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Sacramento
Legislative
Highlights

Legislative Calendar

Jan 5, 2026 — Legislature reconvenes

Jan 10, 2026 — Budget must be submitted by the
Governor

Jan 31, 2026 — Last day for 2025 bills to pass out
of house of origin
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State Fiscal Outook

Figure 2

LAO Revenue Outlook

Total Revenues (In Billions)

%300

The shaded area shows how far
revenues could deviate from our main
forecast. Qutcomes beyond the
shaded area are possible, but revenues
most likely will fall in the shaded area.

LAO Fiscal Outlook
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD
Assistance for | H.R. 4733 7/23/25: Referred | Low-Income Household Water SUPPORT This bill makes permanent the
Disadvantaged | Sorenson, D-IL to the House Assistance Program temporary low-income
Communities | Bresnahan, R-PA Committee on (LIHWAP) Establishment Act Based upon household water assistance
Lawler, R-NY Transportation and 2025 Legislative | program established at the height
Kelly, D-IL Infrastructure, and | Establishes a permanent, Priorities and of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Fitzpatrick, R-PA the House nationwide water assistance Principles. Sustained federal assistance to
Davids, D-KS Committee on program to help low-income help low-income households
Moylan, R-Guam Energy and households with their water and afford their water and
McBath, D-GA Commerce. wastewater bills. wastewater bills would help
residents in Metropolitan’s
service area and its member
agencies.
Conservation | H.R. 1871 3/05/25: Referred Water Conservation Rebate Tax | SUPPORT This bill makes rebates that
Huftman (D-CA) to the House Parity Act homeowners receive for water
Moore (R-UT) Committee on Based upon conservation improvements to
Ways and Means. | Amends the Internal Revenue 2025 Legislative | their home, including smart
S. 857 Code of 1986 to expand the Priorities and irrigation systems and turf

Curtis (R-UT)
Padilla (D-CA)

3/05/25: Referred
to the Senate
Committee on
Finance.

exclusion for conservation
subsidies to include water
conservation or efficiency
measures and stormwater
management measures.

Principles.

removal, exempt from federal
taxes. If enacted, Metropolitan
and its member agencies would
no longer need to provide tax
forms at the end of the year to
customers that have received
$600 or more in water
conservation rebates.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Cybersecurity

H.R. 2594
Crawford (R-AR)
Bresnahan (R-PA)
Finstad (R-MN)

4/02/25: Referred
to the House
Committees on
Transportation &
Infrastructure and
Energy and
Commerce.

Water Risk and Resilience
Organization

To establish a Water Risk and
Resilience Organization to
develop cybersecurity regulations
for the water sector.

OPPOSE

Based upon
2025 Legislative
Priorities and
Principles.

This bill establishes a new
regulatory body, the Water Risk
and Resilience Organization
(WRRO), that would be
overseen by EPA but is separate
from EPA. The WRRO is tasked
with developing and enforcing
cybersecurity requirements for
the water sector. If enacted this
bill would subject Metropolitan
and its member agencies to new
unknown regulatory
requirements. The legislation
does not provide clear guidance
to the WRRO on what type of
cybersecurity standards are
appropriate for the water sector
other than relying on “best
practices” and fails to ensure
new regulations would not be
duplicative of existing
requirements some water
systems are already subject to.
Additionally, the legislation does
not include funding to help
water systems comply with new
regulations, instead it includes a
punitive penalty of up to
$25,000 per day for violation.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD
Endangered H.R. 831 9/15/25: Placed on | Lower Colorado River Multi- SUPPORT The LCR MSCP program
Species Act Calvert (R-CA) the House Species Conservation Program addresses the needs of
Oversight Lee (D-NV) Calendar. Amendment Act of 2025 Based upon threatened and endangered

Titus (D-NV)
Horsford (D-NV)
Stanton (D-AZ)
Ciscomoni (R-AZ)

S. 291

Padilla (D-CA)
Schiff (D-CA)

Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Rosen (D-NV)

Kelly (D-AZ)
Gallego (D-AZ)

1/29/25: Referred
to the Senate
Committee on
Energy and

Natural Resources.

Establishes an interest-bearing
account for the non-federal
contributions to the Lower
Colorado River Multi-Species
Conservation Program (LCR
MSCP).

2025 Legislative
Priorities and
Principles.

species and provides reliability
for water deliveries and
hydropower production. The bill
will allow the Bureau of
Reclamation to hold the non-
federal funds for the LCR MSCP
in an interest-bearing account.
The interest collected will be
reinvested in LCR MSCP
projects, contributing to the
continued success of this
program and helping offset the
impact of inflation. This bill
would benefit Metropolitan
because we are a member of
California’s LCR MSCP
participant group.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD

Endangered H.R. 1894 3/06/25: Referred | Federally Integrated Species SUPPORT This bill would consolidate the
Species Act Calvert (R-CA) to the House Health Act or the “FISH Act” management and regulation of
Oversight Costa (D-CA) Committee on Based upon anadromous fish under the ESA

McClintock (R-CA)
Issa (R-CA)

Natural Resources.

Transfers the authority to oversee
Endangered Species Act (ESA)
related responsibilities for
anadromous fish from the
Secretary of Commerce to the
Secretary of the Interior.

2025 Legislative
Priorities and
Principles.

at the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Currently, ESA authority is split
between FWS and the National
Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS). California’s water
delivery system and its fisheries
would benefit from having a
single federal agency
responsible for anadromous
species management.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD

Financing H.R. 3158 5/01/25: Referred | Help Hoover Dam Act SUPPORT This legislation gives the Bureau
Tools for Lee (D-NV) to the House of Reclamation authority to
Water Amodei (R-NV) Committee on Amends the Boulder Canyon Based upon utilize stranded funds paid by
Infrastructure | Stanton (D-AZ) Natural Resources. | Project Act to authorize the 2025 Legislative | the Hoover Dam power

Projects Ciscomani (R-AZ) Secretary of the Interior to expend | Priorities and contractors for operations,

Horsford (D-NV)
Titus (D-NV)
Ansari (D-AZ)
Calvert (R-CA)
Cisneros (D-CA)
Schweikert5 (R-AZ)

S. 1570

Cortez Masto (D-NV)
Kelly (D-AZ)
Gallego (D-AZ)
Rosen (D-AZ)
Padilla (D-CA)
Schiff (D-CA)

5/01/25: Referred
to the Senate
Committee on
Energy and

Natural Resources.

money in the Colorado River Dam
fund.

Principles.

maintenance, repair, and clean
up actions at Hoover Dam. The
bill would benefit Metropolitan
and its member agencies by
providing a new source of
funding for needed work on
Hoover Dam.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD

Financing H.R. 6204 11/20/25: Referred | Large-Scale Water Recycling SUPPORT This bill benefits Metropolitan

Tools for Lee (D-NV) to the House Reauthorization Act and our member agencies by

Water Ciscomani (R-AZ) Natural Resources Based upon reauthorizing Reclamation’s

Infrastructure Committee. Reauthorizes for another five 2025 Legislative | program to provide funding for

Projects years the Bureau of Reclamation’s | Priorities and our Pure Water project and other
competitive grant program for the | Principles. large-scale recycled water
planning, design, and construction projects in the Colorado River
of large-scale water recycling and Basin and throughout the West.
reclamation projects.

Source Water | S. 350 7/17/25: Wildfire Emergency Act of 2025 | SUPPORT This bill has water supply, water

Protection Padilla (D-CA) Discharged by quality, and ecosystem benefits

Daines (R-MT) Unanimous To direct the Secretary of Based upon for the Colorado River

Consent from the
Senate Committee
on Energy and
Natural Resources,
referred to the
Senate Committee
on Agriculture,
Nutrition and
Forestry.

Agriculture to select and
implement landscape-scale forest
restoration projects, to assist
communities in increasing their
resilience to wildfire, and for other
purposes.

2025 Legislative
Priorities and
Principles.

watershed and State Water
Project watershed. Proper forest
management and wildfire
prevention promotes runoff,
helps protect water quality, and
improves habitat.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD

Source Water | H.R. 1267 2/12/25: Referred | Water Systems PFAS Liability SUPPORT The bill follows the “polluters

Protection Perez (D-WA) to the House Protection Act pay” principle for cleanup of
Maloy (R-UT) Committees on Based upon PFAS under CERCLA by

Energy and
Commerce and
Transportation and
Infrastructure.

Provides exemptions to drinking
water and wastewater facilities
from liability under the
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA)
for PFAS chemicals designated as
hazardous substances.

2025 Legislative
Priorities and
Principles.

shielding drinking water and
wastewater systems from
cleanup liability when they
properly dispose of water
treatment byproducts containing
PFAS.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD
Source Water | H.R. 1459 2/20/25: Referred | Protect the West Act of 2025 SUPPORT This bill would benefit
Protection Crow (D-CO) to the House Metropolitan and its member
Committees on Establishes a $60 billion fund at Based upon agencies by funding projects to
S. 670 Agriculture and the Treasury Department for use 2025 Legislative | improve watershed health. It

Bennet (D-CO)
Wyden (D-OR)
Hickenlooper (D-CO)
Gallego (D-AZ)
Rosen (D-NV)

Natural Resources.

2/20/25: Referred
to the Senate
Committee on
Agriculture,
Nutrition and
Forestry.

by the Secretary of Agriculture for
restoration and resilience projects,
wildfire risk reduction projects
and habitat restoration projects.

Priorities and
Principles.

creates a grant program for
restoration and resilience
projects to improve forest
conditions, rangeland health,
watershed functions, or wildlife
habitat. Additional grants would
provide funding for partnership
projects to reduce wildfire risk,
restore habitat, and expand
access to the outdoors. State
agencies, local and tribal
governments, and special
districts may use these funds
along with partner organizations.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD
Source Water | H.R. 2093 3/14/25: Referred | Federal Water Pollution Control | SUPPORT This legislation would extend
Protection Calvert (R-CA) to the House Permitting Terms the maximum term for National
Garamendi (D-CA) Committee on Based upon Pollutant Discharge Elimination
Rouzer (R-NC) Transportation and | Amends the Federal Water 2025 Legislative | System (NPDES) permits issued
Infrastructure. Pollution Control Act (Clean Priorities and under the Clean Water Act from
Water Act) with respect to Principles. 5 to 10 years for public agencies
permitting terms. that have demonstrated
compliance with existing permit
conditions. This change is
designed to better reflect the
construction schedules for public
agencies.
Water Project | H.R. 338 Every Drop Counts Act SUPPORT Increasing the size of
Authorizations | Costa (D-CA) 11/19/25: Hearing groundwater storage projects
Min (D-CA) held before the Amends the Infrastructure Based upon eligible to apply for this funding
Valadao (R-CA) House Natural Investment and Jobs Act to raise 2025 Legislative | could benefit Metropolitan and
Resources the cap for eligible groundwater Priorities and our member agencies. The

Subcommittee on
Water, Wildlife
and Fisheries

storage projects from 30,000 AF
per year to 150,000 AF per year.

Principles.

proposed cap of 150,000 AF per
year is more than twice the
annual storage capacity of the
AVEK High Desert Water Bank.
The revised program would
create a new funding opportunity
for larger scale groundwater
storage projects in the Central
Valley.
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Federal Legislative Matrix: 119" Congress, First Session

December 2025

Topic Bill/Author Status Title — Summary MWD Position Effects on MWD

Water Project | H.R. 1311 2/13/25: Referred | Stop the Tunnels Act OPPOSE This bill prevents the Army

Authorizations | Harder (D-CA) to the House Corps from issuing a Clean
Transportation and | Prohibits the Corps of Engineers Based upon Water Act section 404 permit for

Infrastructure.

from issuing a permit for the Delta
Conveyance Project.

2025 Legislative
Priorities and
Principles.

the Delta Conveyance Project.
Metropolitan has invested in the
planning and permitting process
for this project and if enacted,
this bill would stop the
permitting process from moving
forward.

10
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Report on Activities
From Washington, D.C.

Iltem 6C
December 8, 2025

Presented by: Abby Schneider



Legislation & Cornmunications Committee

Report on
Activities
from
Washington,
D.C.

Subject
Report on Activities from Washington, D.C.

Purpose
To provide a legislative update.



Legislation & Communications Committee

Large Scale
Water Recycling
Program A BILL
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For immediate Releass
November 20, 20

Contact:

Claudia Alverado, Llausu Aeiadodmul Douse 20y

Les, Ciscomani Introduce Bipartisan Legislation to Boost Westerm Large-Scale Wator
Recycling Efforts

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congresswoman Susie Loe (NV-03) and Congressman
Juan Ciscomani (AZ-06) introduced the bipartisan Large-Scale Water Recycling
Reauthodzation Act to extend a Tederal grant program for Large-scale watef recycling
projects in the Colomdo River Basin and throughout the West

“Wea noed 10 save every drop of walar we con o combat the ongoing, drought-driven water
crisly in Nevads and throughout the West, Larnge scale water recycling works * sald
Congresswoman Susie Lee, “That's exactly why we need 10 feputhorize the Large-Scale
Water Recycling Program as 5000 a8 possibie. This critical program was made poasible by
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law that | helped get across the finish line, | look forward to
seaing It reauthorized for anather five years to continue delivering the witel resources ouf
communities need for owr shared future ”

“Water I the lifablood of Anzona,” said Congressman Juan Ciscomanl, “As we face
worsening drougt in Arizona, | am proud to co-lead this critical legistation which will help
Western communities, like Southem Asizona, bolster thelr conservation efforts through
waler recycling efforts.”

The Bureau of Reclamation's successtul Large-Scale Water Recycling Program was
originally made possible by Congresswoman Lee's Lagialatian snd was iIncorporated Into
the landmark Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which ahe also helped |

Lee's new Dipartison leghs N feputhorizes this essentisl federal program for another five
years, from 2026 to 2031, Her bl comes a8 the American West continues to confront the
effocts of one of the worst droughts in history

To Gnte, the Latge-Soale Water Recycling Program has provided more than $125 million to
SUPPON the ongoing partnership Detween the Southem Nevads Water Authorty (SNWA)
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Senate
Environment &
Public Works
Committee
Hearing

Examining the Future of PFAS
Cleanup and Disposal Policy

Sen. Capito

(R-WV)

Sen. Padilla
(D-CA)
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Whitehouse

(D-RI)

Sen. Schiff
(D-CA)
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Legislation & Communications Committee

FY 26
Appropriations:
Bureau of
Reclamation

CALFED
Water Recycling

Water Storage

WaterSmart:
Drought
Response

WaterSmart:
Grants

$32 M
0
0

0

$32 M
$41 M
$201 M

$25 M

$14 M







THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

External Affairs

° Monthly Activity Report for November 2025

Summary

This report provides a summary of External Affairs activities for October 22, 2025, through November 13, 2025.
Purpose

Informational

Attachments

Detailed Report — External Affairs Group’s Monthly Activities for October 22, 2025, through November 13, 2025
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

Activities Supporting the General Manager’s Business Plan Goals

Execute CAMP4W Implementation Strategy to Integrate Climate Adaptation District-
Wide

¢ Integrate climate considerations and implement adaptation strategies
Member Services and Public Outreach staff presented an update on CAMP4W and the development
of community engagement standards in a webinar organized by LA Waterkeeper.

Develop Post-2026 Guidelines and Negotiate Implementation Agreements

e Educate legislators so they will champion the District’s interests
Federal Legislative staff provided updates to congressional staff on the status of discussions on post-
2026 Colorado River operations and what is at risk for Metropolitan.

The Press Office issued a statement from General Manager Upadhyay regarding the seven Colorado
River Basin states’ continued efforts to reach consensus on post-2026 rules governing operation of
the Colorado River.

Member Services and Public Outreach staff coordinated a multi-site & muanzo o
visit for members of the Colorado River Salinity Control Forum,
highlighting sustainability and water management efforts across
Southern California—from Intuit Dome’s water reuse and waste
diversion systems to Pure Water Southern California’s advanced
purification facility in Carson. The itinerary also included Pasadena’s
Arroyo Seco Spreading Ground, Monk Hill, and Altadena areas
affected by the Eaton Fire, emphasizing the importance of
interagency coordination in wildfire recovery, imported water
reliability, and water quality protection.

Q=2 Q ¥ W

mwdh2o Members of the Colorado River Salinity
Control Forum toured Southern California sites this
week to see sustainability and water... more

October 31

I'xternal Affairs

November 13, 2025

Monthly Activity Report




EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

Media Services created two Colorado River social media
assets to emphasize the importance of this critical water
source to Southern California. One video focused on Lake
Mead, comparing 1984 to 2025 levels, while another
animation highlighted the impact the river has on
Metropolitan’s service area.

Complete EIR and Planning, for Board to Consider Pure Water Southern California

e Complete EIR analyses and public process
Over the past month, the Pure Water Southern California outreach team was involved in several key
engagement efforts. They participated in a regulatory meeting to support program development,
providing updates on the public outreach and engagement efforts, which is important to the
regulators. The team also provided an outreach overview for the Office of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion’s community partners and presented to students in a wastewater technology course at LA
Trade Tech. The team also participated in community events to engage the public and share
information about the program, including the Strength-based Community Change Harvest Festival,
West Basin Municipal Water District’s Water Harvest Festival and Heal the Bay’s Harmful Algal
Bloom Summit.

The team continued to host a high volume of tours at the Grace F. Napolitano Innovation Center,
welcoming groups from the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, Cal Poly Pomona,
Whittier College, Occidental College, the WELL UnTapped Fellowship Program, and the Colorado
River Salinity Control Forum. These visits provided opportunities to share program updates and
strengthen partnerships across the region. These tours were coordinated in collaboration with
Member Services and Public Outreach, the Education Team, and DEI.

I'xternal Affairs

Monthly Activity Report Woveser 13, 2022




EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

Pure Water Southern California outreach team at a community event and leading a tour of the Napolitano Innovation Center.

Improve the Workplace and Promote START Values

e Promote START values (Safety, Trust, Accountability, Respect,
Teamwork)
The Creative Design team assisted Safety, Regulatory and Safety Forum
Technical Training in creating the first issue of “Safety Forum Rundown
Rundown”, a twice-annual flyer summarizing the district-wide Safety Showcase

safety team recommendations and insights. The team also created
two video introductions for Safety Culture Leadership Training by
Assistant General Manager John Bednarski and Chief Safety,
Security, and Protection Officer Gonzalo Barriga.

« 2x-Large
- SKUz 45.010.01024

itory and Training section will
vith Fleet to complete other

top priorits
« Finalize pintie hitch on traiiers
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

Media Services highlighted two Metropolitan employees for the
Water Champions series on social media. One of the posts featured
Patrick Heichert, an O&M Tech IV who works on the Conveyance
& Distribution team in La Verne and played a critical part during
the Eaton Fires in January. The other employee featured was Bill
Byers, an O&M Tech IV at Intake Pumping Plant.

Patrick Heichert
0&M Tech IV

Water Champions

Protecting and Repairing
Critical Infrastructure

Provide Organizational Stability and Deliver Operational Excellence

e Support a smooth and efficient transition to the next GM
Media Services assisted GM Upadhyay with a memo to all staff welcoming General Manager-
Designate Deshmukh to Metropolitan on his first day.

The Creative Design team is assisting Conveyance and Distribution, Integrated Operations Planning
and Support Services, and Treatment and Water Quality with the creation of a series of fact sheets on
district facilities. These fact sheets provide an overview of the facilities, staff responsibilities and
background information to assist General Manager-Designate Deshmukh as he visits district

facilities.

Iixternal Affairs T
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

Other Activities Supporting the General Manager’s Strategic
Priorities

Empower the workforce and promote diversity, equity, and mclusnon
For Veterans Day, Media Services collaborated with MVet, the veterans
employee resource group, to pay tribute to many of our veterans through
a social media video. The video featured 21 Metropolitan employees
from across the district who have served in the military. We are proud to
count so many veterans among our colleagues.

**vn

In honor of National Disability Employment Awareness Month, Media W AR
Services collaborated with employee resource group VOICE to share a
message in celebration of the month, with an emphasis on the group’s
commitment to fostering awareness, accessibility and advocacy for
employees with disabilities.

Media Services supported GM Upadhyay and DEI with a memo to all
staff recognizing Native American Heritage Month.

Protect public health, the regional economy, and Metropolitan’s assets

On November 19, 2025, the Legislative Analyst’s Office released its fiscal outlook for the next
fiscal year. The LAO is projecting an $18 billion deficit for the 2026-27 budget. This is due to
constitutional spending requirements that mostly offset revenue gains and higher-than-expected
program costs at about $6 billion over budget.

While income taxes for 2025-26 are currently $8.5 billion above projections, LAO believes that the
stock market boom related to Al presents significant uncertainty for the future and expects a major
pullback in stock prices, which will have a big impact on capital gains tax collections for 2026-27.

In addition, LAO is projecting the state will have to wrestle with an ongoing structural deficit of
$35billion beginning in 2027-28. The Department of Finance has yet to release its own budget
estimates, but in the meantime, LAO is recommending that the Legislature focus on spending
reductions and new revenues. Given this is the fourth consecutive year the state has had to deal with

I'xternal Affairs
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EXTERNAL AFFAIR

Monthly Activity Report

a budget deficit, reserves and other budget resilience tools have been put under significant pressure,
meaning the Legislature will be faced with tough decisions on possible spending cuts.

Governor Newsom will release his first budget proposal for the 2026-27 fiscal year by January 10,
2026.

Legislative staff in Sacramento are closely monitoring this and its potential implications for
Metropolitan’s legislative priorities, programs and funding needs.

Partner with interested parties and the communities we serve

Legislative Services

Legislative Services staff coordinated the participation of the Chief Sustainability, Resilience and
Innovation Officer, Elizabeth Crosson, on a sustainability panel at the Valley Industry & Commerce
Association’s Business Forecast Conference.

The first Water Matters event of FY 2025/26 was held in Long Beach with Director Cordero.
Legislative Services planned and conducted the event in collaboration with Long Beach Utilities.
Approximately 73 community leaders attended, including Long Beach Mayor Rex Richardson. The
event included a panel discussion on water issues with Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal, Chair
Ortega and Long Beach Utilities General Manager Anatole Falagan.

The Government Affairs Representatives presented, monitored, and/or participated in 55 webinars,
meetings, and events with community groups, business organizations, and trade associations on
Metropolitan activities and other related topics.

Media Services

The Creative Design team’s videographers filmed and photographed the board
of directors’ annual Engineering, Operations and Technology tour of desert
facilities. A highlight reel documenting the 2-day tour was created.

A special “mockumentary” social media piece was conceived and filmed
featuring Water Resource Management’s Gary Tilkian speaking as a water-

efficient sprinkler head, which received tremendous engagement online. The "I;
posting of the video coincided with Halloween. Also, during the Halloween m |’-,|!-[ [iiaiga prec
season, the Creative Design team created a “RIP Lawns, Grass is Dead” i/ Irigation water deliggly

e specialist.

animation as part of the Goodbye Grass campaign.
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Monthly Activity Report

Member Services and Public Outreach

Member Services and Public Outreach staff collaborated
with the Yorba Linda Water District to host the dedication
of a new helicopter hydrant at the Robert B. Diemer
Water Treatment Plant. Three helicopters from the Orange
County Fire Authority and CalFire demonstrated how the
heli-hydrant will be used. The Creative Design team’s
videographers and photographers captured the Diemer
heli-hydrant dedication and created a video of the event
and demonstration. The Press Office issued a press release
with media coverage by CBS News. The event, attended
by more than 100 community stakeholders and
dignitaries, underscored a shared commitment to wildfire preparedness, public safety, and regional
resilience.

' e I N

Additionally, Member Services and Public Outreach staff hosted several professional groups at the
Weymouth Treatment Plant and Water Quality Laboratory, including members of the Urban Water
Institute, Inc., the Southern California Municipal Lab, and the City of La Verne. With support from our
operations and water quality teams, guests received a behind-the-scenes look at how Metropolitan treats
and tests Southern California’s drinking water—from the flavor profile room to microbiology, chemistry,
and beyond. These visits strengthened professional relationships, shared best practices, and highlighted
Metropolitan’s commitment to transparency, collaboration, and public service.

Education Programs
The Education Team conducted several student engagement activities emphasizing career
awareness, water literacy, and strategic partnerships with K—16 education.

The Future Green Leaders’ Summit, co-sponsored by Metropolitan, engaged San Bernardino
students in sustainability, water careers, and environmental leadership to inspire the next generation
of environmentally conscious professionals. At the University of La Verne STEM Career Fair, the
Education team partnered with Water Quality Lab staff to showcase water testing technologies and
highlight internship opportunities that connect STEM learning to real-world applications.

I'xternal Affairs
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Monthly Activity Report

Students from Cal Poly Pomona visited the Grace F. Napolitano
Pure Water Southern California Innovation Center and later
created a social media post highlighting the advanced purification
processes they observed during the tour, reinforcing the
connection between classroom learning and career pathways in
water innovation. As part of a Career Awareness Pilot Program,
Whittier College students toured Pure Water Southern California,
where they explored how their academic majors in business,
chemistry, and environmental justice relate to water careers and
sustainability fields.

Staff participated in the California Department of Water Resources Statewide Water Education
Coordinators meeting at Eastern Municipal Water District to join statewide discussions on
strengthening K—16 water education alignment and collaboration.

The California Environmental Education Foundation 2025 Teacher Institute, co-sponsored by
Metropolitan, concluded with its final session, where teachers presented lesson plans aligned with
next-generation science standards and shared strategies for integrating water education into
classroom instruction.

Several Diamond Valley Lake field trips were conducted this month, giving students hands-on
experiences in watershed studies, local ecology, and water conservation practices.

At Menifee Wildlife Day, staff provided family-friendly conservation outreach and interactive
activities at the Santa Rosa Plateau, encouraging community engagement in environmental
stewardship.

I'xternal Affairs
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Monthly Activity Report

Community Partnering Program

The Community Partnering Program sponsored three water education and conservation partnerships this
month. The City of Rosemead’s Collaboration on Water Wise Rain Garden Events project involves
hosting a series of community water-wise educational garden events aimed at promoting best
management practices in water conservation. The Walnut Valley Water District’s H20 for HOAs
provides a community workshop in collaboration with HOA board members, property managers, and
landscapers to educate and inspire the benefits of utilizing native and California-friendly water
conservation landscaping. Finally, Food Exploration and Discovery’s Water Wise Garden Discovery will
develop and install outdoor water education gardens to inspire environmental and water stewardship in
communities.

Inspection Trips Program

The Inspection Trips Team led inspection trips to Hoover Dam and the Colorado River Aqueduct for
Directors Jay, Seckel, and Armstrong. They conducted a State Water Project inspection trip for Director
McMillan in collaboration with Santa Clarita Valley Water. The team also led a pilot inspection trip to
the Upper Feather River Watershed and State Water Project for Chair Ortega and Director Shepherd
Romey.
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Visit to the museum at Gene Camp and HayDay Farms on the Hoover Dam - Colorado River Aqueduct inspection
trip with Dlrectors Armstrong and Seckel..

I'xternal Affairs

Monthly Activity Report

November 13, 2025




Legislation and Communications Committee

-
=
-
w

: I'xternal Affairs Activities

ltem 7a
December 8, 2025
Presented by: Dee Zinke



Legislation and Communications
Committee

Report on
Activities
from

kxternal
Affairs

Subject

Report on Activities from lixternal Affairs

Purpose
To provide management announcements
and highlights for External Affairs



Local Government Outreach

lkngaging
Community
Leaders

Water Matters to Long Beach

« Hosted by Metropolitan and Long Beach
Utilities, November 7

 Attended by 73 community leaders

» Director Cordero led panel discussion
with Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal,

Chair Ortega, and Long Beach Utilities
GM Falagan




Engaging Students

20206
Student Art
Calendar

Student Artist Recognition Event
Thursday, December 11
9a.m.to1 p.m.

Artwork by Leces Bamweio featured In October



Colorado River Outreach
« Focused Communications Plan - Objectives

Communicating Our Priorities « Communicate the importance of the Colorado River to urban
Southern California.
COIOI‘&dO  Build public and media understanding and support for
RjVQI' Metropolitan'’s priorities for post-2026 river operations.

« Convey to other water users the smart investments urban
Southern California has already made in conservation and new
water supplies.

« Communicate to federal and state policy makers the need for a
consensus agreement for post-2026 operations and avoid

litigation.
CRWUA  Building Basin relationships at CRWUA
December 16 - 18 « MWD booth - “Reviving the River — Metropolitan’s Commitment in
Action”

 Talking points








