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2007 
Interim 

Guidelines 
SEIS

Draft SEIS

The Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) is developing a  
Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) 
under the National 
Environmental Protection Act 
(NEPA) 

Progress to Date

November 
2022

• Reclamation initiated the process to amend the 2007 Interim 
Guidelines 

January 2023

• California and the Six-States each submitted an alternative for 
consideration 

April 2023
• Reclamation published the Draft SEIS 

May 2023
• Comments to the Draft SEIS are due May 30, 2023



Draft SEIS 
Alternatives

Draft SEIS

The Draft SEIS notes the 
alternatives submitted by the 
Colorado River Basin States, 
but developed its own 
alternatives for analysis in 
this SEIS process.

Three Alternatives Analyzed 

• Alternative 1: reduces deliveries in the Lower 
Basin according to priority

• Alternative 2: reduces deliveries to all Lower 
Basin water users on a pro-rata basis

• No Action Alternative
• Draft SEIS did not identify a preferred alternative



Proposed Federal Action
• Reclamation proposes revisions of the 2007 Interim 

Guidelines for the near-term operation of Glen Canyon 
and Hoover Dams starting in 2024.

• The Draft SEIS noted that modified operating guidelines 
would also inform potential operations in 2025–2026.



Draft SEIS 
Alternatives

Draft SEIS

Reclamation did not identify a 
preferred alternative in the 
Draft SEIS, and may modify 
the alternatives analyzed in 
the Final SEIS and Record of 
Decision

Impacts on Metropolitan
• Alternative 1: Priority

• Metropolitan takes increasingly large shortages when 
Lower Basin shortages are 2.083 – 4 maf

• All of Metropolitan’s Priority 3a and Priority 4 
entitlements are shorted when Lower Basin shortages 
reach 3.67 maf

• Alternative 2: Pro-rata basis
• Metropolitan takes pro-rata shortages when Lake Mead 

elevation is below 1,090 feet
• The highest percentage of reduction, 15.5%, occurs at 

Lake Mead elevation 1,035 – 1,040 feet



Alternatives 
1 &2

Draft SEIS

No new shortages were 
modeled for Mexico. 

Common Elements 

• Make changes to operations of Lake Powell/Glen 
Canyon Dam:
• Reduce releases when Lake Powell is at or below 

elevation 3,575 feet to protect elevation 3,500 feet
• Increase Lower Basin shortages 
• Model maximum shortages and Drought 

Contingency Plan Contributions
• 2.083 maf in 2024
• 4.0 maf in 2025-26



Changes to 
Coordinated 

Reservoir 
Operations

Draft SEIS

Under both action alternatives, 
releases from Lake Powell decline 
below elevation 3,575 feet.

The initial release would be 6.0 
maf, with April adjustments up to 
8.23 maf. 

Replaces the Lower Elevation 
Balancing Tier with “Protection 
Level”.



Alternative 1: 
Priority

Draft SEIS

California begins to share in 
shortage when no
Arizona fourth priority 
Colorado River water is 
available. The Central Arizona 
Project and other post-1968 
rights are fourth priority.

Lower Basin Shortage Modeling Assumptions

• Stage 1 shortages: 
• Nevada: 4%  
• Arizona: 96%
• California: take no Stage 1 shortages

• Stage 2 shortages: 
• Nevada: 4%
• Arizona: 19.6%
• California: 76.4%







Alternative 2: 
Pro-Rata

Draft SEIS

In Alternative 2, reductions 
would be made on all Lower 
Basin water users on a pro-
rata basis. The percentage of 
reduction is based on Lake 
Mead elevations. 



Changes in 
Conditions

Draft SEIS

The September CRMSS was 
used for modeling the Draft 
SEIS

Unregulated Inflow Forecasts into Lake Powell

• In September 24-Month Study 
• 8.30 maf
• 86% of average 

• In April 24-Month Study
• 14.47 maf 
• 151% of average



Changes in 
Conditions

Draft SEIS

The most probable inflow 
forecast, the April 2023 24-
Month Study projects a 
balancing release of 9.50 maf

from Lake Powell in WY 2023

Forecasts for Reservoir Elevation

• September 24-Month Study Most Probable 
scenario end of 2023 projected elevations: 
• Lake Powell - 3,525 feet 
• Lake Mead - 1,023 feet

• April 24-Month Study Most Probable scenario 
end of 2023 projected elevations:
• Lake Powell - 3,573 feet
• Lake Mead - 1,068 feet



Changes in 
Conditions

5-Year Probabilistic 
Projections that Lake Powell 
and Lake Mead will fall below 
certain critical reservoir 
elevations

Chance of Reaching Critically Low Reservoir 
Elevations
• Lake Powell reaching 3,525 feet

• January 2023 CRMSS 
• WY 2024: 37%
• WY 2025: 30%
• WY 2026: 23%

• April 2023 CRMSS
• WY 2024: 0%
• WY 2025: 0%
• WY 2026: 3% 



SEIS Process and Proposed Schedule

November 2022 – April 2023

SEIS Scoping and Purpose & Need

• Comments submitted including 
Basin States’ Alternatives

• Reclamation developed Draft 
SEIS

April 2023 – late summer 2023

Publish Draft SEIS, receive 
comments, develop Final SEIS

• Reclamation may: (1) modify the alternatives 
including the proposed action, (2) develop and 
evaluate alternatives not previously given 
serious consideration by the agency; 

• (3) Supplement, improve, or modify analyses.

August 2023 

Publish Final SEIS and Record of 
Decision

• Reclamation has indicated that it 
intends to use the modified 
Guidelines in 2024 reservoir 
operations



Recent Developments & Next Steps
• Provide updates and receive Board input and direction

• Continue discussions with Basin States and the Interior 
Department regarding options for agreement about how to 
operate the Colorado River reservoirs through 2026

• Develop comments to Draft SEIS in advance of the 
comment deadline 




