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Options for 
Board Members

Attend In Person or by Teleconference 
A.  Attend meetings in person; or

B.  By teleconference: 
1. Pre-pandemic Brown Act Teleconference 

• Provide address (listed on agenda);
• Post at the location; and
• Allow public access

2. New AB 2449 teleconference under “just 
cause” or “emergency circumstances”

• No public access/posting requirements 



Teleconference 
Option 1: 

Pre-pandemic 
Brown Act 

Teleconference

Requirements
• Provide the address of each teleconference 

location on the agenda at least 72 hours before the 
meeting

• Post agenda at each teleconference location
• Make each teleconference location accessible to 

the public 
• Allow the public to observe and provide comment 

at each location
• Need a quorum participating from within the 

jurisdiction
• Roll call voting



Teleconference 
Option 1: 

Pre-pandemic 
Brown Act 

Teleconference

Past Examples - Teleconference



Teleconference 
Option 2:

New AB 2449 
Brown Act 

Teleconference

Requirements 

• Board member must have camera and audio on

• Disclosure of presence of persons 18 years or 
older and nature of the relationship before any 
action is taken

• Quorum of board members participating from a 
single location



Just Cause Defined
• Childcare, caregiving of parent, grandparent, 

grandchild, sibling, spouse or domestic 
partner

• Contagious illness
• Physical or mental disability as defined in 

Gov. Code 12926 or 12926.1
• Official business travel  either of the 

legislative body or another agency 
• Educational or agency category specific 

conferences or travel at district/agency expense 
for lobbying or other activities

Teleconference 
Option 2:

New AB 2449 
Brown Act 

Teleconference



Just Cause Procedures
• Notifies legislative body as early as 

possible, but could be at the start of a 
regular meeting, need for remote 
participation

• Provide general description of the just 
cause circumstance 

• No board approval required
• For each director: 

• Limited to 2 times/calendar year

Teleconference 
Option 2:

New AB 2449 
Brown Act 

Teleconference



Emergency Circumstances Defined
• Physical or family medical 

emergency that prevents a member 
from attending in person

Teleconference 
Option 2:

New AB 2449 
Brown Act 

Teleconference



Emergency Circumstances Procedures
• Request made as soon as possible and at each 

committee/board meeting 
• General description of the emergency circumstances 

• Does not require disclosure of medical diagnosis 
or disability or any personal medical information 
exempt under law

• Requires board action at the beginning of each 
committee/board meeting to approve the request

• For each director: 
• No more than 3 consecutive months OR
• Less than 20% of regular meetings OR
• 2 meetings if less than 10 meetings per year

Teleconference 
Option 2:

New AB 2449 
Brown Act 

Teleconference



Other Requirements for Metropolitan
 Public comments

• directly at the physical location, 
• via internet-based service option and
• via call-in option

 Board cannot take action if there is any 
disruption that prevents broadcasting or 
public comment either by call-in or internet-
based service option 

 Procedures for resolving requests for 
accommodations 

 Roll call voting

Teleconference 
Option 2:

New AB 2449 
Brown Act 

Teleconference



Board Members are 
Responsib le for …

Teleconference Procedures



Pre-pandemic 
Brown Act

Teleconference
Procedures

As a Board Member
• Complete and submit the Teleconference Online 

Form to Board Office at least 5 working days 
before the meeting

• Ensure agenda(s) are posted at my teleconference 
location within the 72-hour rule

• Ensure my teleconference location is accessible to 
the public 

• Allow the public to observe and provide comments 
at my location



AB 2449 
Teleconference

Procedures

As a Board Member

• Coordinate with Board Office, if time allows to 
determine if you are eligible to utilize AB 2449

• I understand that if a quorum of board members 
are not participating from a single location, I can 
not participate in the meetings using AB 2449
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