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Subject
Review of Adopted Bay-Delta Policies

Purpose

To provide a review of the current Bay-Delta Policies which were
adopted by Metropolitan’s Board in October 2022. Due to current
conditions in the Delta, recent deliberations at the Board, as well
as changes to Board membership, Directors requested staff to
review the Bay-Delta Policies.

Next Steps

Following Board discussion and feedback, staff will assess the need to
make modifications to the existing policies. Should updates be required,
staff will develop additional steps for Board engagement to consider
when implementing updates to the Bay-Delta Policies.



What - Three policy objectives and nine policy areas

Bay-Delta
golicies VVhy — To provide clear board direction to staff related
Overview to Bay-Delta activities

When - A revision and restatement of policies was
adopted by the Board in October 2022

Previous policies were spread out among several board
actions from the mid 1990s and 2000s




Bay-Delta Policies Development Milestones

Board Request Policy Profile District-Wide Board Policy
for Update | Development | Staff Review | Workshop
|
Spring Summer Fall/Winter Spring

2021 2021 2021 2022




Bay-Delta Policies Development Milestones

District-Wide Board Policy Draft Policy Final Policies
Staff Review | Workshop | Framework Adopted by Board

Fall/Winter Spring Summer Fall

2021 2022 2022 2022




Bay-Delta Policy Objectives & Framework
_ RevisedBay-Delta Policy Objectives

® Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water Approach

e Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals Established

in the Delta Reform Act
® Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change

Revised Bay-Delta Policy Framework

Science and Watershed Water Supply Reliability Partnerships and
Management and Resilience Cost-Effective Investments

Protect water supply
reliability and quality while
reducing reliance consistent
with the Delta Reform Act

Maintain and pursue cost-
effective financial
investments

Protect and restore aquatic
species and habitats based on
best available science

Partner in watershed-wide Foster broad and inclusive

Invest in actions that provide _
approaches to develop . . o engagement of Delta interests
seismic and climate resiliency

comprehensive solutions and beneficiaries
Advance responsible Seek flexible operations,

stewardship of Metropolitan’s | water management actions,
Delta islands and infrastructure solutions

Promote innovative and
multi-benefit initiatives




Bag—Delta

A

olicies
lication
xamples

Webb ‘Iract Restoration Project
Upper Watershed Restoration
Delta Conveyance

Sites Reservoir



® Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water Approach

e Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals Established
in the Delta Reform Act
e Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change

Webb Tract Revised Bay-Delta Policy Framework

ReStoratlon Science and Watershed Water Supply Reliability Partnerships and
Proj eCt Management and Resilience Cost-Effective Investments

Protect water supply
reliability and quality while
reducing reliance consistent
with the Delta Reform Act
Partner in watershed-wide Foster broad and inclusive

Invest in actions that provide _
approaches to develop . . . engagement of Delta interests
seismic and climate resiliency

Maintain and pursue cost-
effective financial
investments

Protect and restore aquatic
species and habitats based on
best available science

comprehensive solutions and beneficiaries
Advance responsible Seek flexible operations,

stewardship of Metropolitan’s || water management actions,
Delta islands and infrastructure solutions

Promote innovative and
multi-benefit initiatives




Upper
Watershed
Restoration

‘e Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water Approach

e Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals Established

in the Delta Reform Act

e Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change

Revised Bay-Delta Policy Framework

Partnerships and

Science and Watershed
Management

Protect and restore aquatic
species and habitats based on
best available science

Partner in watershed-wide
approaches to develop
comprehensive solutions

Advance responsible
stewardship of Metropolitan’s | water management actions,

Delta islands

Water Supply Reliability
and Resilience

| Protect water supply

reliability and quality while
reducing reliance consistent
with the Delta Reform Act

Invest in actions that provide
seismic and climate resiliency

Seek flexible operations,

and infrastructure solutions

Cost-Effective Investments

Maintain and pursue cost-
effective financial
investments

Foster broad and inclusive
engagement of Delta interests
and beneficiaries

Promote innovative and
multi-benefit initiatives




Delta
Conveyance

| ® Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water Approach

e Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals Established

in the Delta Reform Act

e Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change

Revised Bay-Delta Policy Framework

Science and Watershed
Management

Protect and restore aquatic
species and habitats based on
best available science

Partner in watershed-wide
approaches to develop
comprehensive solutions
Advance responsible
stewardship of Metropolitan’s
Delta islands

Water Supply Reliability
and Resilience

Protect water supply
reliability and quality while
reducing reliance consistent
with the Delta Reform Act

Invest in actions that provide
seismic and climate resiliency

Seek flexible operations,
water management actions,

and infrastructure solutions

Partnerships and
Cost-Effective Investments

Maintain and pursue cost-
effective financial
investments

Foster broad and inclusive
engagement of Delta interests
and beneficiaries

Promote innovative and
multi-benefit initiatives




Sites
Reservoir

® Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water Approach

e Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals Established

in the Delta Reform Act

e Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change

Revised Bay-Delta Policy Framework

Science and Watershed
Management

Protect and restore aquatic
species and habitats based on
best available science

Partner in watershed-wide
approaches to develop
comprehensive solutions
Advance responsible
stewardship of Metropolitan’s
Delta islands

Water Supply Reliability
and Resilience

Protect water supply
reliability and quality while
reducing reliance consistent
with the Delta Reform Act

Invest in actions that provide
seismic and climate resiliency

Seek flexible operations,
water management actions,
and infrastructure solutions

Partnerships and
Cost-Effective Investments

Maintain and pursue cost-
effective financial
investments

Foster broad and inclusive
engagement of Delta interests
and beneficiaries

Promote innovative and
multi-benefit initiatives




Board L .etter
Attachment

Bay-Delta Policy Objectives and Framework
adopted by
The Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California Board of Directors

October 2022

Overview

Ihe board-adopted Bay-Dettn Pobicy Objectives and Fromework
escnibes cach of the three revised Bay-Delta Polioy Objectives and
Bay-Detn Framewoek with relevant examples listed uoder cach of the
mine polscy principles. The examples found withan this document are
oot exhaustive and do not constitnte a foemal bosed sction oo a given

project. The Bay-Dela Policy Objectives define Metropolitan's
averarching goals to protect reliable, high-quality water supphics in an
enviroamentally sensitive manner, consistent with Metropolitan's
Mission Statement. The Bay-Delta Frnmework includes mine policy
princeples miended to advance the Bay-Della polcy obgectives

The Bay-Delta Policy Objectives and Frumework collectively will
guide Metropolitan staff and will inform future Board actions

Key Narratives and lxamples

Bay-Delta Policy Objectives

Objective 1: Promote a Sustainable Bay-Delta Within Metropolitan’s One Water
Approach
Supplies from the Bay-Delta watershed are integral to implementing Metropolitan’s One Water
Approach, an integrated planning and implementation approach to managing finite water
resources for long-term resilience and reliability, meeting both community and ecosystem
needs. Bay-Delta supplies are foundational to the One Water approach as they meet demands
in Metropolitan’s service area and acts as source water for local supply projects such as water
recycling and groundwater basin replenishment.

Objective 2: Support Statewide and Regional Actions that Further the Coequal Goals
Established in the Delta Reform Act!
Metropolitan supports the coequal goals established in the Delta Reform Act of (1) providing a
more reliable water supply for California and (2) protecting, restoring, and enhancing
the Delta ecosystem. Ongoing statewide and regional investments in ecosystem restoration,
flood control, water supplies. multi-benefit projects in the Bay-Delta, and upstream watersheds
are essential to building and maintaining resilient water supplies from the Bay-Delta. Effective
implementation of state policies related to reduced reliance, water use efficiency, the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, and initiatives such as the governor’'s Water
Resilience Portfolio will be essential. Likewise, additional funding and permitting efficiencies
can help expedite regional and local supply development, and projects that supply ecologically
beneficial flows in the Bay-Deita or Bay-Delta watershed.

Objective 3: Address the Risks Associated with Climate Change

Climate change is impacting California’s water resources: sea levels are rising, snowpack is
decreasing, and water temperatures are increasing. Droughts are expected to become more
frequent and more severe, and storm intensities are expected to increase. These climate
change trends are anticipated to continue, posing a prolonged threat to the Bay-Deita and
Metropolitan’s water supplies. An integrated federal, state, regional, and local approach to
developing and managing water supply programs and projects is critical to managing for the
future with climate change impacts that are occurring. As climate conditions and science
continue to evolve, Metropolitan supports the use and development of additional analyses,
tools, and actions, including actions to reduce emissions consistent with Metropolitan’s Climate
Action Plan.

* As described in Public Resources Code § 29702

Bay-Delta Policy Framework

Policy Area L: Science and Watershed Management

1A Protect and restore aquatic species and habitats based on best available science
Sustainable and resilient water supplies rely, in part, on the heaith of the Delta ecosystem. As
populations of native aguatic wildlife continue to trend downward, rigorous and peer reviewed
sclence protects the environment and Metropoiitan’s water supply by supporting informed
decision-making

Examples include”: Metropolitan stoff authored papers on topics including Defto Smelt
Hobitot, Salmon Growth, ond Delto Stressors, the Lower Yolo Tido! Morsh Restorotion
Project, and participation in the Colinborotive Science and Adaptive Management
Progrom and inter-agency consiltotions on coordinated fong term operations of the
State Water and Central Volley Projects

18 Partner In watershed-wide approaches to develop comprehensive solutions

With much of the state’s water supply originating in the mountains, the health and
management of the upper watersheds are critically important to California’s water quality and
water supply

Examples include’: potential partnerships ond oppartunities in the upper watershed
focused on the long-term potentiol for cimate chonge odoptation (including
odjustments for loss of snowpack), reduction in the impocts of varioble precipitotion
patterns on runoff, ond improvements in woter quality ond water temperoture

1c Advance responsible stewardship of Metropolitan’s Delta islands

The Delta islands provide a unique opportunity for research, innovation, and collaboration with
other stakeholders to develop sustainable strategies for Delta land use and environmental
stewardship. Staff is engaged In specific processes and opportunities for responsible long-term
stewardship of Metropolitan’s Delta islands properties. Further advancements on
Metropolitan’s Delta idands would comport with both the Bay-Delta Policy Framework and the
Board"s adopted Climate Action Plan. Examples related to Metropolitan Bay-Delta Islands do
not imply or authorize a particular use of the Islands and future actlons related to the islands
will be consistent with Board dérection as informed by deliberation of the Real Property and
Asset Management Committee

Exampies include’: levee enhancements that protect the freshwater pothways to the
Stote Water Project south-Delto pumps, pilot projects and scientific investigotions to
evaluate strategies for corbon sequestrotion, floating arganic marshes that can support
sensitive fish species, sustainabie ogriculture that holts or reverses subsidence,
experiments to improve measurement of water diversions and water use, compensatory
mitigation, habitot restoration for native agquotic species, notive fish species
preservation, and reduction in stressovs affecting stote and federol listed fish species

The wnatepion foang wWithin this SOCArmeettl arw S0 an exfussiSivn Bt aned do rest (et nov corwtitune & Sormal bused wtion on & gven prouct




* Receive Board feedback on existing

Bag -Delta policies
olicies ) . y - f
Next Steps Modify policy objectives and framework

according to Board direction
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