week, hands-on educational series designed to introduce children and teens at Hands 4
Hope LA to the importance of water conservation, water supply systems, and the
environmental realities of living in Los Angeles. Embedded within the organization’s
summer academic program, the initiative uses experiential learning, field trips, and STEAM-
aligned instruction to help youth build a deeper understanding of the region’s water resources
and their role in sustaining them. The project engages students ages 8–18 who live in the San
Fernando Valley.

• South Bay Parkland Conservancy’s “Creating Water Conservation Habitats” is a partnership
with local schools in the South Bay to increase the number of conservation and pollinator
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gardens to engage students and the community in conservation through garden knowledge. 
Educational presentations and materials educate students on how to plan, develop, install and 
maintain a successful water conservation native habitat.   

• Moulton Niguel Water District’s “NatureScape Demonstration Garden Interpretive Signs” is
a series of permanent interpretive signs for the NatureScape Demonstration Garden at the
District’s headquarters. This garden is an important public education resource that showcases
California-friendly landscaping, efficient irrigation practices, recycled water use, and
watershed-friendly design. The interpretive signage will enhance the visitor experience and
strengthen MNWD’s ability to educate the community about the value of water and the role
of sustainable landscapes in long-term water reliability.

Inspection Trips Program 
The Inspection Trips Team began preparations for the FY 2026/27 trip season. Staff notified 
directors of their confirmed trip dates and started planning for the first trips, which begin in 
September. The team also launched preparations for the Member Agency Inspection Trip 
Coordinator Annual Planning Meeting in August, which will bring together Metropolitan and 
member agency staff to discuss updates for the new season. 

Construction Outreach  
The Community Relations team continued proactive communications and coordination to support 
operational activities, system maintenance, and upcoming construction projects. Staff worked with 
local agencies, residents, partner organizations, and internal project teams regarding planned 
activities at Live Oak and Garvey reservoirs, Sepulveda Feeder and San Diego pipelines.  

Staff also continued developing outreach materials for the Garvey Reservoir Rehabilitation and 
Sepulveda Feeder Reach 2 projects. 

Staff remained responsive to community needs, addressing residents’ questions. Staff also supported 
internal coordination by presenting at a training for shutdown project managers. 

Hands for Hope LA Moulton Niguel 
Water District 

South Bay Parkland Conservancy 
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Community Relations in the Palo Verde Valley 
The Community Relations Program Manager represented Metropolitan at multiple 
community‑focused meetings throughout the Palo Verde Valley, including the Community 
Improvement Fund, Community Advisory Committee, Community Enhancement Collaborative 
(CEC), and the Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID) monthly board meeting. 

The CEC approved its second round of grants totaling approximately $1.068 million, bringing the 
total awarded this year to $1.38 million. These investments support local projects, small businesses, 
and community‑driven improvements across the valley. 

Staff is preparing for the PVID trustee elections in September. Interviews with potential candidates 
will be scheduled with Metropolitan directors and executive staff. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

August 2026 

1 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Assistance for 
Disadvantaged 
Communities 

H.R. 4733 
Sorenson, D-IL 
Bresnahan, R-PA 
Lawler, R-NY 
Kelly, D-IL 
Fitzpatrick, R-PA 
Davids, D-KS 
Moylan, R-Guam 
McBath, D-GA 

12/01/25: Referred 
to the House  
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on 
Water Resources 
and Environment.  

Low-Income Household Water 
Assistance Program (LIHWAP) 
Establishment Act 

Establishes a permanent, nationwide 
water assistance program to help 
low-income households with their 
water and wastewater bills. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill makes permanent the 
temporary low-income household 
water assistance program 
established at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Sustained 
federal assistance to help low-
income households afford their 
water and wastewater bills would 
help residents in Metropolitan’s 
service area and its member 
agencies. 

Conservation H.R. 1871 
Huffman (D-CA) 
Moore (R-UT) 

S. 857
Curtis (R-UT)
Padilla (D-CA)

3/05/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

3/05/25: Referred 
to the Senate 
Committee on 
Finance. 

Water Conservation Rebate Tax 
Parity Act 

Amends the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 to expand the exclusion for 
conservation subsidies to include 
water conservation or efficiency 
measures and stormwater 
management measures. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill makes rebates that 
homeowners receive for water 
conservation improvements to 
their home, including smart 
irrigation systems and turf 
removal, exempt from federal 
taxes. If enacted, Metropolitan 
and its member agencies would 
no longer need to provide tax 
forms at the end of the year to 
customers that have received 
$600 or more in water 
conservation rebates. 

8/17/2026 LEG Committee Meeting 7a Page 1 of 10

226



Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

August 2026 
   

2 
 
 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Cybersecurity H.R. 2594 
Crawford (R-AR) 
Bresnahan (R-PA) 
Finstad (R-MN) 

4/02/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committees on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure and 
Energy and 
Commerce. 

Water Risk and Resilience 
Organization 
 

To establish a Water Risk and 
Resilience Organization to develop 
cybersecurity regulations for the 
water sector. 

OPPOSE 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill establishes a new 
regulatory body, the Water Risk 
and Resilience Organization 
(WRRO), that would be overseen 
by EPA but is separate from 
EPA. The WRRO is tasked with 
developing and enforcing 
cybersecurity requirements for 
the water sector. If enacted this 
bill would subject Metropolitan 
and its member agencies to new 
unknown regulatory 
requirements. The legislation 
does not provide clear guidance 
to the WRRO on what type of 
cybersecurity standards are 
appropriate for the water sector 
other than relying on “best 
practices” and fails to ensure new 
regulations would not be 
duplicative of existing 
requirements some water systems 
are already subject to. 
Additionally, the legislation does 
not include funding to help water 
systems comply with new 
regulations, instead it includes a 
punitive penalty of up to $25,000 
per day for violation. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

August 2026 

3 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Endangered 
Species Act 
Oversight 

H.R. 831 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Lee (D-NV) 
Titus (D-NV) 
Horsford (D-NV) 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Ciscomoni (R-AZ) 

S. 291
Padilla (D-CA)
Schiff (D-CA)
Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Rosen (D-NV)
Kelly (D-AZ)
Gallego (D-AZ)

3/17/26: Passed 
House; Received 
in the Senate. 

2/04/26: Passed 
out of the Senate 
Committee on 
Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Lower Colorado River Multi-
Species Conservation Program 
Amendment Act of 2025 

Establishes an interest-bearing 
account for the non-federal 
contributions to the Lower 
Colorado River Multi-Species 
Conservation Program (LCR 
MSCP). 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

The LCR MSCP program 
addresses the needs of threatened 
and endangered species and 
provides reliability for water 
deliveries and hydropower 
production. The bill will allow 
the Bureau of Reclamation to 
hold the non-federal funds for the 
LCR MSCP in an interest-bearing 
account. The interest collected 
will be reinvested in LCR MSCP 
projects, contributing to the 
continued success of this program 
and helping offset the impact of 
inflation. This bill would benefit 
Metropolitan because we are a 
member of California’s LCR 
MSCP participant group. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

August 2026 
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Endangered 
Species Act 
Oversight 

H.R. 1894 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Costa (D-CA) 
McClintock (R-CA) 
Issa (R-CA) 

3/06/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

Federally Integrated Species 
Health Act or the “FISH Act” 
 
Transfers the authority to oversee 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
related responsibilities for 
anadromous fish from the Secretary 
of Commerce to the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill would consolidate the 
management and regulation of 
anadromous fish under the ESA 
at the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Currently, ESA authority is split 
between FWS and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS). California’s water 
delivery system and its fisheries 
would benefit from having a 
single federal agency responsible 
for anadromous species 
management.  
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

H.R. 3158 
Lee (D-NV) 
Amodei (R-NV) 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
Horsford (D-NV) 
Titus (D-NV) 
Ansari (D-AZ) 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Cisneros (D-CA) 
Schweikert5 (R-AZ) 
 
S. 1570 
Cortez Masto (D-NV) 
Kelly (D-AZ) 
Gallego (D-AZ) 
Rosen (D-AZ) 
Padilla (D-CA) 
Schiff (D-CA) 
 

1/23/26: Included 
in report language 
accompanying 
FY26 consolidated 
appropriations bill, 
P.L. 119-74.  
 
 

Help Hoover Dam Act 
 
Amends the Boulder Canyon Project 
Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to expend money in the 
Colorado River Dam fund. 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This legislation gives the Bureau 
of Reclamation authority to 
utilize stranded funds paid by the 
Hoover Dam power contractors 
for operations, maintenance, 
repair, and clean up actions at 
Hoover Dam. The bill would 
benefit Metropolitan and its 
member agencies by providing a 
new source of funding for needed 
work on Hoover Dam.  
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

H.R. 6204 
Lee (D-NV) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
 
S. 3693 
Cortez Masto (D-NV) 
Curtis (R-UT) 
 

11/20/25: Referred 
to the House 
Natural Resources 
Committee. 
 
6/10/26: Reported 
out favorably by  
the Senate Energy 
and Natural 
Resources 
Committee. 

Large-Scale Water Recycling 
Reauthorization Act 
 
Reauthorizes for another five years 
the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
competitive grant program for the 
planning, design, and construction of 
large-scale water recycling and 
reclamation projects. 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill benefits Metropolitan 
and our member agencies by 
reauthorizing Reclamation’s 
program to provide funding for 
our Pure Water project and other 
large-scale recycled water 
projects in the Colorado River 
Basin and throughout the West.  

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

S. 3737 
Padilla (D-CA) 

3/17/26: Hearing 
held before the 
Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on 
Water and Power. 

Growing Resilient Operations 
from Water Saving and 
Municipal-Agricultural 
Reciprocally-beneficial 
Transactions Act or the “GROW 
SMART Act” 
 
Amends the Reclamation States 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 
1991 to provide financial and 
technical assistance to eligible 
entities for the conduct of innovative 
approaches to voluntary water 
partnership agreements among 
multiple water users and projects 
conducted by individual agricultural 
entities. 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill creates a new grant 
program at the Bureau of 
Reclamation to fund 
demonstration projects to assess 
the feasibility of voluntarily 
switching to a variety of more 
water efficient agricultural 
practices. It could be used to 
support Metropolitan’s work in 
the Palo Verde Valley and 
elsewhere.  
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

S.3738 
Padilla (D-CA) 

7/29/26: Amended 
to remove the 
grant program to 
help fund repairs 
to California’s 
water conveyance 
system. Approved 
by the Senate 
Energy and 
Natural Resources 
Committee. 

Making Our communities Resilient 
through Enhancing Water for 
Agriculture, Technology, the 
Environment, and Residences Act 
or the “MORE WATER Act” 
 
Amends the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to 
reauthorize the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s large-scale water 
recycling and reuse program and 
extends the Title XVI water 
recycling grant program and 
environmental restoration grant 
program. 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles 

This bill would help boost water 
supply reliability by extending 
the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
water recycling programs and 
environmental restoration 
program.  

Source Water 
Protection 

S. 350 
Padilla (D-CA) 
Daines (R-MT) 

7/17/25: 
Discharged from 
the Senate 
Committee on 
Energy and 
Natural Resources, 
referred to the 
Senate Committee 
on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and 
Forestry. 

Wildfire Emergency Act of 2025 
 
To direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to select and implement 
landscape-scale forest restoration 
projects, to assist communities in 
increasing their resilience to wildfire, 
and for other purposes. 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill has water supply, water 
quality, and ecosystem benefits 
for the Colorado River watershed 
and State Water Project 
watershed. Proper forest 
management and wildfire 
prevention promotes runoff, helps 
protect water quality, and 
improves habitat. 
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Source Water 
Protection 

H.R. 1267 
Perez (D-WA)  
Maloy (R-UT) 
 
 
 

2/12/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committees on 
Energy and 
Commerce and 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

Water Systems PFAS Liability 
Protection Act 
 
Provides exemptions to drinking 
water and wastewater facilities from 
liability under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 (CERCLA) for PFAS 
chemicals designated as hazardous 
substances.    

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

The bill follows the “polluters 
pay” principle for cleanup of 
PFAS under CERCLA by 
shielding drinking water and 
wastewater systems from cleanup 
liability when they properly 
dispose of water treatment 
byproducts containing PFAS.  

Source Water 
Protection 

H.R. 1459 
Crow (D-CO) 
 
S. 670  
Bennet (D-CO) 
Wyden (D-OR) 
Hickenlooper (D-CO) 
Gallego (D-AZ) 
Rosen (D-NV) 

3/20/25: Referred 
to the House  
Agriculture 
Subcommittee on 
Conservation, 
Research and 
Biotechnology.  
 
2/20/25: Referred 
to the Senate 
Committee on 
Agriculture, 
Nutrition and 
Forestry. 
 
 

Protect the West Act of 2025 
 
Establishes a $60 billion fund at the 
Treasury Department for use by the 
Secretary of Agriculture for 
restoration and resilience projects, 
wildfire risk reduction projects and 
habitat restoration projects. 
 
 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill would benefit 
Metropolitan and its member 
agencies by funding projects to 
improve watershed health. It 
creates a grant program for 
restoration and resilience projects 
to improve forest conditions, 
rangeland health, watershed 
functions, or wildlife habitat. 
Additional grants would provide 
funding for partnership projects 
to reduce wildfire risk, restore 
habitat, and expand access to the 
outdoors. State agencies, local 
and tribal governments, and 
special districts may use these 
funds along with partner 
organizations.  
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Source Water 
Protection 

H.R. 2093 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Garamendi (D-CA) 
Rouzer (R-NC) 

3/14/25:  Referred 
to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

Federal Water Pollution Control 
Permitting Terms 
 
Amends the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act (Clean Water Act) with 
respect to permitting terms. 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This legislation would extend the 
maximum term for National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permits issued 
under the Clean Water Act from 5 
to 10 years for public agencies 
that have demonstrated 
compliance with existing permit 
conditions. This change is 
designed to better reflect the 
construction schedules for public 
agencies. 

Water Project 
Authorizations 

H.R. 338 
Costa (D-CA) 
Min (D-CA) 
Valadao (R-CA) 

11/19/25: Hearing 
held before the  
House Natural 
Resources 
Subcommittee on 
Water, Wildlife 
and Fisheries 

Every Drop Counts Act 
 
Amends the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to raise the 
cap for eligible groundwater storage 
projects from 30,000 AF per year to 
150,000 AF per year. 
 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

Increasing the size of 
groundwater storage projects 
eligible to apply for this funding 
could benefit Metropolitan and 
our member agencies. The 
proposed cap of 150,000 AF per 
year is more than twice the 
annual storage capacity of the 
AVEK High Desert Water Bank. 
The revised program would 
create a new funding opportunity 
for larger scale groundwater 
storage projects in the Central 
Valley. 
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Position Effects on MWD 

Water Project 
Authorizations  

H.R. 1311 
Harder (D-CA) 

2/13/25: Referred 
to the House 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 
Subcommittee on 
Water Resources 
and Environment. 

Stop the Tunnels Act 
 
Prohibits the Corps of Engineers 
from issuing a permit for the Delta 
Conveyance Project. 

OPPOSE 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill prevents the Army 
Corps from issuing a Clean Water 
Act section 404 permit for the 
Delta Conveyance Project. 
Metropolitan has invested in the 
planning and permitting process 
for this project and if enacted, 
this bill would stop the permitting 
process from moving forward. 
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External Affairs Activities
Legislation & Communications Committee

Item 7a

August 17, 2026

Presented by: Dee Zinke
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Item 7a
Summary

Subject
Report on Activities from External Affairs

Purpose
To provide management announcements 
and highlights for External Affairs  
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Federal
Update

S.3738, the MORE Water Act

• Extends three USBR grant programs
• Large-Scale Water Recycling 
• Title XVI Water Recycling
• Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

• Amended to remove new grant program 
to help fund repairs to water conveyance 
systems

• Bill Advanced Out of Committee
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Association 
of California 

Water 
Agencies

 Statewide survey 
conducted by 

ACWA and FM3 
Research 
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Recognizing a Leader

Water 
Quality

• Honoring Ina Roth

• Represented Beverly Hills 
1984-1992

• Chair, Water Quality 
Committee

• Join us

• August 20 at 9 am 

Jensen Ozone Building
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