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Subject
Update on the Sites Reservoir Project

Purpose
To provide an update on the status of contracts 
awarded by the Sites Project Authority, and the State 
Water Resources Control Board Water Rights permit 
process

Next Steps
Metropolitan staff will continue to provide the Board with regular 
updates on project operations, permitting, water supply reliability, 
project financing, and other related project agreements. These 
updates will support the Board’s evaluation and consideration of 
project funding and authorization actions in the first quarter of 
2027.



TODAY’S DISCUSSION

• Sites Reservoir Overview

• Status of Contracts Awarded by Sites Project Authority

• Update on State Board Water Rights Permit

• Metropolitan Board Updates
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1.5 million acre-feet
Off-stream Sacramento River storage
Largest dedicated environmental storage
Broad statewide involvement

Sites Reservoir
Overview
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Broad Statewide 
Involvement

Bay Area
Santa Clara Valley WD
Zone 7 Water Agency

San Joaquin Valley
Rosedale-Rio Bravo WSD
Wheeler Ridge - Maricopa

Southern California
Antelope Valley - East Kern WA
Coachella Valley WD
Desert Water Agency
Irvine Ranch Water District
Metropolitan Water District
San Bernardino Valley MWD
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency

State/Federal
California Dept. of Water Resources
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Sacramento Valley
Carter Municipal Water Co.
City of American Canyon
Colusa County
Colusa County Water District
Cortina Water District
Davis Water District
Dunnigan Water District
Glenn County
Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District
La Grande Water District
Reclamation District 108
Rosedale-Rio Bravo WSD
City of Roseville
Sacramento County WA
City of Sacramento
Tehama Colusa Canal Authority
Westside Water District
Western Canal Water District
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Deadpool  (non active)  ~ 60,000 AF

North-of-Delta 
Participants
~ 257,000 AF 

(19%)

South-of-Delta 
Participants
~ 766,000 AF 

(54%)

Bureau of 
Reclamation
~ 128,000 AF 

(9%)

State of 
California

~ 244,000 AF 
(17%)

Metropolitan Share
Storage – 311,700 AF (22%)

Sites Reservoir Project 
1.5 million AF Storage



Sites Reservoir
Key Contracts (2024-2026)

Reservoir & Roads Construction Manager at Risk Contract 
• Awarded Construction Manager at Risk contract in Jan 2026 to Barnard Construction
• Performing pre-construction planning and design integration
• Project Labor Agreement has been negotiated
• Preconstruction phase task order authorized for $1 million

Conveyance Construction Manager at Risk Contract 
• Statements of Qualifications submitted in July 2026
• Request for Proposals scheduled for Fall 2026
• Pre-Construction contract award targeted for early 2027

Legal Service Contracts
• Civil Works Legal Services – Best, Best, & Krieger, LLP 
• Environmental Mitigation Legal Services – Cox, Castle & Nicholson, LLP



Draft Permit Released in March 2026
• Metropolitan submitted a comment letter 
• Worked with member agencies, State Water Contractors, and South of Delta 

participants on submitting additional comments

Key Issues 
• Additional operational restrictions
• Water supply benefits impacted
• Prematurely mandates Bay-Delta Plan flow requirements still under discussion
• Incorrectly concludes project negatively impacts south Delta water levels
• Other legal due process issues

Sites Reservoir
State Board Draft Water Rights Permit Process



Schedule1

• Sep 2026 – Revised Draft Water Rights Permit (30-day comment period)

• Sep-Oct 2026 – Dept. Water Resources & Dept. Fish & Wildlife validate benefits; 
 California Water Commission revise Proposition 1 funding award 

• Nov 2026 – State Board considers adoption of final Water Rights Permit

Sites Reservoir
State Board Draft Water Rights Permit Process

1.  Tentative schedule



Update

Aug 2026

Operations & 
Supply Reliability

Fall 2026

Funding & 
Authorization Info

Winter 2027

Funding & 
Authorization Action

Spring 2027

Tentative Timeline for Board Updates 
Sites Reservoir 
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