
Tuesday, January 27, 2026
Meeting Schedule

Special Committee on Ag and Tribal 
Partnerships - Final - Revised 2

Meeting with Board of Directors *

January 27, 2026

10:30 a.m.

09:30 a.m. EXEC
10:30 a.m. ATP
11:30 a.m. BREAK
12:00 p.m. IW

C. Kurtz, Chair
G. Cordero, Vice Chair
D. De Jesus
D. Erdman
A. Fellow
J. Garza
J. McMillan
M. Miller
M. Ramos
G. Shepherd Romey Written public comments received by 3:00 p.m. the business day 

before the meeting is scheduled will be posted under the 
Submitted Items and Responses tab available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx.

 The listen-only phone line is available at 1-877-853-5257; enter 
meeting ID: 873 4767 0235. 
 
Members of the public may present their comments to the Board 
on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda 
teleconference and in-person. To provide public comment by 
teleconference dial 1-833-548-0276 and enter meeting ID: 876 
9484 9772 or to join by computer click here.

 Disclaimer: Written and oral public comments are received in 
compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. Please note that 
Metropolitan does not endorse or ensure the accuracy or 
reliability of the information provided as public comment or by 
third parties.

ATP Committee

MWD Headquarters Building • 700 N. Alameda Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012
Teleconference Locations:

3008 W. 82nd Place • Inglewood, CA 90305
The Westin South Coast Plaza • 686 Anton Blvd., Business Center • Costa Mesa, CA 92626

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87694849772?pwd=V3dGZGRYUjJ3allqdUxXTlJRM044Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87694849772?pwd=V3dGZGRYUjJ3allqdUxXTlJRM044Zz09
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1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR **

2. COMMITTEE ACTION (ONLY)

NONE

3. COMMITTEE ITEMS (FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION)

NONE

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR **

4. COMMITTEE ITEMS (ACTION FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION)

NONE

5. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL FOR BOARD 
CONSIDERATION)

NONE

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL)

a. 21-5324Discuss the purpose of the Special Committee on Ag and Tribal 
Partnerships

01272026 ATP 6a C-L.pdf

01272026 ATP 6a Presentation

Attachments:

b. 21-5337The 21st Century (Agricultural) Renaissance Presented By: AG 
Kawamura, Solutions from the Land. [UPDATED SUBJECT 
1/23/2026]

01272026 ATP 6b C-L.pdf

01272026 ATP 6b Presentation

Attachments:

c. 21-5341Report on the Palo Verde Valley Property Utilization Committee. 
[ADDED SUBJECT on 12/15/2025]

d. 21-5322Report on the Palo Verde Valley Community Enhancement 
Collaborative. [SUBJECT MOVED FROM IMPORTED WATER 
COMMITTEE on 1/20/2026]

US 2-145
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https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7419
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3aad5093-d520-440d-ae79-c32a3f17b683.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=02ce0ab4-c344-449a-9326-581762c17369.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7432
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=58853453-d2a5-485a-a89b-d7fbb0aa9f2d.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4f5bf03a-3d1f-4952-a530-59a9788b7497.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7436
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7417
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7. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

NONE

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

9. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Committee agendas may be obtained on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

US 2-145
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Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships 

1/27/2026 Special Committee Meeting 

6a
Subject 

Discuss the purpose of the Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships 

Executive Summary 

The Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships was formed in December 2025. At this first meeting, the 
committee will discuss the purpose of the committee to help guide direction and future agenda items. 

Fiscal Impact 

None 

Applicable Policy 

Metropolitan Administrative Code § 2500. Special committees may be created by the Board to undertake special 
assignments on behalf of the Board and shall report directly to the Board unless otherwise directed. A special 
committee shall continue in existence indefinitely. Unless otherwise specified, members of a special committee 
shall be appointed by the Chair of the Board and shall serve at the Chair’s pleasure.  

Related Board Action(s)/Future Action(s) 

At the November 18, 2025, board meeting, the Board Chair announced the formation of a new Special Committee 
on Ag and Tribal Partnerships. 

At the December 9, 2025, board meeting, the Board Chair appointed committee leadership and members. 

Details and Background 

In April 2025, the Ad Hoc Committee on Agriculture and Tribal Partnerships was formed. The ad hoc committee 
met regularly through November and was disbanded with the formation of the new Special Committee on Ag and 
Tribal Partnerships. 

To help guide direction and future agenda items, the proposed purpose of the committee is as follows: 

The Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships will work to advance Metropolitan’s agriculture and tribal 
interests within the region, the state, and the West. The committee will identify opportunities to build 
relationships through existing and new partnerships and consider programs and policies that could provide mutual 
benefits for water reliability, climate resilience, and financial sustainability. The committee will report and make 
recommendations to the Board or to other committees for consideration. 

4



1/27/2026 Special Committee Meeting 6a Page 2 
 
 

 

The committee will discuss the purpose and provide direction to staff. 

 

 1/22/2026 
Carolyn Schaffer 
External Affairs Group Manager 

Date 

 

 1/22/2026 
Shivaji Deshmukh 
General Manager 

Date 

 

Ref# ea12712958 
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Discuss Purpose of 
Special Committee on Ag 
and Tribal Partnerships

Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships

Item 6a

January 27, 2026

Presented by: Carolyn Schaffer
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Special Committee on Ag and Tribal 
Partnerships

Summary
Subject
Discuss the purpose of the Special 
Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships

Purpose
Provide direction and guidance for future 
agendas
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Proposed 
Purpose 

Statement 

For Discussion

The Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships will:

• Work to advance Metropolitan’s agriculture and tribal 
interests within the region, the state, and the West. 

• Identify opportunities to build relationships through 
existing and new partnerships and consider programs 
and policies that could provide mutual benefits for water 
reliability, climate resilience, and financial sustainability. 

• Report and make recommendations to the board or to 
other committees for consideration.
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Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships 

1/27/2026 Special Committee Meeting 

6b
Subject 

The 21st Century (Agricultural) Renaissance Presented By: AG Kawamura, Solutions from the Land 

Executive Summary 

AG Kawamura, founding co-chair of Solutions from the Land and former Secretary of the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture, will provide an overview of a global invasive species initiative and how it affects water, 
food and life systems. 

Fiscal Impact 

None 

Applicable Policy 

None 

Related Board Action(s)/Future Action(s) 

None 

Details and Background 

Metropolitan has interests in invasive species management and prevention due to the impacts to water supply, 
protected species and habitat, as well as through its role as a landowner, responsibilities for reserve management, 
and participation in the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program.  

AG Kawamura, founding co-chair of Solutions from the Land (SfL) and former Secretary of the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture, will provide an overview of a global invasive species initiative and how it 
affects water, food and life systems. 

SfL is a farmer- and scientist-led 501(c)(3) nonprofit advancing land-based solutions to global challenges. 
Through state, national, and global initiatives, SfL brings together farmers, ranchers, foresters, and partners to 
showcase innovation and champion the policies, investments, and research needed for agricultural landscapes to 
deliver cost-effective, integrated solutions for food and energy security, sustainable economic growth, and 
environmental health.  

The United Nations Environment Programme Farmers Major Group, with co-organizers Solutions from the Land, 
the University of Florida Invasion Science Institute, the Center for International Forestry Research and World 
Agroforestry (CIFOR-ICRAF), and the Global Farmer Network, are working to elevate invasive species as a 
priority issue across UN environmental and food security platforms. Invasive species are increasingly damaging  
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marine, terrestrial, and freshwater ecosystems, which is driving biodiversity loss, harming crops and livestock, 
and elevating risks to food production and public health. Climate change is accelerating these impacts, 
underscoring the urgent need for global coordination and effective biosecurity systems. 

1/22/2026 
Carolyn Schaffer 
External Affairs Group Manager 

Date 

1/22/2026 
Shivaji Deshmukh 
General Manager 

Date 

Ref# ea12707029 
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The 21st Century 
(Agricultural) Renaissance

Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships

Item 6b

January 27, 2026

Presented by: A.G. Kawamura,  Founding Co-Chair, 
Solutions From the Land
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Summary
Special Committee on Ag and Tribal Partnerships

Subject
The 21st Century (Agricultural) 
Renaissance

Purpose
Share perspectives on agriculture
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farming
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http://wordlesstech.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/vertical-farming-1.jpg


Farmers Major Group
UNEA-7 Side Event                       

        

Invasive Species as Drivers of Biodiversity Loss 
and Global Food Insecurity

Sponsors:
Solutions from the Land (SfL)

University of Florida Invasion Science Institute
The Center for International Forestry Research and World Agroforestry (CIFOR-ICRAF)

Global Farmers Network (GFN)

United Nations Environmental Assembly -7
Nairobi, Kenya
December 8, 2025   

#UNEA7 
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Call to Action:

Please help elevate and expand cross-boundary public-private 
sector efforts to harmonize and strengthen biosecurity 
protocols and improve prevention, monitoring, eradication, 
and management of invasive species across the globe.

Join us in combating  invasives! 

For more information contact us at:
eshea@solutionsfromtheland.org 
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mailto:eshea@solutionsfromtheland.org
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