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California Voluntarily Offered to Reduce Colorado River 
Water by up to 400,000 Acre-Feet



USBR Seeking Conservation Proposals

Program 1a
Proposals Due: November 21, 2022

Process: Application

Price: $330/AF – one-year
$365/AF – two-years
$400/AF – three-years

Program 1b
Proposals Due: November 21, 2022 

Process: Request for Proposals

Price: By Proposer

Lower Basin System Conservation and Efficiency Program

Immediate 

Need

Durable 

Long-term 

Solutions



California 
Agricultural 

Agencies are 
Developing 

Proposals
Proposals to create 
system water are due 
November 21

• Existing Seasonal Fallowing Program
• Metropolitan Administration
• Federal Payments

• Proposal under development

• Proposal under development

• Use Capacity in Existing Fallowing Program
• Supplemental Fallowing with Flexible Start
• Federal Payments

Imperial Irrigation 
District

Coachella Valley 
Water District

Bard Water District

Palo Verde 
Irrigation District



PVID 
Concept 
Proposal

• MWD avoids making additional fallowing calls 
through 2026

• Supplemental fallowing funded under Federal 
program 1a., potentially exceeding existing cap

• Supplemental fallowing subject to same terms 
and conditions as existing fallowing program

• Fallowing does not count against MWD 
maximum fallowing call limitations

• MWD land may be fallowed at same level as 
offered to other landowners

• New water savings stays in Lake Mead 



CA 400 
Proposal

Metropolitan 
Colorado 

River Supply  
Management

Assume:  No additional fallowing calls for 
Metropolitan use

Goal: Avoid/Minimize Delivery of Intentionally 
Created Surplus

Colorado River Aqueduct Supply Range: 
900,000 – 1,000,000 Acre-feet

ICS available for unanticipated changes in 
supply



CA 400 
Proposal 

Increases 
Lake Mead 
Elevations
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CA 400 
Proposal 

Decreases CA’s 
Expected  DCP 

Contributions
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Cumlative CA DCP Contribution - Baseline

Cumulative CA DCP Contribution - CA 400 Plan
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Baseline 0 300,000 300,000 300,000

CA 400 Plan 0 250,000 250,000 0



Next Steps 2.  If approved by USBR, develop implementing 
agreements

1.  Work with our partners to submit proposals 
by November 21 

3. Seek Board authorization in early 2023

4.  Begin conservation activities through 2026




