MINUTES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS WORKSHOP ON
ENGINEERING, OPERATIONS, AND TECHNOLOGY

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

July 28, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
Chair Ortega called the meeting to order at 11:36 a.m.

Director Ackerman was participating using alternative teleconferencing due to a
contagious illness and was alone in the room.

ROLL CALL

Board Secretary Fong-Sakai administered the roll call.

Board Members present: Directors Ackerman (alternative teleconferencing), Alvarez,
Bryant, Camacho, Crane, Crawford (entered after roll call), Daniels, De Jesus,
Denham (entered after roll call), Dennstedt (entered after roll call), Faessel, Fellow,
Fong-Sakai, Garza, Jay, Kassakhian, Kurtz, Lewitt, McCoy, Miller, Ortega, Pakala,
Paule, Pressman, Ramos, Seckel, Shepherd Romey, and Sutley.

Board Members absent: Directors Cordero, Douglas, Erdman, Gold, Gray, Jung, Katz,
and Petersen.

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
Board Secretary Fong-Sakai determined that a quorum was present.

OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE
BOARD LIMITED TO THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE AGENDA.

Name Affiliation ltem

1. Darcy Burke Elsinore Valley MWD 5a
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Chair Ortega invited Engineering, Operations, and Technology Committee Vice Chair Faessel
to preside over the remainder of the meeting.

5. WORKSHOP ITEMS

A. Subject: Assessment of Direct Potable Reuse Implementation
Strategies for Pure Water Southern California

Presented by:  Gloria Lai-Bluml, Unit Manager, Pure Water Program
Management

Matt Hacker, Sr Resource Specialist, Water Resource
Management Group

Monica Tirtadidjaja, Team Manager, Engineering
Compliance, Treatment and Water Quality Group

Rajen Budhia, Sr Engineer, Engineering Services Group
Elisa Mendez, Pr. Public Affairs Rep., Community Relations

Mr. Bednarski introduced the item which provides a preliminary assessment of Direct Potable
Reuse (DPR) strategy alternatives for Pure Water Southern California (PWSC).

Directors Denham and Dennstedt entered the meeting.

Gloria Lai-Bluml presented potential DPR implementation scenarios for Raw Water
Augmentation (RWA) and Treated Water Augmentation (TWA), an overview of DPR pathways
for PWSC, potential treatment approaches, and analysis assumptions.

Director Crawford entered the meeting.

Monica Tirtadidjaja presented Water Quality considerations including Indirect Potable Reuse
demonstration testing, DPR regulations, the roadmap for DPR, the benefits of RWA and TWA,
DPR testing approach and process flow, and DPR stakeholder collaboration efforts.

Rajen Budhia presented on the proposed DPR demonstration facility expansion to
accommodate new process trains and other testing equipment, planned studies to advance
DPR, and site improvements at the Napolitano Innovation Center.

The following Directors made comments or asked questions:

Ortega
Seckel
Miller
Kurtz
Alvarez
Pressman
Garza
Daniels

ONOGO AWM =

Staff responded to the Directors’ questions and comments.
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Chair Ortega left the meeting.
John Bednarski introduced Matt Hacker.

Matt Hacker presented the IPR and DPR demand development analysis utilizing an
operational demand model to assess risk and uncertainty with multiple factors, and a
range of possible outcomes. Mr. Hacker also highlighted factors not assessed in this
study such as water age, nitrification, treatability, and hydraulic limitations in the Central
Pool. A range of potential IPR and DPR demands for PWSC were provided.

Directors Camacho and Paule left the meeting.

The following Directors made comments or asked questions:

Crane
Seckel
Alvarez
Miller

Kurtz
Daniels
Fong-Sakai
Pakala

NGO RWN =

Staff responded to the Directors questions and comments.

Gloria Lai-Bluml presented DPR implementation scenarios including a Weymouth and Diemer
RWA baseline, TWA utilizing the Second Lower Feeder and the Middle Feeder, and variations
of TWA utilizing treatment at the advanced water purification facility or a satellite facility. Ms.
Lai-Bluml also provided an overview of potential Metropolitan reservoirs for TWA use and the
need for engineered buffers.

The following Directors made comments or asked questions:

Seckel
Alvarez
Miller
Denham

N =

Staff responded to the Directors’ questions and comments.

John Bednarski introduced Elisa Mendez.

Elisa Mendez presented an overview of public outreach being done for PWSC.
Public opinion research indicates that support increases when information about DPR
purification process is provided. Ms. Mendez shared regional messing on recycled
water and the opportunity for a new DPR tour stop at the Napolitano Innovation Center
to share information with the public including the possibility of adding a future tasting
station.
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The following Directors made comments or asked questions.

Fong-Sakai
Seckel
Garza
Alvarez
Kurtz
Lewitt
Sutley

Nogokrwh =

Staff responded to the Directors’ questions and comments.

6. FOLLOW UP ITEMS

None
7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Director Alvarez requested that staff bring back to the board, a DPR scenario
where all the wastewater is treated at Carson and transported into the
Central Pool, reducing the backbone pipeline, and potentially reducing costs.

Directors Fong-Sakai and Miller requested that staff look at the possibility of
taking IPR water near the plant and putting the rest as DPR water into the
Second Lower Feeder. They would also like to see a DPR scenario where the
Sepulveda Feeder is used to move treated water into the State Water-dependent
areas.

Director Fong-Sakai requested that public opinion research also gauge how cost
increases to consumers impact the public’s support for Pure Water Southern
California, and that the results be brought back to the Board.

Director Garza requested that a price elasticity study be done for Pure Water
Southern California.

Director Lewitt asked that staff calculate the monthly rate increase to users in
Metropolitan’s service area and assess whether the increase would make a
significant impact to rate payers.

Director Faessel requested that staff hold another board workshop in the future to
follow up on comments and questions regarding costs.
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LOIS FONG-SAKAI
BOARD SECRETARY

The meeting adjourned at 2:23 p.m.

STEPHEN FAESSEL
VICE CHAIR, ENGINEERING, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE



