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Rules for 
Operation of 
Lake Powell 

& Lake 
Mead

2007 Interim Guidelines SEIS

Under the Boulder Canyon 
Project Act, the Secretary of 
the Interior is the River 
Master in the Lower Basin

2007 Interim Guidelines

• Defined coordinated operation of Lake 
Powell and Lake Mead; 

• Determined when Shortages would be 
taken in the Lower Division States; 

• Established Intentionally Created Surplus 
storage in Lake Mead



U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation 

Announcement

2007 Interim Guidelines SEIS

Notice of Intent to prepare a 
Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS) 

2007 Interim Guidelines Revisions

Possible changes to operations of Glen Canyon and 
Hoover Dams in 2023-24 to address impacts of low 
runoff conditions that pose unacceptable risks to 
operations of dams.  
Revisions may include: 
• Reduced annual releases from Glen Canyon Dam; 
• Changes to shortages and decrease in quantity of 

water for Arizona, Nevada, and California.



3,490 4.0

Coordinated Reservoir Operations

Elevation (ft)
Live Storage 
(MAF)

3,700 24.3

3,636-3,666
(2008-2026)

15.5-19.3
(2008-2026)

3,575 9.5

3,525 5.9

3,370 0

Equalization Tier
Equalize, avoid spills, 
or release 8.23 MAF

Upper Elevation Balancing Tier
Release 8.23 MAF;

if Lake Mead < 1,075 ft, 
balance contents with a 

min/max release of
7.0 and 9.0 MAF

Mid-Elevation Balancing Tier
Release 7.48 MAF;

if Lake Mead < 1,025 ft, 
release 8.23 MAF

Lower Elevation Balancing Tier
Balance contents with
a min/max release of

7.0 and 9.5 MAF

Lake Powell
Operation According to the 

Interim Guidelines

1,000 4.3

Elevation (ft)
Live Storage 
(MAF)

1,220 25.9

1,200
(approx.)

22.9
(approx.)

1,075 9.4

1,025 5.8

895 0

Flood Control Surplus or 
Quantified Surplus Condition

Deliver > 7.5 MAF

Shortage Condition
Deliver 7.083 MAF

Shortage Condition
Deliver 7.0 MAF

Further measures may
be undertaken

Lake Mead
Operation According to the 

Interim Guidelines

1,050 7.5

Shortage Condition
Deliver 7.167 MAF

1,145 15.9

Normal or ICS Surplus 
Condition

Deliver ≥ 7.5 MAF

Domestic Surplus or
ICS Surplus Condition

Deliver > 7.5 MAF

(Diagram not to scale)

Potential changes to 
these two tiers in the 

upcoming 
Supplemental EIS



Anticipated 
Alternatives

2007 Interim Guidelines SEIS

Public comments on scoping 
due December 20, 2022

Three Primary Alternatives

• Framework Agreement  – consensus based 
actions that build on states, tribes, and NGO’s 
commitments in 2019 Drought Contingency Plan 

• Reservoir Operations  – Reclamation alternative 
to mitigate risks to Colorado River System 
reservoirs if consensus alternative isn’t reached or 
is insufficient

• No Action Alternative




