
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

July 28, 2026 
 
 

Chair Ortega called the meeting to order at 10:42 a.m. 
 
Members present: Directors Bryant (alternate), Camacho, Faessel (alternate), Fong-
Sakai, Garza, Gray (teleconference posted location), Jung (teleconference posted 
location), Kassakhian, Kurtz, Lewitt, McCoy, Miller, Ortega, Pressman, Ramos, Seckel, 
and Sutley. 
 
Members absent: Director Douglas, Erdman*, Katz*, and Quinn; *not counted as absent 
for the purpose of quorum given alternate present. 
 
Other Board members present:  Directors Alvarez, Cordero (teleconference posted 
location), Crane, De Jesus (teleconference posted location), Fellow, Pakala, Paule, and 
Shepherd Romey. 
 
Committee staff present: Bednarski, Maravilla, Rubin, Salinas, Scully, Suzuki, and 
Zinke. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair Ortega, City of San Fernando.  
 
1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 
 

NONE 
 
2. OTHER MATTERS AND REPORTS  
 

a. Subject: Chair's Report  
 

Presented by: Chair Ortega 

Chair Ortega reported on the recent activities of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Executive Performance. He announced that the international travel for the 
second quarter of 2026 (April through June) was filed and posted online. 
Lastly, he congratulated Henry Quan on his recent retirement from 
Metropolitan’s contract security guard force with Securitas. Mr. Quan provided 
remarks. 
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b. Subject: General Manager's Report of Metropolitan activities  
 

Presented by: Assistant General Manager John Bednarski 

Assistant General Manager Bednarski reported that the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Post-2026 Operational Guidelines and Strategies for 
the Colorado River Basin has been released. He provided an update on 
Metropolitan's response to the main water break that occurred in Hollywood 
on July 15, 2026. He reported on the Santa Monica Feeder blowoff structure 
damage. Michael Hurley, Executive Advisor for Strategic Initiatives and Policy, 
was introduced as the newest member of the Office of the General Manager. 
 
The Delta Conveyance Project: A Different Approach to Infrastructure was 
distributed (attached). 
 

c. Subject: General Counsel's report of Metropolitan activities 
 

General Counsel Scully thanked and acknowledged Human Resources for 
their assistance with ongoing recruitment in the Office of the General Counsel.  

e. Subject: Ethics Officer's report of Metropolitan activities 
 

 Ethics Officer Salinas stated he had nothing to add to the report.  

d. Subject: General Auditor's report of Metropolitan activities 
 

General Auditor Suzuki stated he had nothing to add to the report. 
 

 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
3. COMMITTEE ACTION  
 

A. Approve the draft of the Committee and Board meeting agendas and schedule 
for August 2026.  

Chair Ortega requested to change the start time of the Special Joint Meeting of the 
Executive Committee and Board of Directors from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. to allow for a 
longer Subcommittee on Imported Water meeting.  
 
Committee Chair Miller stated that for the Finance, Affordability, Asset Management, 
and Efficiency Committee, the following was revised: 
 

• Adopt CEQA determination that the proposed action was previously addressed in 

the 2024 Mitigated Negative Declaration adopted by the City of Fontana for the 

Fontana Fire Station No. 80 and Training Center Project, and authorize the 
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General Manager to execute a new license agreement with the City of Fontana 

for a base term of 15 years, with three 10-year options and one five-year option 

to extend the license, for a maximum combined term of 50 years to support a 

new Fire Station and Training Facility with supplemental parking on Metropolitan 

fee-owned property in the City of Fontana, identified as San Bernardino County 

Assessor Parcel No. 0228-021-26. 

Director Camacho made a motion, seconded by Director Garza, to approve the consent 
calendar item 3A as presented, listed, and revised. 
 
The vote was:  

Ayes: Directors Bryant, Camacho, Faessel, Fong-Sakai, Garza, Gray, Jung, 
Kassakhian, Kurtz, Lewitt, McCoy, Miller, Ortega, Pressman, Ramos, 
Seckel, and Sutley. 

Abstention: None 

Recusal: None 

Absent: Directors Douglas, Erdman*, Katz*, and Quinn. 

 
The motion for the Consent Calendar passed by a vote of 17 ayes; 0 noes; 0 
abstentions; and 2* absent; *not counted as absent for the purpose of quorum given 
alternate present. 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

4. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 
NONE 

 
5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
NONE 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 a.m. in memory of Gary Arant.  
 
 
Adán Ortega, Jr.  
Chair of the Board 


