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Executive Summary

In September 2024, Metropolitan’s Board authorized the General Manager to enter into agreements to provide
funding for three pilot investigations associated with forest restoration programs in the northern Sierra Nevada.
This Committee Item provides an update on the implementation progress of the three projects as well as other
activities related to upper watersheds.

Details and Background

Pilot Investigation Updates

In September 2024, Metropolitan’s Board authorized the General Manager to enter into agreements to provide
funding for three pilot investigations associated with forest restoration programs in the northern Sierra Nevada.
All three have launched, and the implementation progress for each is summarized below.

North Feather I Forest Resilience Bond

The North Feather I Forest Resilience Bon (FRB) project brings together a diverse coalition of organizations to
finance the acceleration of forest restoration in an area of the Feather River Watershed heavily impacted by the
2021 Dixie Fire. This project aims to restore forest health and reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires, protecting
communities and creating a more resilient landscape and water supply.

The North Feather I FRB officially launched in December 2024, and preliminary work began under a federal
emergency authorization. Additional work on the larger project footprint began in July 2025. Sierra Institute
conducted site preparation work and landowner outreach this spring and summer in preparation for
implementation to ramp up again this fall. Wildfire risk reduction treatments on private lands in Genesee Valley
are set to begin in late summer.

Plumas Community Protection I Forest Resilience Bond

The Plumas Community Protection I FRB project aids in the protection of communities, water supply, water
quality, and biodiversity in the Feather River watershed. Forest health projects implemented in watersheds
upstream of the Bay-Delta may help support long-term sustainability, protect key species and habitats, and
contribute to climate change adaptation of the State Water Project (SWP).

The Plumas Community Protection I FRB launched in September 2025, and work began later that fall. Wildfire
risk reduction treatments are ongoing, and the National Forest Foundation is preparing additional contracts for
further implementation work this summer and fall.
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Upper Butte Creek I Forest Resilience Bond

The Upper Butte Creek I FRB project offers a unique opportunity to investigate the benefits of improving the
health of a watershed on vulnerable fish species. Butte Creek supports the largest population of naturally
spawning wild spring-run Chinook salmon in the Central Valley. Central Valley spring-run Chinook are listed as
threatened under both state and federal endangered species acts and impact SWP supplies through the California
Department of Water Resources state and federal operating permits.

The Upper Butte Creek FRB launched in March 2026. Butte County Resource Conservation District utilized FRB
grant funds to conduct California spotted owl surveys and complete prep and layout work in preparation for
implementation to begin this fall.

Next Steps

Metropolitan staff are working with Blue Forest and its partners to evaluate the multiple benefits of the pilot
investigations and to develop a business case to support the Board’s consideration of potential future investments.
In addition, staff continue to pursue relationship-building opportunities in the upper watersheds, foster additional
beneficiary partnerships, and expand Metropolitan’s involvement in statewide efforts. A communications and
outreach-focused staff trip to meet with Upper Feather River Watershed leaders and visit the North Fork Feather
and Plumas Community projects is planned for mid-September 2026.



