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Spring Ushers in Superbloom, Snowmelt, & Runoff

Credit: N. Razavian

Diamond Valley Lake (April 2023)

Credit: N. Razavian

Diamond Valley Lake (April 2023)



Spring Ushers in Superbloom, Snowmelt, & Runoff
Yosemite National Park – Merced River

(April 29, 2023)

Credit: N. Razavian

Yosemite National Park
(April 29, 2023)

Credit: N. Razavian

Yosemite National Park 
(March 1, 2023)

Credit: Yosemite Fire & Aviation



Sierra Snowpack (March vs. April 2023)

Credit: NASA Earth Observatory Credit: NASA Earth Observatory



State Water Project (SWP) 
Conditions



Near-Record Northern Sierra Snowpack Snowmelt Underway
As of 05/04/2023

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

Normal Current Water Year Last Water Year

59.1
inches

Forecasted 
WY Runoff

Peak Snowpack
(April 9, 2023)

N
o

rt
h

e
rn

 S
ie

rr
a

W
at

e
r 

C
o

n
te

n
t 

(i
n

.)



SWP Table A Allocation Increases to 100%
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* 2023 SWP Table A Allocation increased to 100% on April 20, 2023. 



• SWP Allocation increased from 75% to 100% 

• Near record-breaking snowpack throughout Sierra Nevada

• Spring runoff helping reservoirs reach capacity

• Lake Oroville Reservoir expected to fill by end of May

• SWP share of San Luis Reservoir currently full

• Metropolitan share of Article 21 deliveries: ~134 TAF

SWP 
Conditions

SWP Allocation 
& Article 21

San Luis Reservoir (April 2023)

Credit: California Department of Water ResourcesCredit: California Department of Water Resources

San Luis Reservoir (April 2023)



Water Supply/Demand Balance



2023 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View
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2023 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View
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2023 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View
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SWP Carryover

297 TAF

SWP Flexible Storage

219 TAF

Out-of-Region Banking

465 TAF

Desert Water & 
Coachella Valley

404 TAF

Lake Mead ICS & 
Other Colorado

Management Actions

1,244 TAF

Metropolitan’s Storage Actions

Notes: 
1) Dashed lines indicate 2023 starting storage balances.
2) Ending storage balances are projections (as of April 19, 2023) and will vary based on actual conditions.
3) In-region storage includes emergency storage. 
4) Storage buckets not drawn to scale.

In-Region Storage

1,047 TAF



SWP Carryover

297 TAF

SWP Flexible Storage

219 TAF

Out-of-Region Banking

465 TAF

Desert Water & 
Coachella Valley

404 TAF

Lake Mead ICS & 
Other Colorado

Management Actions

1,244 TAF

Metropolitan’s Storage Actions

Notes: 
1) Dashed lines indicate 2023 starting storage balances.
2) Ending storage balances are projections (as of April 19, 2023) and will vary based on actual conditions.
3) In-region storage includes emergency storage. 
4) Storage buckets not drawn to scale.

In-Region Storage

1,047 TAF

Other TBD 
Storage Actions

375 TAF
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Colorado River Outlook 



Upper Colorado River Basin Snowmelt Underway
As of 05/04/2023
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Improved Outlook in Lake Mead Conditions
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Source: USBR’s April 2023 24-Month study.



Improved Outlook in Lake Mead Conditions
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January 2023 Projection:

End of December 2023
1026.91 feet

Difference: ~41 ft




