
















































































































































































































































































Preliminary Planning & Ideas
• Branding for outreach 

• Video documentary

• Premiere event & celebration

• 2028 Rose Parade Float

• Updated gallery installation at HQ

• Water Odyssey addendum

• Employee appreciation opportunities
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• Time capsule

• Postcard series

• Centennial open house/facility tours

• Family activities for staff

• Commemorative postage stamp 

and/or Metro Tap Card

• Public Historical Archives Portal

• Traveling exhibit with historical artifacts

• Replica of the Big Map from the Patton 

Museum

• Historical mural

• Commemorative issue of Inside Met

• Collaborations with Kaiser Permanente

Additional Brainstorming Ideas
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Centennial 
Branding

Outreach  & Communications 
• Development of Centennial branding for use 

throughout 2028

• Dedicated web page

• Branded collateral for inspection trips, facility 

tours and other events

• Could be applied to student art calendar and 

other educational activities
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Documentary & Social Media Series 

Video 
Production
Ideation

• 20-minute documentary

• In-house production

• Potential themes:

• Exploration of  parallels between 

challenges and solutions of the past and 

those we face today

• Story of how Metropolitan continually 

meets the needs of a growing region with 

foresight, ingenuity and innovation

• Social Media Series
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2028 Rose Parade Opportunity: 
Honoring our History with a Float

1935

1939 1941
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• Participation in the 2028 Rose Parade would 

serve as a signature Centennial celebration

• Provides a highly visible platform to 

recognize Metropolitan’s legacy that reaches 

tens of millions

• Could be used to promote a message or 

theme to advance a district priority or 

initiative beyond local media market

Rose Parade
Opportunity
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Metropolitan would partner with a commercial builder for the 

float’s design, construction, decoration, testing & operation.

Staff would direct and collaborate on the work to ensure the 

float represents Metropolitan’s mission, vision, 

accomplishments and impact.

Tournament of Roses Application Fee $35,000

Float Design, Construction, Testing & Operations $400,000

Total Cost $435,000

Approach & Cost

Application deadline for 2028 Parade is September 2026

Rose Parade
Opportunity
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Metropolitan’s 
Centennial

• Gather Board feedback

• If interested, pursue board approval for Rose Parade  

float funding

• Further explore, plan, develop and implement 

centennial ideas

• Provide periodic updates to the Board

• Consider  impacts and opportunities from 2028 

Summer Olympics

Next Steps
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

July 2026 

1 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Assistance for 
Disadvantaged 
Communities 

H.R. 4733 
Sorenson, D-IL 
Bresnahan, R-PA 
Lawler, R-NY 
Kelly, D-IL 
Fitzpatrick, R-PA 
Davids, D-KS 
Moylan, R-Guam 
McBath, D-GA 

12/01/25: Referred 
to the 
Subcommittee on 
Water Resources 
and Environment. 
Action By: 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

Low-Income Household 
Water Assistance Program 
(LIHWAP) Establishment Act 

Establishes a permanent, 
nationwide water assistance 
program to help low-income 
households with their water and 
wastewater bills. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill makes permanent the 
temporary low-income household 
water assistance program established 
at the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Sustained federal 
assistance to help low-income 
households afford their water and 
wastewater bills would help residents 
in Metropolitan’s service area and its 
member agencies. 

Conservation H.R. 1871 
Huffman (D-CA) 
Moore (R-UT) 

S. 857
Curtis (R-UT)
Padilla (D-CA)

3/05/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

3/05/25: Referred 
to the Senate 
Committee on 
Finance. 

Water Conservation Rebate 
Tax Parity Act 

Amends the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to expand the 
exclusion for conservation 
subsidies to include water 
conservation or efficiency 
measures and stormwater 
management measures. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill makes rebates that 
homeowners receive for water 
conservation improvements to their 
home, including smart irrigation 
systems and turf removal, exempt 
from federal taxes. If enacted, 
Metropolitan and its member 
agencies would no longer need to 
provide tax forms at the end of the 
year to customers that have received 
$600 or more in water conservation 
rebates. 

7/13/2026 Leg Committee Meeting 6b Page 1 of 10
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

July 2026 

2 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Cybersecurity H.R. 2594 
Crawford (R-AR) 
Bresnahan (R-PA) 
Finstad (R-MN) 

4/02/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committees on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure and 
Energy and 
Commerce. 

Water Risk and Resilience 
Organization 

To establish a Water Risk and 
Resilience Organization to 
develop cybersecurity 
regulations for the water sector. 

OPPOSE 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill establishes a new regulatory 
body, the Water Risk and Resilience 
Organization (WRRO), that would be 
overseen by EPA but is separate 
from EPA. The WRRO is tasked 
with developing and enforcing 
cybersecurity requirements for the 
water sector. If enacted, this bill 
would subject Metropolitan and its 
member agencies to new unknown 
regulatory requirements. The 
legislation does not provide clear 
guidance to the WRRO on what type 
of cybersecurity standards are 
appropriate for the water sector other 
than relying on “best practices” and 
fails to ensure new regulations would 
not be duplicative of existing 
requirements some water systems are 
already subject to. Additionally, the 
legislation does not include funding 
to help water systems comply with 
new regulations; instead, it includes a 
punitive penalty of up to $25,000 per 
day for violation. 

7/13/2026 Leg Committee Meeting 6b Page 2 of 10
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

July 2026 

3 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Endangered 
Species Act 
Oversight 

H.R. 831 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Lee (D-NV) 
Titus (D-NV) 
Horsford (D-NV) 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Ciscomoni (R-AZ) 

S. 291
Padilla (D-CA)
Schiff (D-CA)
Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Rosen (D-NV)
Kelly (D-AZ)
Gallego (D-AZ)

3/17/26: Passed 
House; Received 
in the Senate. 

2/04/26: Passed 
out of the Senate 
Committee on 
Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Lower Colorado River Multi-
Species Conservation 
Program Amendment Act of 
2025 

Establishes an interest-bearing 
account for the non-federal 
contributions to the Lower 
Colorado River Multi-Species 
Conservation Program (LCR 
MSCP). 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

The LCR MSCP program addresses 
the needs of threatened and 
endangered species and provides 
reliability for water deliveries and 
hydropower production. The bill will 
allow the Bureau of Reclamation to 
hold the non-federal funds for the 
LCR MSCP in an interest-bearing 
account. The interest collected will 
be reinvested in LCR MSCP 
projects, contributing to the 
continued success of this program 
and helping offset the impact of 
inflation. This bill would benefit 
Metropolitan because we are a 
member of California’s LCR MSCP 
participant group. 

Endangered 
Species Act 
Oversight 

H.R. 1894 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Costa (D-CA) 
McClintock (R-CA) 
Issa (R-CA) 

3/06/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

Federally Integrated Species 
Health Act or the “FISH Act” 

Transfers the authority to oversee 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
related responsibilities for 
anadromous fish from the 
Secretary of Commerce to the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill would consolidate the 
management and regulation of 
anadromous fish under the ESA at 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Currently, ESA authority is split 
between FWS and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 
California’s water delivery system 
and its fisheries would benefit from 
having a single federal agency 
responsible for anadromous species 
management.  

7/13/2026 Leg Committee Meeting 6b Page 3 of 10
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

July 2026 
   

4 
 
 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

H.R. 3158 
Lee (D-NV) 
Amodei (R-NV) 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
Horsford (D-NV) 
Titus (D-NV) 
Ansari (D-AZ) 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Cisneros (D-CA) 
Schweikert5 (R-AZ) 
 
S. 1570 
Cortez Masto (D-NV) 
Kelly (D-AZ) 
Gallego (D-AZ) 
Rosen (D-AZ) 
Padilla (D-CA) 
Schiff (D-CA) 
 

1/23/26: Included 
in report language 
accompanying 
FY26 consolidated 
appropriations bill, 
P.L. 119-74.  
 
 

Help Hoover Dam Act 
 
Amends the Boulder Canyon 
Project Act to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to 
expend money in the Colorado 
River Dam fund. 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This legislation gives the Bureau of 
Reclamation authority to utilize 
stranded funds paid by the Hoover 
Dam power contractors for 
operations, maintenance, repair, and 
clean up actions at Hoover Dam. The 
bill would benefit Metropolitan and 
its member agencies by providing a 
new source of funding for needed 
work on Hoover Dam.  
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

H.R. 6204 
Lee (D-NV) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
 
 
 
S. 3693 
Cortez Masto (D-NV) 
Curtis (R-UT) 
 

11/20/25: Referred 
to the House 
Natural Resources 
Committee. 
 
 
 
6/10/26: Reported 
out favorably by  
the Senate Energy 
and Natural 
Resources 
Committee. 

Large-Scale Water Recycling 
Reauthorization Act 
 
Reauthorizes for another five 
years the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s competitive grant 
program for the planning, design, 
and construction of large-scale 
water recycling and reclamation 
projects. 

SUPPORT 
 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill benefits Metropolitan and 
our member agencies by 
reauthorizing Reclamation’s program 
to provide funding for our Pure 
Water project and other large-scale 
recycled water projects in the 
Colorado River Basin and throughout 
the West.  

7/13/2026 Leg Committee Meeting 6b Page 5 of 10
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 

July 2026 

6 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

S. 3737
Padilla (D-CA)

3/17/26: Hearing 
held before the 
Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on 
Water and Power. 

Growing Resilient Operations 
from Water Saving and 
Municipal-Agricultural 
Reciprocally-beneficial 
Transactions Act or the 
“GROW SMART Act” 

Amends the Reclamation States 
Emergency Drought Relief Act of 
1991 to provide financial and 
technical assistance to eligible 
entities for the conduct of 
innovative approaches to 
voluntary water partnership 
agreements among multiple water 
users and projects conducted by 
individual agricultural entities. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill creates a new grant program 
at the Bureau of Reclamation to fund 
demonstration projects to assess the 
feasibility of voluntarily switching to 
a variety of more water efficient 
agricultural practices. It could be 
used to support Metropolitan’s work 
in the Palo Verde Valley and 
elsewhere.  
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151



The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119th Congress, Second Session 
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Financing 
Tools for 
Water 
Infrastructure 
Projects 

S.3738 
Padilla (D-CA) 

3/17/26: Hearing 
held before the 
Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources 
Subcommittee on 
Water and Power. 

Making Our communities 
Resilient through Enhancing 
Water for Agriculture, 
Technology, the Environment, 
and Residences Act or the 
“MORE WATER Act” 
 
Amends the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to 
reauthorize the large-scale water 
recycling and reuse program, to 
establish a Water Conveyance 
Improvement Program. 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles 

This bill would help boost water 
supply reliability by extending the 
Bureau of Reclamation’s water 
recycling programs and 
environmental restoration program. It 
also creates a new grant program to 
help fix critical water conveyance 
infrastructure essential to ensuring 
reliable water deliveries. 

Source Water 
Protection 

S. 350 
Padilla (D-CA) 
Daines (R-MT) 

7/17/25: 
Discharged from 
the Senate 
Committee on 
Energy and 
Natural Resources, 
referred to the 
Senate Committee 
on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and 
Forestry. 

Wildfire Emergency Act of 
2025 
 
To direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to select and 
implement landscape-scale forest 
restoration projects, to assist 
communities in increasing their 
resilience to wildfire, and for 
other purposes. 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill has water supply, water 
quality, and ecosystem benefits for 
the Colorado River watershed and 
State Water Project watershed. 
Proper forest management and 
wildfire prevention promotes runoff, 
helps protect water quality, and 
improves habitat. 

7/13/2026 Leg Committee Meeting 6b Page 7 of 10
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July 2026 
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Source Water 
Protection 

H.R. 1267 
Perez (D-WA)  
Maloy (R-UT) 
 
 
 

2/12/25: Referred 
to the House 
Committees on 
Energy and 
Commerce and 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

Water Systems PFAS Liability 
Protection Act 
 
Provides exemptions to drinking 
water and wastewater facilities 
from liability under the 
Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) 
for PFAS chemicals designated 
as hazardous substances.    

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

The bill follows the “polluters pay” 
principle for cleanup of PFAS under 
CERCLA by shielding drinking 
water and wastewater systems from 
cleanup liability when they properly 
dispose of water treatment 
byproducts containing PFAS.  

Source Water 
Protection 

H.R. 1459 
Crow (D-CO) 
 
S. 670  
Bennet (D-CO) 
Wyden (D-OR) 
Hickenlooper (D-CO) 
Gallego (D-AZ) 
Rosen (D-NV) 

3/20/25: Referred 
to the 
Subcommittee on 
Conservation, 
Research, and 
Biotechnology. 
 
 
2/20/25: Referred 
to the Senate 
Committee on 
Agriculture, 
Nutrition and 
Forestry. 
 
 

Protect the West Act of 2025 
 
Establishes a $60 billion fund at 
the Treasury Department for use 
by the Secretary of Agriculture 
for restoration and resilience 
projects, wildfire risk reduction 
projects and habitat restoration 
projects. 
 
 

SUPPORT 
 
Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill would benefit Metropolitan 
and its member agencies by funding 
projects to improve watershed health. 
It creates a grant program for 
restoration and resilience projects to 
improve forest conditions, rangeland 
health, watershed functions, or 
wildlife habitat. Additional grants 
would provide funding for 
partnership projects to reduce 
wildfire risk, restore habitat, and 
expand access to the outdoors. State 
agencies, local and tribal 
governments, and special districts 
may use these funds along with 
partner organizations.  
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July 2026 

9 

Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Source Water 
Protection 

H.R. 2093 
Calvert (R-CA) 
Garamendi (D-CA) 
Rouzer (R-NC) 

3/14/25:  Referred 
to the House 
Committee on 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

Federal Water Pollution 
Control Permitting Terms 

Amends the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (Clean 
Water Act) with respect to 
permitting terms. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This legislation would extend the 
maximum term for National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permits issued 
under the Clean Water Act from 5 to 
10 years for public agencies that 
have demonstrated compliance with 
existing permit conditions. This 
change is designed to better reflect 
the construction schedules for public 
agencies. 

Water Project 
Authorizations 

H.R. 338 
Costa (D-CA) 
Min (D-CA) 
Valadao (R-CA) 

11/19/25: Hearing 
held before the  
House Natural 
Resources 
Subcommittee on 
Water, Wildlife 
and Fisheries 

Every Drop Counts Act 

Amends the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to raise 
the cap for eligible groundwater 
storage projects from 30,000 AF 
per year to 150,000 AF per year. 

SUPPORT 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

Increasing the size of groundwater 
storage projects eligible to apply for 
this funding could benefit 
Metropolitan and our member 
agencies. The proposed cap of 
150,000 AF per year is more than 
twice the annual storage capacity of 
the AVEK High Desert Water Bank. 
The revised program would create a 
new funding opportunity for larger 
scale groundwater storage projects in 
the Central Valley. 
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Topic Bill/Author Status Title – Summary MWD 
Position Effects on MWD 

Water Project 
Authorizations  

H.R. 1311 
Harder (D-CA) 

2/13/25: Referred 
to the House 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure. 

Stop the Tunnels Act 

Prohibits the Corps of Engineers 
from issuing a permit for the 
Delta Conveyance Project. 

OPPOSE 

Based upon 
2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

This bill prevents the Army Corps 
from issuing a Clean Water Act 
section 404 permit for the Delta 
Conveyance Project. Metropolitan 
has invested in the planning and 
permitting process for this project, 
and if enacted, this bill would stop 
the permitting process from moving 
forward. 

7/13/2026 Leg Committee Meeting 6b Page 10 of 10
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Item 6b

July 13, 2026

Presented by: Abby Schneider, PhD

Report on Activities
From Washington, D.C. 
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Legislation  & Communications 
Committee

Report on 
Activities 

from 
Washington, 

D.C.

Subject
Report on Activities from Washington, D.C.

Purpose

To provide a legislative update.
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Congressional
Calendar

Legislation  & Communications 
Committee
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FY 27 
Appropriations:

Bureau of 
Reclamation

Legislation  & Communications 
Committee FY26 

Enacted

President’s 
FY27

Proposal

FY27 
House 

Bill
Title XVI 
Water 
Recycling

$12.5 M 0 $41 M

Water 
Storage $62.5 M 0 $201 M

WaterSmart: 
Grants $15 M 0 $12 M
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Senate Energy
 & Natural 
Resources

Committee 
Oversight

Hearing

Legislation  & Communications 
Committee

Post-2026 Colorado River 
Operations and Negotiations
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Principal 
Deputy 

Commissioner

Legislation  & Communications 
Committee

Aubrey Bettencourt
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July 13, 2026 

Bill Number and 
Author 

Amended Date 
and Location 

Title – Summary Metropolitan 
Position 

Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 35 
D. Alvarez
(D – San Diego)

Sponsor: San Diego 
County 

Amended 
6/11/2026. 

Senate 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought 
Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024: 
Administrative Procedure Act: exemption: program 
guidelines and selection criteria. 

This bill exempts the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire 
Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond 
Act of 2024 (Proposition 4) from the Administrative 
Procedure Act (APA), which establishes rulemaking 
procedures and standards for state agencies in California, 
to expedite funding allocations. 

Support 

Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

AB 35 would streamline the funding process 
for Proposition 4 projects and allow 
Metropolitan, its member agencies, and partner 
agencies to access funds more quickly and 
accelerate project timelines. Proposition 4 
funding includes multiple critical areas for 
Metropolitan, including funding for 
groundwater management, water recycling, 
Delta levees, and repairs to regional 
conveyance. 

AB 259 
B. Rubio
(D – Baldwin 
Park)

Sponsors: 
California Special 
Districts 
Association, Three 
Valleys Municipal 
Water District 

Amended 
4/21/2025. 

Two-Year 
Bill 

Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences. 

This bill eliminates the sunset on provisions added to 
the Brown Act by AB 2449, a bill that provided 
additional flexibility with Brown Act meeting 
procedures in the event of a board member’s physical 
absence in connection with a “just cause” or 
“emergency circumstances,” allowing those members 
to participate in the meeting remotely consistent with 
the process detailed in the bill. 

Support 

Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

By removing the sunset on the Brown Act 
provisions, AB 259 preserves flexibility for 
Metropolitan and member agency board 
members to meet remotely and continue 
providing the public with essential services. 

7/13/2026 LEG Committee Meeting 6c Attachment 1, Page 1 of 8
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Bill Number and 
Author 

Amended Date 
and Location 

Title – Summary Metropolitan 
Position 

Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 794 
J. Gabriel 
(D – Encino) 

 
Sponsors: Clean 
Water Action, 
Environmental 
Working Group 

Amended 
4/10/2025. 

 

 
Two-Year Bill 
 
Dead 

California Safe Drinking Water Act: emergency 
regulations 

This bill would authorize the State Water Resources 
Control Board (SWRCB) to adopt an emergency 
regulation for water quality based on federal 
regulations in effect on January 19, 2025, regardless 
of whether the requirements were repealed or 
amended to be less stringent. The bill would prohibit 
an emergency regulation adopted pursuant to these 
provisions from implementing less stringent drinking 
water standards, as provided, and would authorize the 
regulation to include requirements that are more 
stringent than the requirements of the federal 
regulation. The bill would require, on or before 
January 1, 2026, the SWRCB to adopt an emergency 
regulation and to initiate a primary drinking water 
standard for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS). 

Oppose Unless 
Amended 

 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

While AB 794 aims to protect public health, its 
approach circumvents the established regulatory 
process for setting Maximum Contaminant Levels 
(MCLs). Metropolitan’s Legislative Priorities and 
Principles call for using the best available science 
to protect public health and improve water quality 
when setting MCLs. The broad scope of this bill, 
which would allow the SWRCB to set through 
emergency action primary and secondary MCLs 
for any chemical with a federal MCL, sets a 
dangerous precedent and fails to align with 
well-established regulatory principles. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AB 1881 
J. Ramos 
(D – Highland)  
 
Sponsor: 
Indigenous Justice  

Amended 
05/19/2026 
 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

California Indian Freedom Act of 2026  
 
This bill requires all state governmental agencies to 
allow California Native American tribes to access 
sacred sites located on state lands for Native 
American activities, except where public safety or 
resource protection make access impossible. The bill 
would also require state governmental agencies to 
obtain prior, informed consent of a California Native 
American tribe before undertaking a project on state 
land that may pose a risk to tribal sacred sites. 
 
The bill would also prohibit state agencies from 
substantially burdening a tribe’s spiritual practices on 
state lands unless the governmental agency 
demonstrates that application of the burden is both: 
(1) in furtherance of a compelling governmental 

Watch and 
Amend 
 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles.  

While AB 1881 would expand protections for 
California tribes engaging in religious practices 
on state land, its broad language would likely 
result in indirect impacts to Metropolitan’s 
priority projects and programs.  

 
The prior consent provisions of the bill provide 
California tribes with the discretion to withhold 
consent for actions that may risk altering sacred 
sites, which could impact critical water projects 
and programs. The private right of action created 
to enforce the bill’s prohibition on substantially 
burdening a tribe’s right to religious practice on 
state land could be utilized in any court or 
administrative hearing, likely leading to 
increased litigation and administrative 
proceedings.  
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interest; and (2) the least restrictive means of 
furthering that interest. The bill would hold 
government actions that infringe upon religious 
exercise to a strict scrutiny standard. California 
tribes, and their individual members, would also have 
standing in any court or administrative proceeding to 
enforce the prohibition. 

Metropolitan staff have requested amendments to 
refine the scope of the bill to a more practical 
approach that includes clear definitions and 
timelines. Among other things, these 
amendments would define what qualifies as 
public infrastructure and public service under the 
bill’s exemption language.  

AB 1894 (Rubio) 
(D- City of 
Industry) 
 
Sponsors: 
Upper San Gabriel 
Valley Municipal 
Water District, 
San Gabriel 
Valley Municipal 
Water District 

Amended 
5/28/2026 
 
 
 
Senate Floor 

Fish and wildlife: invasive mussels: imported 
water 
 
 
This bill would prevent a public agency from 
prohibiting imported water deliveries for 
groundwater replenishment, as defined, due to 
invasive mussels if the importation complies with a 
specified invasive mussel control plan and unless 
there is substantial, documented evidence of a proven 
health and safety risk as a result of the invasive 
mussels. 
 

Pending Board 
Action  

AB 1894 seeks to respond to member agency 
challenges with a current LA County prohibition 
on receiving imported water due to concerns 
around the spread of invasive mussels.  
 
This proposal seeks to balance the importance of 
controlling the spread of invasive species while 
continuing to allow for deliveries of critically 
needed groundwater replenishment supplies. 

AB 2218 
A. Kalra 
(D – San Jose)  
 
Sponsors: Shingle 
Springs Band of 
Miwok Indians, 
Karuk Tribe. 

Amended 
04/16/2026 
 
Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

Water policy: California Native American tribes. 
 
This bill would establish a statewide policy 
addressing historic inequities in California Native 
American tribes’ access to and control over water 
through financial assistance, consultation on water 
projects, plans, and policies, protection of tribal water 
uses, and incorporation of indigenous knowledge to 
restore and protect ecosystems. AB 2218 would 
require state agencies to implement this policy when 
revising, establishing, or adopting permits, 
regulations, policies, and grant criteria to address 
identified inequities, as well as identify and offer 
financial assistance to the tribes.  
 
It also requires the State Water Resources Control 
Board to consult with California Native American 

Watch and 
Amend 
 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles.  

Under the existing CEQA process, Metropolitan 
engages in cooperative and productive 
consultations with California tribes to limit 
impacts of drinking water infrastructure projects 
and engage in mitigation when impacts do occur.  
 
AB 2218 would create an additional tribal 
consultation process for every state entity that 
issues a permit for a water-related project. This 
duplication risks confusion, delay, and increased 
costs for critical Metropolitan and State Water 
Project permits or projects. 
 
The bill is also silent on how it will fund the 
required financial assistance for California 
Native American tribes. 
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tribes when investigating water rights on tribal 
ancestral lands. 

Metropolitan staff have requested amendments to 
attempt to bring further clarity to the wide-
ranging obligations the bill would place on water 
permitting and policy. The proposed amendments 
would require state agencies to consider 
implementing the bill’s policies instead of 
mandating they implement the bill. The 
amendments additionally clarify that the bill’s 
financial assistance requirement would not be 
imposed on state and local agencies and would 
ensure the bill does not result in impacts to 
existing water rights or permits. 

AB 2215 
L. Calderon 
(D – Whittier)  
 
Sponsor: State 
Water Contractors 

Amended 
4/16/2026. 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee 

Water rights: permits: State Water Project.  
 
This bill would extend the timeline for the full 
development of the State Water Project water right 
permits to December 31, 2046, the same term as 
existing, validated contracts for the State Water Project 
water supply.  

Support 
 

Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

AB 2215 would grant a necessary time extension 
to more fully modernize the State Water Project 
infrastructure in response to climate change. This 
bill is consistent with the Governor’s Executive 
Order N-16-15 (CA EO), January 31, 2025, 
which ordered the minimization of administrative 
obstacles to maximize water supplies. This 
legislative proposal implements this order 
without weakening environmental protections 
and while protecting existing due process 
protections. 
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AB 2739 
E. Soria 
(D – Merced) 
 
Sponsors: Irvine 
Ranch Water 
District, Rancho 
California Water 
District 

Amended 
6/11/2026. 
 
Senate 
Environmental 
Quality 
Committee 

Water: affordability and system stabilization. 
 
This bill would require the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR), upon appropriation, to develop 
the Community Water Affordability Program and 
would establish the Community Water Affordability 
Assistance Fund within the State Treasury. The 
program would provide funding in the form of grants 
to local water suppliers for water system repairs, 
rehabilitation and enhancements, water safety and 
quality, and other local water system infrastructure 
projects, for the purpose of reducing the amount of 
local ratepayer funding required for those projects.  

 
 

Support 
 

Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

AB 2739 aims to establish a durable statewide 
funding framework to address water affordability 
by targeting key cost drivers and by creating a 
sustainable funding source for a Low-Income 
Rate Assistance (LIRA) program and a system 
stabilization fund.  
 
This bill would support rate payer affordability 
for our member agency retailers and also 
includes a fund that supports local infrastructure 
projects, which could be used to support 
upgrades to Metropolitan’s water supply system 
and reductions in energy costs. 

SB 601 
B. Allen 
(D – Santa 
Monica) 

 
Sponsors: 
California 
Coastkeeper 
Alliance, 
Defenders of 
Wildlife 

Amended 
7/10/2025. 

 
Two-Year Bill 

Water: waste discharge 
 

The intent of this bill is to restore Clean Water Act 
protections in California that were removed per the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s 2023 Sackett v. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) decision. 
However, the bill goes beyond restoring statute and 
includes several provisions that expand regulatory 
requirements without the benefit of scientific 
analysis. 

Oppose 
 

Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

Currently, SB 601 poses risks to Metropolitan 
and its member agencies by: increasing costs of 
waste discharge requirements (WDRs) permits 
for discharges of water when dewatering or 
operating water supply infrastructure, potentially 
requiring all such water to be recycled regardless 
of cost to comply; exposing Metropolitan and its 
Member Agencies to citizen suits in state court, 
and, for certain nexus waters, both state and 
federal court; and creating uncertainty in 
discharge permitting as the bill’s ambiguous 
provisions and implications are likely to be 
litigated. 

SB 872 
J. McNerney 
(D – Pleasanton)  
 
 

Amended 
5/14/2026. 
 
Assembly 
Water, Parks, 
and Wildlife 
Committee 

Delta Levees and Canal Subsidence Fund. 
 
This bill would establish the Delta Levees and Canal 
Subsidence Fund in the State Treasury and require 
funds to be appropriated to the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) to support capital improvements to 
restore water conveyance capacity for state water 
conveyance systems affected by subsidence. 
Additionally, this bill would require funds to be 

Support 
 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

The proposed appropriations to fund capital costs 
of subsidence repairs could reduce State Water 
Project charges to contractors. The total cost of 
SWP subsidence repairs is estimated at $3 
billion, meaning this proposal could result in 
substantial savings for Metropolitan ratepayers. 
Subsidence in the Central Valley has been caused 
by decades of over pumping of groundwater and 
was not caused by Metropolitan or the State 
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appropriated to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
Conservancy for levee improvements that would 
improve the sustainability of local or state water 
supplies, and projects that improve instream, riparian, 
flood plain, and wetland habitat.  

Water Contractors. However, in the absence of 
state and federal funding, the costs for these 
critical repairs will be shifted to our agencies. 

 
The proposed allocations for improvements to 
levees within the Delta and other actions to 
improve the sustainability of local or state water 
supplies and projects that that improve instream, 
riparian, floodplain, and wetland habitat would 
directly benefit Metropolitan by providing 
additional funding streams for levee 
improvements and indirectly through 
improvements within the Delta region. 

 
 

Bill Number and 
Author 

Amended Date 
and Location 

Title – Summary Metropolitan 
Position 

Effects on Metropolitan 

SB 935 
S. Choi 
(R – Irvine)  

Assembly 
Floor 

Local agency design-build projects: authorization.  
 

This bill would repeal the sunset date of January 1, 
2031, authorizing local agencies to use the design-
build procurement process for public works 
construction projects more than $1,000,000 
indefinitely.  

Support 
 

Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles. 

Repealing the sunset date for alternative project 
delivery processes is aligned with Metropolitan’s 
policy to streamline procurement of public works 
construction contracts.  
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SB 952 
J. Laird 
(D – Santa Cruz) 
 
Sponsor: State 
Water Contractors 

Amended 
5/18/2026. 
 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

State Water Project: renewable energy resources 
and zero-carbon resources. 
 
Existing law mandates that the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) achieve a power portfolio that 
consists of 100% of renewable and zero-carbon 
energy by 2035. 
 
This bill would require DWR to also consider 
portfolio diversity, resource type, location, and hours 
of typical peak operation when procuring eligible 
resources to satisfy state agency obligations imposed 
on the State Water Project; and allow DWR to shift 
energy credits from one year to the next if DWR 
procures more energy than necessary in a given year. 

Support 
 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles.  

SB 952 is an important affordability measure for 
the 27 million customers within the SWP service 
area, as it would clarify generation attributes 
DWR may consider for procurement and create 
certainty for DWR by allowing excess energy 
procured in low water years be applied to years 
when SWP energy needs are high. 
 
Metropolitan pays a significant portion of the 
State Water Project’s energy cost. This proposal 
provides a continued commitment to 
environmental sustainability while adding 
flexibility that maintains affordability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Number and 
Author 

Amended Date 
and Location 

Title – Summary Metropolitan 
Position 

Effects on Metropolitan 

SB 1125 
C. Menjivar 
(D – San 
Fernando Valley) 
 
Sponsors: Clean 
Water Action, 
Community Water 
Center, 
Leadership 
Council for 
Justice and 
Accountability. 

Amended 
06/09/2026 
 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

Water Rate Assistance Program. 
 
This bill would establish the Water Rate Assistance 
Program, and Fund, upon appropriation by the 
Legislature, administered by the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Board) to help 
provide water affordability assistance for drinking 
water to low-income residential ratepayers. This bill 
would authorize the State Board to provide for the 
deposit of the following moneys into the Fund: 
federal or state funding; voluntary contributions, 
including gifts, grants, or bequests; and returned 
funds. 

Support 
 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles.  

SB 1125 proposes a viable, reasonable path 
forward for Low-Income Rate Assistance that 
protects existing programs and limits the 
administrative burden on water suppliers.  
 
This bill is intended to be a companion measure 
to AB 2739 and would guide the State Board’s 
implementation of a low income water rate 
assistance program. Water rate assistance would 
provide needed relief at the local retail level, 
leading to improved revenue stability for local 
water systems. 
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SB 1326 A. 
Wahab 
(D – Hayward)  
 

 
Sponsors: 
Federated Indians 
Graton Rancheria, 
United Auburn 
Indian 
Community, 
Habematolel 
Pomo of Upper 
Lake, Picayune 
Rancheria of the 
Chukchansi 
Indians. 

Amended 
06/11/2026 
 
Assembly 
Appropriations 
Committee 

California Environmental Quality Act: tribal 
cultural resources: mitigation measures  
 
This bill would revise the existing AB 52 (Gatto, 
2014) tribal consultation requirements under CEQA 
to expand the definition of a tribal cultural resource 
to include: anything listed in a local tribal register 
and provided to the lead agency, included or eligible 
for inclusion in the California Register of Historical 
Resources or National Register of Historic Places, 
included in a local register of historical resources, or 
locations identified by the Native American Heritage 
Commission as a sacred place, including tribal 
cemeteries or burial areas. 
 
The bill would also require, when requested by a 
tribe, a lead agency to consider avoidance and 
preservation of a tribal cultural resource in place. If 
avoidance and preservation of the resource in place 
are not possible, the bill would require the lead 
agency to document the basis for that determination 
with substantial evidence and, when feasible, to adopt 
mitigation measures to avoid or minimize significant 
adverse impacts and incorporate culturally 
appropriate mitigation in consultation with the tribe. 

Watch and 
Amend 
 
Based on 2026 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles.  

In its consultation with tribes, Metropolitan 
works to ensure tribal voices are heard in the 
CEQA consultation process.  
 
By adding resources identified in a local tribal 
register to the definition of tribal cultural 
resources in CEQA, without specifying standard 
criteria for identification or a definition of local 
tribal register, SB 1326 could greatly increase the 
number of resources subject to AB 52’s 
heightened requirement to avoid and minimize 
significant adverse impacts to the resource, when 
feasible. Without defined eligibility criteria for a 
tribal culture resource in law, lead agencies and 
the public would not have the opportunity to 
understand the nature of the resource. 

Metropolitan staff have requested amendments to 
include eligibility requirements for designating 
cultural landscapes and sites and objects included 
in a local tribal register as tribal cultural 
resources under CEQA.  
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Subject
Report on Activities from Sacramento.

Purpose

To provide an update on the legislative session.

Item #6c
Sacramento 

Legislative
Highlights
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Legislative Calendar

July 2 Last day for policy committees to meet

July 2 Summer recess begin upon adjournment

Aug 3 Legislature reconvenes

Sacramento 
Legislative
Highlights
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California Budget Deal

Sacramento 
Legislative
Highlights
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Legislative Update: State Water Project

• AB 2215 (Calderon) Water rights: permits: State 
Water Project – SUPPORT

• SB 872 (McNerney) Climate change: funding 
priorities. – SUPPORT

• SB 952 (Laird) State Water Project: renewable 
energy resources and zero-carbon resources – 
SUPPORT 

Sacramento 
Legislative
Highlights

175



Legislative Update: Prop 4 and Affordability
• AB 35 (Alvarez) Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire 

Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air 
Bond Act of 2024: Administrative Procedure Act: 
exemption: program guidelines and selection 
criteria – SUPPORT

• AB 2739 (Soria) Community Water Affordability 
Program – SUPPORT

• SB 1125 (Menjivar) Water Rate Assistance Program 
– SUPPORT

Sacramento 
Legislative
Highlights
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Legislative Update: 
Wildfire Liability

• SB 1153 (Caballero) Disaster preparedness: urban 
retail water suppliers and public water systems: 
wildfire

Advanced Clean Fleets

• AB 1436 (Avila-Farias) State Air Resources Board: 
air pollution regulations: private fleets: exception

Sacramento 
Legislative
Highlights
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External Affairs 

 Monthly Activity Report for June 2026

Summary 

This report provides a summary of External Affairs activities for May 16, 2026, through June 15, 2026. 

Purpose 

Informational 

Attachments 

Detailed Report – External Affairs Group’s Monthly Activities for May 16, 2026, through June 15, 2026 
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2 June 15, 2026 

Develop Post-2026 Guidelines and Negotiate Implementation Agreements 

• Educate legislators so they will champion Metropolitan’s interests
Bill Hasencamp testified before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee at an oversight
hearing on post 2026 River Operations on June 10. He was one of the three witnesses invited by
Senator Mike Lee (R-UT) and the only witness representing the Lower Basin. He reiterated
Metropolitan’s preference for a seven-state deal and offered lessons learned from California’s
development of the Quantification Settlement Agreement that the states and federal government
should draw on to develop a path forward. Prior to the hearing, Mr. Hasencamp and Federal
Legislative staff met with key Senators to preview his testimony and answer questions.

The Press Office coordinated interviews between Bill Hasencamp and Fox News national
correspondent William La Jeunesse regarding the Colorado River, including negotiations, potential
reductions, and snowpack; and between Mr. Hasencamp and Politico reporter Annie Snider
regarding federal funding for short and long-term conservation projects in the Colorado River Basin.

The Press Office coordinated General Manager Deshmukh’s appearance on KPCC/LAist’s AirTalk
with Larry Mantle to discuss potential solutions on the Colorado River.

The Press Office collaborated on a joint press release with other Lower Colorado River Basin
agencies about a Memorandum of Understanding between the agencies to advance discussions on
developing a framework that could allow for interstate water exchanges.

Palo Verde Valley Community Relations staff coordinated with Metropolitan and Palo Verde
Irrigation District representatives on the Community Enhancement Collaborative as the CEC issued
$315,167 in grants for a community improvement program. The program is funded by USBR
through the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act and a System Conservation Implementation Agreement.
The Press Office issued a press release noting this important milestone.

The Inspection Trips Team led a State Water Project tour for 
the Central Arizona Project board and executive leadership 
that was attended by Chair Ortega, Director Kurtz, and 
General Manager Deshmukh. The trip helped build 
understanding of how the State Water Project operates and 
the challenges it faces, and how Metropolitan maintains 
reliability through careful management of Colorado River and 
State Water Project resources.  

Chair Ortega, Director Kurtz, and General 
Manager Deshmukh with Central Arizona Project 
board members and executives during a State 
Water Project inspection trip. 
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Decide on Sites Reservoir and Protect our Bay-Delta Interests 

• Maintain and advocate for Metropolitan’s interests in Regional Water Supply Reliability
In support of Bay-Delta Initiatives, the Legislative Services Section and State Legislative staff
coordinated preparation of a coalition letter with the member agencies to the State Water Resources
Control Board in support of the Sites Reservoir Project’s water right application currently before the
Board’s Administrative Hearings Office.

In collaboration with State Legislative staff and Bay-Delta
Initiatives, the Inspection Trips Team led an inspection trip to the
State Water Project for staff of key legislative offices. Subject
matter experts from the Department of Water Resources
participated as well. The group visited the Delta and the
California Aqueduct to learn about subsidence impacts, invasive
mussel control, and the potential solutions and costs to maintain
reliability of the State Water Project.

Complete EIR and Planning, for Board to Consider Pure Water Southern California 

• Complete EIR analyses and public process, and continued outreach
Community Relations staff continued engagement and coordination efforts supporting the Pure
Water Southern California program. Staff hosted several tours at the Grace F. Napolitano Pure Water
Southern California Innovation Center, including visits from the Coro Fellows in Public Affairs, Los
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, International Facility Management Association Los
Angeles Chapter, Arvin-Edison Water Storage District, and Carson High School students
participating in Metropolitan’s workforce development internship program. Staff also supported an
inspection visit for Metropolitan directors and guests.

Staff conducted a public tour that reached registration capacity. Former Congresswoman Grace F.
Napolitano and members of her family attended the tour, reflecting continued interest in the
program. Community Relations staff also participated in community events and industry forums,
including the Strength Based Communities for Change annual conference, the Pure Water Los
Angeles stakeholder engagement workshop, and a regional water reuse collaborative meeting
focused on community benefits.

Assistant General Manager Zinke, Executive 
Legislative Representative Jefferson, and Bay-
Delta Initiatives staff with state legislative staff 
during an inspection trip of the State Water 
Project. 
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Staff continued collaboration with water agencies throughout Southern California, sharing lessons 
learned and engagement strategies for reaching Spanish-speaking communities. Following a 
presentation at the California Association of Public Information Officials annual conference, staff 
met with representatives from regional water agencies seeking additional information on 
Metropolitan’s outreach and translation practices. Staff also toured the East County Advanced Water 
Purification Program visitor center to exchange information and best practices related to public 
engagement and water reuse education. 

The Press Office coordinated interviews with GM Deshmukh and 
Elisa Mendez for the PBS series “Weathered” regarding two 
topics: Metropolitan’s past and future investments in seismic 
resilience, including how projects like Pure Water can provide 
critical supplies in the event of an earthquake, and what Southern 
California is doing to build resilience to climate change and 
diminishing water from the Colorado River, including the potential 
role of Pure Water. PBS filmed the Pure Water interview and a 
facility tour at the Innovation Center. 

Improve the Workplace and Promote START Values 

• Promote START values (Safety, Trust, Accountability, Respect, Teamwork)
Media Services released the third edition of Inside Met, our new employee 
magazine, which was sent out digitally to all employees via email and posted 
on the IntraMet, with hard copies delivered to each site. The latest edition can 
be viewed here: INSIDE MET - Apr May 2026. 

In collaboration with the Office of Safety, Security and Protection, the 
Creative Design Team produced a “Safety Vision” video featuring GM 
Deshmukh as part of Safety Month awareness activities that also included 
design/editing of the Safety at Headquarters newsletter. 

Media Services and Community Relations staff attended the Lake Mathews 
Safety Fair to build relationships, share ways employees can get support with 

inquiries or complaints from the community, and promote engagement for Metropolitan’s social 
media efforts and the Inside Met employee newsletter. 
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Media Services staff created a social media video for Safety Month, highlighting Metropolitan’s 
safety culture and priority to ensure every employee returns home safely to their loved ones, every 
day. 

Graphic Services supported Human Resources with the creation of all designs and collateral needed 
for the spring service awards luncheon, including invites, signage, slides, thank you cards and more.  

In honor of Water Awareness Month in May, the Media Services team posted a social media video in 
partnership with environmental influencer Leah Thomas to promote crafts using beautiful California 
native plants. 

Achieve Equitable Supply Reliability for State Water Project-Dependent Areas 

• Execute board-approved supply reliability projects
Legislative Services and State Legislative staff coordinated preparation of a member agency
coalition letter to the Governor and legislative leadership requesting consideration of $25 million of
Proposition 4 climate bond funding to support the Sepulveda Feeder Pump Stations Project.

Provide Organizational Stability and Deliver Operational Excellence 

• Support a smooth and efficient transition to the next GM
Media Services assisted in the planning, execution, and recording
of the Conversation with the GM, GM Deshmukh’s first all-
employee town hall. The meeting was held in person in the
boardroom and broadcast online to all employees. Employees
were invited to submit questions. Over 800 employees
participated, and the recording is available on the IntraMet.
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Other Activities Supporting the General Manager’s Strategic 
Priorities 

Empower the workforce and promote diversity, equity, and inclusion 

In the Water Champions series, Media Services recognized staff from the 
General Auditor’s Office who evaluate workflows and recommend process 
improvements. 

The Creative Design Team is working with Real Property and Human 
Resources to create new bulletins that promote living and working at 
desert facilities – featuring the amenities and benefits of desert 
communities and housing opportunities—to help recruit pump station 
staff. 

Protect public health, the regional economy, and Metropolitan’s assets 
GM Deshmukh testified at a House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife, and Fisheries 
hearing on May 20. He was invited by Ranking Member Jared Huffman (CA-D) to be the minority 
witness. His testimony focused on our Pure Water Southern California project and the benefit of the 
grant we received from Reclamation’s Large-Scale Recycled Water Program. 

The Washington, DC Legislative staff are closely monitoring the FY 2027 appropriations process. The 
House appropriations bills were released this month, and lawmakers rejected President Trump’s 
proposed reductions to water infrastructure funding. The House bills primarily provide level funding for 
most water programs. Metropolitan staff will continue to advocate for increased federal funding. 

In Sacramento, the month of June included a major focus on budget and policy priorities, with June 15 
serving as the deadline for the Legislature to pass a budget framework and July 3 serving as the last day 
to move bills out of the policy committee. 

The Legislature passed a budget deal this month, which included a total spending plan of $351 billion. 
This deal presents a balanced budget for the next two fiscal years (2026/27 and 2027/28) and 
significantly reduces the structural deficit in future out years. The budget package included $25 million 
for Healthy Rivers and Landscapes implementation and $356 million for new and used clean vehicle 
purchases. The spending plan for the climate bond and greenhouse gas reduction fund allocations have 
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been delayed until the Legislature returns in August. The budget package also includes several new 
revenue generation measures, including a sales tax on digital software. 

Metropolitan’s policy priorities saw mixed results this month. Priority support proposals regarding 
subsidence and delta levee funding (SB 872), renewable energy procurement for the State Water Project 
(SB 952), and a framework for low-income ratepayer assistance (AB 2739 and SB 1152) are continuing 
to successfully advance through the legislative process. However, several tribal proposals that have 
raised concerns for water agencies (AB 1881, AB 2218, and SB 1326) are continuing to move despite 
objections from local government, business and labor organizations. These proposals seek to expand 
tribal protections for cultural resources and historic practices, but present serious risks to the State Water 
Project and other key operations. Metropolitan staff are working with the tribes to try to address 
concerns. The most disappointing news comes in regard to AB 2215, which seeks to extend the time for 
DWR to maximize use of its existing water rights. This bill did not pass out in time to meet the policy 
committee deadline. The need to give DWR more time to exercise its water right remains a critical issue 
of importance, and we will continue to explore other options. 

In other news, Metropolitan staff will be bringing an action item to the Board of Directors in July, 
recommending support for AB 1894. This bill would prohibit local agencies from blocking deliveries of 
imported water due to the presence of invasive mussels, as long as the agency is operating under a state-
approved control plan. AB 1894 is currently on the Senate Floor. 

Media Services published a news story on the mwdh2o.com homepage highlighting the shutdown 
season and the critical work involved in maintaining Metropolitan’s infrastructure to ensure safe, reliable 
water deliveries now and into the future. 

The Creative Design team collaborated with Treatment and Water Quality to complete the review 
and design of the Annual Drinking Water Quality Report, which will be translated into Spanish and 
posted on mwdh2o.com by July 1. The report includes some new features to highlight the awareness 
of tap water protection and oversight. 

Member Services and Public Outreach hosted three focus groups to better understand public 
confidence in tap water and their understanding of public water systems. Two of the discussions 
were held in person and one was online, and one of the in-person groups was conducted in Spanish. 
The results are helping to inform a new tap water campaign, “Can’t Beat the Tap.” 

Partner with interested parties and the communities we serve 

Legislative Services   
Legislative Services staff participated in over 150 meetings and activities across over 60 governmental, 
business, and regional organizations. This included city council, utilities commission, and public agency 
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meetings as well as water district board and committee meetings for timely updates on regional policy 
discussions, emergency response activities, and state legislative proposals. Staff represented 
Metropolitan at the City of Torrance and Water Replenishment District’s Goldsworthy Desalter 
Expansion groundbreaking. 

Staff also maintained a strong presence within the business community through participation in 
more than 35 legislative affairs meetings hosted by chambers of commerce and business 
associations across Metropolitan’s service area. Engagement with regional advocacy coalitions—
including BIZFED, Valley Industry and Commerce Association, Inland Empire Economic 
Partnership, and Association of Water Agencies—further strengthened alignment around 
Metropolitan’s priorities. Legislative Services sponsored and attended the VICA LA County 
Officeholders Breakfast on June 11, featuring Supervisor Kathryn Barger as the keynote speaker. 

Staff engaged directly with legislative offices, providing a briefing with representatives of Senator 
Susan Rubio’s office to discuss Metropolitan’s legislative priorities and support for local resources. 

Legislative Services staff helped coordinate and support leadership at several 
events. On May 18, General Manager Deshmukh addressed the Pasadena City 
Council where he provided updates on the approved biennium budget, Pure 
Water Southern California, Colorado River negotiations, and future 
Metropolitan initiatives. 

On June 4, General Manager Deshmukh delivered the keynote address at the 
League of California Cities Los Angeles County Division’s General 
Membership Meeting, speaking to local government and regional water agency 
representatives about the Climate Adaptation Master Plan for Water, 
operational challenges on the Colorado River, and continued investment in 
capital projects such as Pure Water Southern California. 

On June 25, Chair Ortega spoke at the United Contractors’ annual Public Works Summit, addressing 
nearly 200 Southern California union contractors and industry professionals on California’s water 
future and funding. 

Member Services and Public Outreach 
Member Services and Public Outreach staff coordinated with DEI’s Workforce Development staff to 
host students from Los Angeles Valley College for an educational tour of the Jensen Water Treatment 
Plant, providing participants with exposure to water industry operations and career opportunities. 
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Education Programs 
The Education Team delivered hands-on learning through leading Scout Merit 
Badge workshops for multiple troops and participating in the Tree People 
Environmental Equity program for middle schools, Summer Nature Fest at Lake 

Skinner for families, the Magenta House Sustainability 
Competition for middle school students, and the “Fall in the 
Farm” event at the Pomona Fairplex. 

Education staff partnered with Community Relations, 
Workforce Development, and the Los Angeles County 
Sanitation Districts to provide a field trip to Pure Water 
Southern California for Carson High School students. The 

Education Team hosted resource tables at the Compton Unified STEAM Fest at 
Compton College and Career Day at Partnerships to Uplift Communities 
Community Charter School to introduce students to careers in STEM and public 
service. Additionally, staff led bilingual, Next Generation Science Standards-
aligned conservation and water-cycle activities at the Dominguez Channel 
Environmental Stewardship Event. 

The Education Team hosted the annual meeting with member agency Water Education Coordinators. 
The theme, Water Around the World, celebrated the cultural significance of water while fostering 
collaboration among water educators. The team also expanded public engagement through traveling art 
exhibits at the Western Municipal Water District and the Jurupa Community Services District. 

Metropolitan and Three Valleys Municipal Water District were recognized by the 
University of La Verne’s REACH program for 20 years of supporting first-
generation college students. 
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Community Partnering Program 
The Community Partnering Program sponsored a water education partnership with 
the Parker Regional Chamber of Commerce & Tourism’s 48th Annual Parker 
Colorado River Tube Float that draws approximately 4,000 registered participants. 
The funding will allow for a permanent designated space in the visitor center that 
focuses on water supply and resource management and provides attendees with an 
opportunity to learn more about their local water resources and the best ways to 
conserve water. Metropolitan’s DEI office hosted a resource booth at the event. 

Inspection Trips Program 
In addition to the State Water Project trips noted above, the Inspection Trips Team 
organized four director-sponsored trips this month, including a trip to Hoover Dam 
and the Colorado River Aqueduct for Directors Douglas and McCoy; a trip to Diamond Valley Lake and 
F.E. Weymouth Water Treatment Plant for Directors Bryant and Douglas; a trip to the Grace F. 
Napolitano Pure Water Southern California Innovation Center and the Edward C. Little Water Recycling 
Facility for Directors McCoy and McMillan; and a trip to the State Water Project and Central Valley for 
Directors Fellow and Gray. 

Director requests for FY 2026/27 inspection trips have been received, and staff is preparing the 
schedule. Educational objectives for each type of trip will be developed to improve the educational 
quality of the program. 

Construction Outreach 
The Community Relations team continued proactive communications and coordination to support 
operational activities, system maintenance, and upcoming construction projects. Staff worked with local 
agencies, partner organizations, and internal project teams regarding planned activities at Live Oak 
Reservoir, along the Rialto Feeder corridor, within Chino Hills State Park, and for upcoming 
rehabilitation and reservoir improvement projects throughout the region. 

Staff also supported the development of outreach materials and stakeholder engagement strategies, 
including project fact sheets, frequently asked questions, notification materials, and initial construction 
outreach plans. These efforts help ensure communities and stakeholders receive timely information and 
remain informed as projects advance toward construction. 
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Legislation and Communications 
Committee

Item 7a
Summary

Subject
Report on Activities from External Affairs

Purpose
To provide management announcements 
and highlights for External Affairs  
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Educating Future Leaders

Engaging 
Students

University of La Verne REACH Program

• DVL tour with first generation college students

• Metropolitan and Three Valleys MWD recognized for 
20 years of support
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Building Water Awareness

Tap Water 
Campaign

• Launching end of July / early August

• Sharing with member agencies

• Brand Style Guide

• Social Media Assets

• English & Spanish
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Recognizing a Leader

Facility 
Naming 

Event

• Honoring Ina Roth

• Represented Beverly Hills 
1984-1992

• Chair, Water Quality 
Committee

• Save the Date

• August 20 at 9 am 

Jensen Ozone Building
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