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Subject
Update on Northern Sierra Nevada Watershed Activities

Purpose
To provide an update on Northern Sierra watershed activities 
including the implementation of Metropolitan’s pilot 
investigations, business case development, and collaborative 
and relationship building efforts

Next Steps
Continue efforts related to business case development, relationship 
building and collaboration, and identification of additional beneficiary 
partners Develop a draft recommendation for Board consideration in 
early 2027



Pilot Investigation Updates



Three Pilot
Investigations

Aquatic species habitat protection

Upper Butte Creek I FRB

Post-fire restoration and landscape 

resilience

North Feather I FRB

Community protection

Plumas Community 

Protection I FRB

Implementation Partners

Plumas National Forest

Sierra Institute

Implementation Partners

Plumas National Forest

National Forest Foundation

Implementation Partners

Lassen National Forest

Butte County RCD

Wildfire Risk Reduction

Watershed Health Restoration



Current Water Year  Updates

• North Feather I FRB
• Site prep & landowner outreach spring & summer
• Work in Genesee Valley to begin soon

• Plumas Community Protection I FRB
• Work is ongoing, contracts for additional work are 

being prepared 

• Upper Butte Creek I FRB
• FRB funds used to conduct CA spotted owl 

surveys & complete site prep work
• Implementation to begin this fall 

Pilot 
Investigation 

Projects



Business Case Development



Business Case Development
Metropolitan’s Climate Adaptation Master Plan for Water Evaluative Criteria

Benefit Areas Reliability Resilience
Financial 

Sustainability
Adaptability & 

Flexibility
Equity 

Environmental 
Co-benefits

Water Supply • • • • •
Wildfire Risk 
Reduction • • • • • •

Carbon • • •

Reduced Sediment 
& Debris Flow • • • • • •



Relationship Building & Collaboration



Relationship Building & Collaboration

• Focusing on Upper Feather River Watershed
• Blue Forest & Project Partners
• Regional Water Management Group 

leadership/Watershed Solutions Network
• September comms focused staff site visit

• Supporting Board SWP Inspection Trips
• Upper watersheds presentation option at

Lake Oroville



Relationship Building & Collaboration
• Exploring Other Potential Partnerships
• Northern California Water Association
• State Water Contractors/Contractor 

Agencies
• Developing Strategic Connections
• ACWA Headwaters Working Group
• CA Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task 

Force
• Salt River Project – Western Forest-Water 

Convening



Next Steps

• Complete business case analyses

• Develop a draft recommendation for Board 
input & consideration

• Support involvement of additional 
beneficiary partners

• Continue relationship building & 
collaboration efforts
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