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Subject
Report on Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program

Purpose
To provide an update of the existing endangered species program 
developed for the lower Colorado River and highlight its role in 
safeguarding Metropolitan’s water and power operations.

Next Steps
Advance efforts to amend the program to ensure endangered species 
coverage aligns with the Post-2026 operating guidelines



Update Topics

• Overview of LCR MSCP

• Background

• Benefits to Metropolitan

• Achievements to Date

• Ongoing Efforts and Future Direction

• Permit Amendments to Align with Future Operations

• Meet NEPA/CEQA Requirements for Program Changes



Endangered Species Act Compliance
50 Years of ESA and CESA Compliance
• Unique – Section 7 and 10
• Habitat Conservation Plan
• Cost Shared

Covered Actions
• Delivery & Diversions of Contractor Allocations
• Generation of Power
• Maintenance Activities
• Future Flow-Related Activities

Conservation measures
• Stocking 1.2 million native fish
• Creation and maintenance of 8,132 acres of 

native habitat



LCR MSCP Background
• Joint Federal/State Program, with 

57 participating entities

• 50-year program, established in 2005

• $626 million in funding (2003$) 

• Covers water and power activities on or along 
the Lower Colorado River

• Provides coverage for changes in points of 
diversion from Lake Mead to Mexico, 
including California's QSA water transfers.

• Program is critical for implementing changes 
in water operations such as 2007 Guidelines, 
Pilot System Conservation Program, Drought 
Contingency Plan, etc.



20 Years of Implementation

• 18 conservation areas

• 7,520 acres (92%) of 
habitat has been created 
through 2025 

• 573,580 (48%) of native 
fish have been stocked



Conservation Area Development and Management



Some of the Covered Species



The Next 30 Years of Implementation

• Creation of remaining habitat acreage

• Transition into habitat maintenance 
phase for existing conservation areas

• Amend the Program based on Post-
2026 reservoir operations



Ongoing Work & Next Steps
• Amend the Program to cover operations based on the Post-

2026 guidelines

• Flow reductions from ongoing drought actions threatened to 
exceed permit coverage in 2022. Short-term biological 
opinion expanded coverage to 2.083 maf of reduced flows, 
but expires in January 2028

• Ongoing Work: Baseline Revision, Covered Actions
Adjustments, and Evaluation of New Covered Species
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