The Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California Age nda

The mission of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California‘is to provide
its service area with adequate and reliable supplies of high-quality water to meet
present and future needs in an environmentally and economically responsible way.

IW Committee Subcommittee on Imported Water - Tuesday, January 27, 2026
M. Gold, D. Env., Chair Final - Revised 3 Meeting Schedule
L. Ackerman, Vice Chair
D. Alvarez Meeting with Board of Directors * 09:39 a.m. EXFC
M. Camacho g :(1123 a.m. QEIEAK
G. Cordero -9 a.m.
R Crane January 27, 2026 12:00 p.m. IW
D. De Jesus .
D. Denham 12:00 p.m.
J. Garza
C. Kurtz Written public comments received by 3:00 p.m. the business day
J. Lewitt before the meeting is scheduled will be posted under the
J. McMillan . .
M. Miller Submitted Items and Responses tab available here:

https://Imwdh2o.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx.

The listen-only phone line is available at 1-877-853-5257; enter
meeting ID: 862 4397 5848.

Members of the public may present their comments to the Board
on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via
teleconference and in-person. To provide public comment by
teleconference dial 1-833-548-0276 and enter meeting ID: 815
2066 4276 or to join by computer click here.

Disclaimer: Written and oral public comments are received in
compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. Please note that
Metropolitan does not endorse or ensure the accuracy or
reliability of the information provided as public comment or by
third parties.

MWD Headquarters Building * 700 N. Alameda Street * Los Angeles, CA 90012
Teleconference Locations:
3008 W. 82nd Place * Inglewood, CA 90305
The Westin South Coast Plaza * 686 Anton Blvd., Business Center * Costa Mesa, CA 92626

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act.
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
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January 27, 2026

1.  Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on
matters within the committee’'s jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR **

2. SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION (ONLY)

NONE

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS**

3. SUBCOMMITTEE ITEMS

a.

Regulatory Updates on the Coordinated Long-term Operations of
the State Water Project and Central Valley Project and the Phase 2
Update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan. [REVISED
SUBJECT on 1/14/2026]

Attachments: 01272026 IW 3a CL
01272026 IW 3a Presentation

Perspectives on the Future Outlook of the Colorado River and
Opportunities to Partner on Water Supply Initiatives: Guest
Speakers Brenda Burman, General Manager, and Terry Goodard,
Board President, Central Arizona Water Conservation District
(Central Arizona Project). [SUBJECT ADDED 1/23/2026]

Report on the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction
Authority Meeting

Report on the Colorado River Board Meeting

Update on Colorado River negotiations and protection of
Metropolitan's Colorado River water rights [Conference with legal
counsel — anticipated litigation — deciding whether to initiate
litigation; unknown number of potential cases; to be heard in
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(4)]

4, FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

NONE

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
6. ADJOURNMENT
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21-5319

21-5424

21-5320

21-5321
21-5323


https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7414
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c29a06fc-3658-44ac-bd1b-44e1a82609f1.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=66b9a35e-f0ea-4de5-a428-4f465f0c4476.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7519
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7415
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7416
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=7418
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NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors.
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Committee agendas may be obtained on Metropolitan's Web site
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to

attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.
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Subject

Regulatory Updates on the Coordinated Long-Term Operations of the State Water Project and Central Valley
Project and the Phase 2 Update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan

Executive Summary

This report provides a status update on recent changes to the Long-Term Operations of the State Water Project
and Central Valley Projects and the ongoing update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan. Both of these
regulatory updates may potentially impact State Water Project water supplies.

Details and Background

Bay-Delta Regulatory Overview

State Water Project (SWP) operations are, in-part, governed by two federal Endangered Species Act biological
opinions, a California Endangered Species Act (CESA) incidental take permit (ITP), and the State Water
Resources Control Board (Water Board) Water Right Decision 1641 (D-1641), which implements the Water
Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta Plan). Together, these
regulations and permits dictate the conditions under which the SWP may export from the Bay-Delta estuary, with
the most highly regulated months of the year being January through June when fish migrations are most active.

Long-Term Operations of the State Water Project and Central Valley Project (CVP)

The federal 2024 biological opinions and state 2024 CESA ITP govern SWP operations in the Delta. These
permits authorize incidental “take” of endangered, threatened, and state candidate species by the SWP,
including take of winter-run and spring-run Chinook Salmon, Steelhead, Green Sturgeon, White Sturgeon,
Southern Resident Killer Whale, Delta smelt, and Longfin smelt.

Recent Activity

In December 2025, the Bureau of Reclamation issued a revised Record of Decision for its Long-Term
Operations Plan that included modified south Delta operational requirements, called “Action 5.” The
biological opinions were not amended. Some of the operational restrictions in Action 5 differ from those in
the 2024 ITP, resulting in a misalignment of SWP and CVP operations under certain conditions. This could,
but not necessarily, result in impacts to the SWP. At the same time, the Department of Water Resources
received two amendments to the 2024 ITP that address some of the misalignment. The first permit amendment
suspended the Fall X2 Action for 2025, with significant new fish food actions in the Suisun Marsh being
imposed as mitigation for the next three years. The second amendment was for export operations for the Delta
smelt, allowing flexibility if the entrainment risk is low. The amendment allows for an evaluation of real-time
conditions and flexibility regarding requirements based on those conditions. Shortly after a storm event,
restrictions to protect Delta smelt were in effect from December 25, 2025, to January 7, 2026. The flexibility
from the ITP amendment allowed for the SWP to capture an additional 35 thousand acre-feet. This additional
water supply did not result in the entrainment of Delta smelt or Longfin smelt.
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Phase 2 Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update

The Water Board implements and periodically updates the Bay-Delta Plan to identify water quality objectives
to provide reasonable protection of beneficial uses of water in the Bay-Delta watershed. The Phase 1 update
covering the San Joaquin River and south Delta salinity was adopted in 2018. Phase 2 covers the Delta and
tributaries other than the San Joaquin River, including the Sacramento and Feather Rivers. There have been
multiple draft documents for the Phase 2 Update released for public comment over the years. Most recently,
an updated draft of the Bay-Delta Plan Phase 2 Update was released by the Water Board in July 2025, but was
later rescinded in September 2025. The Water Board released a new revised draft Phase 2 Update and an
update to the Supplemental Environmental Document for public comment in December 2025. A public
hearing to receive comments is scheduled for January 28-30, 2026, and the deadline for written comments is
February 2, 2026.

Similar to the report to the imported water subcommittee regarding the July draft, the new draft includes two
implementation pathways and multiple new narrative water quality objectives for the reasonable protection of
fish and wildlife beneficial uses. The Healthy Rivers and Landscapes (HRL) Program is one of the proposed
paths to implement the narrative objectives. The other implementation path is based on flows under an
unimpaired hydrograph, with newly proposed modifications to minimize potential negative impacts. The
December 2025 draft also includes new modeling and analysis of the potential environmental impacts of the
modified unimpaired hydrograph approach and the HRL Program that includes updates to that program since
2023. The December 2025 draft also includes a new beneficial use of water category for Native American
cultural uses of water.

Metropolitan will comment on the December draft, either individually and/or as part of the State Water
Contractors. Metropolitan is also coordinating with the CVP water contractors both north and south of the
Delta. The comments will focus on ensuring that the draft Bay-Delta Plan Phase 2 Update is consistent with
the HRL Program proposal and that the SWP is protected from additional impacts resulting from
implementation of the Bay-Delta Plan under either the unimpaired hydrograph or HRL implementation
pathways.
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Item 3a

Update to
Subcommittee
on Imported
ater

Subject

Regulatory Update on the Coordinated Long-term Operations of
the State Water Project and Central Valley Project and the Phase 2
Update to the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan

Purpose

Review content of recent amendments to State and Federal
Endangered Species Act permits and the December 2025 Draft
Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay
Delta

Next Steps

Provide comments on Draft WQCP



Agenda

 Regulatory Overview

» SWP and CVP Endangered Species Act
Permit Updates

» December 2025 Draft Bay-Delta Water
(Quality Control Plan Summary

« Next Steps



SWP Regulatory Overview

Key Permits and Standards Governing Project Operations

TN
Federal
2024 Biological Opinions
(ESA — NMFS & USFWS)
Key State
p— ol \\Water Project
Regulations
Water Quality Control Plan
(Water Code - SWRCB)
—_—
ESA = Endangered Species Act NMFS = National Marine Fisheries Service CDFW = California Department of Fish and Wildlife

CESA = California Endangered Species Act USFWS = United States Fish and Wildlife Service  SWRCB = State Water Resources Control Board
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State and Federal Endangered
Species Act Permits
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State Water Project
Recent Permitting Activities

November - December 2024

» Federal Government Issued Biological Opinions, Alt. 2

- State Issued Incidental Take Permit (ITP), Alt. 2 plus White
Sturgeon

September - December 2025

- New Federal Record of Decision (ROD), Adopted Action 5

» State ['TP Amendment — Single year suspension of Fall X2

 State I'TP Amendment — Amendment to decision-making
structure for Delta Smelt Old and Middle River (OMR)




Federal
Permits
Long-Term
Operations

Action 5

« Removes Fall Habitat Action (Fall X2)

« Removes Early (before Plan approval) Implementation
of Healthy Rivers and Landscapes Spring Outflow

» Updates to OMR criteria such that OMR no more
negative than -5,000 cfs, but with a governance

structure where pumping could be reduced if there is a
“material benefit” to the species



State Permit
Long Term
Operations

e ————
CALIFORNIA

FISH &
WILDLIFE

2024 Incidental Take Permit

« Suspended Fall X2 for 2025 only. Mitigation contained
in Food and Habitat Plan

* |TP includes the same spring outflow as contained in
the 2020 ITP, which will be off-ramped when the
Healthy Rivers and Landscapes Program is approved

 OMRis prescriptive and defined by species. Recent
permit amendment allows some decision-making
flexibility for CDFW related to adult and juvenile Delta
Smelt OMR



SWP Operations Under Amended 2024 I'TP
December 2025 to January 2026

« GCDFW discretion exercised under the recent permit
amendment

« SWP export operations maintained at higher level during
higher flows

« SWP water supply benefit of 35,000 acre-feet



Delta Smelt
Food &
Habitat

Enhancement
Program

Three Year Mitigation 2026-2028

* Requires 6,000 kg of zooplankton added to
Suisun region

* Requires invasive species actions that include
removal of invasive clams and vegetation

 DWR proposed Plan: Flood 2,861 acres in
Suisun Marsh and release water and
productivity to the channels throughout the
Summer (June-August)
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Background
Bay-Delta
WOCP

o

CALIFORNIA

Water Boards

Why
 Periodic review of Bay-Delta WQCP required under state
and federal law

What
« |dentifies beneficial uses of water

« Adopts water quality objectives for the reasonable
protection of beneficial uses

« Adopts a program of implementation for objectives

* Monitoring, special study, evaluation, and reporting to
assess compliance and effectiveness of
implementation actions



Draft Update to Bay-Delta Plan New Components

Newly Designated Beneficial Uses D —
« Tribal Tradition and Culture (CUL) I —
 Tribal Subsistence Fishing (T-SUB) _ forthe

San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San

« Subsistence Fishing (SUB) Joaquin Delta Watershed

New Narrative Water Quality Objectives
» Native Fish Viability

e Qutflow

* |nflow Based Outflow

e Interior Delta Flows

 Cold Water Habitat

New Implementation Pathways

« Flow Based on percent of hydrograph
45%-65%, with 55%/WSA

« Healthy Rivers and Landscapes Program




Supplemental Analysis
Updated Modeling

Impacts of 55% Unimpaired Flow with Water Supply Adjustments

e Southern California-95 TAF to -515 TAF

Benefit of Healthy Rivers and Landscapes (HRL)
* Results show less than full HRL contributions
» Modeling not consistent with Flow Accounting

 Baseline is significantly impacting results



Next Steps
Water (Quality Control Plan

Review and comment on December 2025 Draft

» Three hearing days: January 28-30, 2025

» Written comments due February 2, 2026
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