
Tuesday, April 28, 2026
Meeting Schedule

Executive Committee - Final - Revised 1

Meeting with Board of Directors *

April 28, 2026

1:00 p.m.

09:00 a.m. IW
11:00 a.m. ATP
12:30 p.m. BREAK
01:00 p.m. EXEC

A. Ortega, Chair
M. Camacho, Board Vice 
Chair
J. Garza,  Board Vice 
Chair
B. Pressman, Board Vice 
Chair
N. Sutley,  Board Vice 
Chair
L. Fong-Sakai, Board 
Secretary
C. Douglas
D. Erdman
G. Gray, Emeritus
F. Jung
A. Kassakhian
M. Katz
C. Kurtz
J. Lewitt
T. McCoy
C. Miller
T. Quinn
M. Ramos
K. Seckel
D. Alvarez, Alt
G. Bryant, Alt
G. Cordero, Alt
R. Crane, Alt
S. Faessel, Alt
A. Fellow, Alt
J. McMillan, Alt
G. Shepherd Romey, Alt

Written public comments received by 3:00 p.m. the business day 
before the meeting is scheduled will be posted under the 
Submitted Items and Responses tab available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx.

The listen-only phone line is available at 1-877-853-5257; enter 
meeting ID: 891 1613 4145.

Members of the public may present their comments to the Board 
on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via 
teleconference and in-person. To provide public comment by 
teleconference dial 1-833-548-0276 and enter meeting ID: 815 
2066 4276 or to join by computer click here.

 
Disclaimer: Written and oral public comments are received in 
compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. Please note that 
Metropolitan does not endorse or ensure the accuracy or 
reliability of the information provided as public comment or by 
third parties.

Exec Committee

MWD Headquarters Building - 700 N. Alameda Street - Los Angeles, CA 90012
Teleconference Locations:

3008 W. 82nd Place • Inglewood, CA 90305
Fullerton City Hall • 303 W. Commonwealth Avenue, Chambers • Fullerton, CA 92832

Douglas/Hicks Law • 5120 W. Goldleaf Circle, Suite 425 • Los Angeles, CA 90056
1005 South Cardiff Street • Anaheim, CA 92806

Boardroom
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
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* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

Pledge of Allegiance: Board Secretary Lois Fong-Sakai, San Diego County 
Water Authority

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

2. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS

a. 21-5775Chair's Report

21-5846Report on International Travel—First Quarter of 2026 
(January 2026–March 2026)

b. 21-5551General Manager's Report of Metropolitan Activities

c. 21-5552General Counsel's Report of Metropolitan Activities

d. 21-5553General Auditor's Report of Metropolitan Activities

e. 21-5554Ethics Officer's Report of Metropolitan Activities

** CONSENT CALENDAR **

3. CONSENT ACTION (ONLY)

A. 21-5555Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Committee of March 24, 
2026

04282026 EXEC 3A (03242026) MinutesAttachments:

B. 21-5556Approve draft committee and board meeting agendas and 
schedule for May 2026

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR **

4. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL)

a. 21-5786Guest Speaker: Representative of Northern California Water 
Association. (SUBJECT ADDED on 4/1/2026)

Boardroom
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https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7646
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7945
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7647
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7648
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7649
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7650
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7651
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a9d03b2a-8e88-42b5-923d-c79f7683c103.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7652
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7886
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5. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

NONE

6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

7. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Committee agendas may be obtained on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Boardroom
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THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

March 24, 2026 
 

Chair Ortega called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m. 
 
Members present:  Directors Camacho, Erdman, Fong-Sakai, Garza, Kassakhian (Just-
Cause Contiguous Illness – alone in the room), Katz, Kurtz, Lewitt (teleconference 
posted location), McCoy, Miller, Ortega, Pressman, Quinn, Ramos (teleconference 
posted location), Seckel (entered after roll), and Sutley. 
 
Members absent: Director Douglas, Gray, and Jung. 
 
Other Board members present:  Directors Ackerman, Alvarez, Bryant, Cordero, Crane, 
Dennstedt, Faessel, Fellow, McMillan, Paule, and Shepherd Romey. 
 
Committee staff present: Bednarski, Chapman, Deshmukh, Katano, Hudson, Rubin, 
Salinas, Scully, Suzuki, and Zinke. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Director Tana McCoy, City of Compton. 
 
1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 
 

NONE 
 
2. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
 

a. Subject: Chair's Report  
 

Presented by: Chair Ortega 

Chair Ortega reported that he is appointing Board Vice Chair Garza as an 
alternate member to the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction Authority 
and to the Delta Conveyance Finance Authority. 
 
He is sunsetting the Ad Hoc Committee on Management Transition. 
 
Lastly, he requested that an item be added to the April draft packet, “renaming 
the Cesar Chavez Holiday.” 
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Executive Committee Minutes -2- March 24, 2026 

Director Seckel entered the meeting. 
 
b. Subject: General Manager's Report of Metropolitan activities  

 
Presented by: General Manager Deshmukh 

General Manager Deshmukh reported he will be reporting on his observations 
and recommendations for his first one hundred days; the upcoming biennium 
budget workshop; an April information item memorandum of understanding 
with the San Diego County Water Authority; interstate transfers; how the 
Middle East war could potentially impact Metropolitan and staff stands ready 
and prepared by increasing awareness for cyber and physical security; on the 
Sacramento delegation meeting with board leadership; and his vacation is 
scheduled for April 6-11, 2026 with delegation of authority to Assistant 
General Manager Bednarski. 
 
The following Director(s) asked questions or made comments: 
 
Director(s) 
1. Ortega 
 

c. Subject: General Counsel's report of Metropolitan activities 
 

General Counsel Scully reported that Member Agencies interested in water 
transfers should review the operative agreement which is the amended 
exchange agreement that allows San Diego County Water Authority to give 
member agencies the opportunity to take a portion of the exchange that would 
be going to them to be directed to another member agency, and invited the 
board to Assistant General Counsel Henry Torres’ retirement celebration at 
3:30.  
 

e. Subject: Ethics Officer's report of Metropolitan activities 
 

 Ethics Officer Salinas stated he had nothing to add to the report.  

d. Subject: General Auditor's report of Metropolitan activities 
 

General Auditor Suzuki stated he had nothing to add to the report.  
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Executive Committee Minutes -3- March 24, 2026 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

3. COMMITTEE ACTION  
 

A. Approval of the minutes of the Executive Committee of February 24, 2026. 
 

B. Approve the draft of the Committee and Board meeting agendas and schedule 
for April 2026.  

Chair Ortega asked if there were any additions or deletions to the April 2026 draft 
packet. 
 
Committee Chair Kurtz stated that for the Special Committee on Ag and Tribal 
Partnership, the following item was revised: 
 

• Central Valley Agriculture Perspective: Cannon Michael, President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Bowles Farming Company. 

Chair Ortega stated that the Committee recommends adding Metropolitan to rename 
the Caesar Chavez Holiday. 
 
Director Ortega made a motion, seconded by Director Camacho, to approve the 
consent calendar items 3A and 3B as presented, listed, and revised. 
 
The vote was:  
Ayes: Directors Camacho, Erdman, Fong-Sakai, Garza, Kassakhian, Katz, 

Kurtz, Lewitt, McCoy, Miller, Ortega, Pressman, Quinn, Ramos, Seckel, 
and Sutley. 

Abstention: None 

Recusal: None 
Absent: Directors Douglas, Gray, and Jung. 

 
The motion for Items 3A and 3B passed by a vote of 16 ayes; 0 noes; 0 abstentions; 
and 3 absent. 
 
Director Kassakhian announced he is alone in the room. 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

4. COMMITTEE INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 

a. Subject: Discuss and consider potential updates to the department 
head evaluation process, performance expectations, and 
business plans, including possible amendments to 
Metropolitan’s Administrative Code. 
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Executive Committee Minutes -4- March 24, 2026 

Presented by: Rickita Hudson, Board Executive Secretary 

Ms. Hudson reported on proposed changes. 

 
The following Director(s) asked questions or made comments: 
 
Director(s) 
1. Seckel 
2. Ortega 
 
Staff responded to the Directors’ comments and questions. 

 
5. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 
NONE 

 
6. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
NONE 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 a.m. 
 
 
Adan Ortega  
Chair of the Board 
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