
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

MINUTES 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMPORTED WATER 

 

July 28, 2026 

 

Committee Chair Gold called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  
 

Members present: Directors Ackerman (alternative teleconferencing, entered after roll call), Cordero 

(teleconference posted location), Crane, De Jesus (teleconference posted location), Denham 

(teleconference posted location), Garza (entered after roll call), Gold, Kurtz, Lewitt (entered after roll 

call), and Miller. 
 

Members absent: Directors Alvarez and Camacho. 
 

Other Board Members present: Directors Faessel, Fellow, Fong-Sakai, Gray (teleconference posted 

location), Jay, Ortega, Pakala, Paule, Pressman, Ramos, Seckel, Shepherd Romey, and Sutley. 

 

Director Ackerman stated she was participating using alternative teleconferencing due to a contagious 

illness and was alone in the room. 
 

Committee Staff present: Bednarski, Harms, Horton, Hurley, Maravilla, Rubin, and Scully. 
 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION  

 

None 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS -- ACTION 
 

 

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS -- ACTION 

 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Subcommittee on Imported Water of   

May 26, 2026 
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Director Crane made a motion, seconded by Director Miller, to approve the consent calendar 

consisting of item 2A. 

 

The vote was: 
 

Ayes: Directors Crane, De Jesus, Denham, Gold, Kurtz, and Miller 

Noes:  None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Ackerman, Alvarez, Camacho, Cordero, Garza, and Lewitt 
 

The motion for item 2A passed by a vote of 6 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstentions, and 6 absent. 

 

Board Vice Chair Sutley was present for quorum. 

 

**END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS** 

 

3. SUBCOMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

a. Subject: 2025 Scientific Achievements Report 

 Presented by: Brian Mahardja, Senior Resource Specialist, Bay-Delta 

Initiatives  

Mr. Mahardja provided an overview of the Bay-Delta Initiatives’ 2025 scientific work, 

including Delta Smelt hatchery production, contaminant modeling, and outflow analysis 

that resulted in estimated State Water Project savings of approximately 105,000 acre-feet 

in wet and above-normal years. 

He also highlighted progress on Delta island restoration; Northern Sierra forest health 

projects, with future efforts focused on quantifying benefits; expanding hatchery 

opportunities; and improving forecasting to inform State Water Project operations. 

 

Director Garza entered the meeting. 

 

The following Directors provided comments or asked questions: 

1. Miller 

2. Gold 

3. Ortega 

4. Seckel 

5. Pressman 

6. Shepherd Romey 

 

Directors Ackerman and Lewitt entered the meeting. 

 

Staff responded to the Directors questions and comments. 
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b. Subject: Report on the Colorado River Board Meeting 

This item was deferred. 

 

c. Subject: Report on the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction  

Authority Meetings 

 Presented by: Director Garza 

Director Garza provided an update on June 18, 2026, DCA Board meeting. The Board 

adopted CEQA responsible agency findings, approved the FY 2026–27 investment policy 

and $65 million budget, and approved tribal policy updates. Negotiations are underway to 

update the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement with the Department of Water Resources 

and further define roles and responsibilities as the project moves toward potential 

construction. 

Directors Ramos entered the meeting. 
 

d. Subject: Update on Colorado River negotiations and protection of 

Metropolitan's Colorado River water rights [Conference with 

legal counsel – anticipated litigation – deciding whether to 

initiate litigation; unknown number of potential cases; to be 

heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 

54956.9(d)(4)] 

 Presented by: Michael Hughes, Senior Deputy General Counsel  

The committee heard the item in closed session. No action was taken. 

 
 

4. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

 None. 
 

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 None. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting will be held on August 25, 2026. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:29 a.m. 

 

Mark Gold 

Chair  


