
Tuesday, June 9, 2026
Meeting Schedule

Legal and Claims Committee - Hidden

Meeting with Board of Directors *

June 9, 2026

9:30 a.m.

08:30 a.m. FAAME
09:30 a.m. LEGAL
11:30 a.m. ETHICS
01:30 p.m. BREAK
02:00 p.m. BOD

A. Kassakhian, Chair
J. McMillan, Vice Chair
M. Camacho
J. Crawford
D. De Jesus
C. Douglas
M. Katz
C. Kurtz
C. Miller
M. Ramos
G. Shepherd Romey

To livestream the meetings on the internet: click here.

Members of the public may present their comments to the Board 
and Committees on matters within their jurisdiction in real-time 
during the public comment section of the meeting by 
teleconference and in-person. To attend remotely or to provide 
public comment dial 1-877-853-5257 and enter meeting ID: 873 
4767 0235 or to join through the internet click here.

Written public comments sent to 
BoardPublicComment@mwdh2o.com and received by 3:00 p.m. 
the business day before the meeting is scheduled are sent to the 
Board and will be posted under the Submitted Items and 
Responses tab available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx. Written comments 
not received on time will not be included in the record for that 
meeting. Comments within the subject matter jurisdiction will be 
sent after the meeting for the record of the next meeting.

Disclaimer: Written and oral public comments are received in 
compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act. Please note that 
Metropolitan does not endorse or ensure the accuracy or 
reliability of the information provided as public comment or by 
third parties.

L&C Committee

MWD Headquarters Building • 700 N. Alameda Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012
Teleconference Locations:

3008 W. 82nd Place • Inglewood, CA 90305
Allendale Insurance Agency • 337 West Foothill Boulevard • Glendora, CA 91740

26772 Calle Maria • Dana Point, CA 92624
Long Beach Utilities Office • 1800 E Wardlow Road • Long Beach, CA 90807
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* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

* 21-5959Translated Agendas

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

2. MANAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HIGHLIGHTS

a. 21-5623General Counsel's report of monthly activities

** CONSENT CALENDAR **

3. COMMITTEE ACTION (ONLY)

A. 21-5624Approve the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee of May 
12, 2026

06092026 LC 3A (05122026) MinutesAttachments:

4. COMMITTEE ITEMS (FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION)

NONE

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR **

5. COMMITTEE ITEMS (ACTION FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION)

8-2 21-5931Authorize an increase under contract with Van Ness Feldman, LLP 
in the amount of $500,000 for a total amount not to exceed 
$1,000,000 and with Milbank, LLP in the amount of $1,000,000 for 
a total amount not to exceed $1,250,000 for legal advice on 
Colorado River matters; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 
[Conference with legal counsel - anticipated litigation; unknown 
number of potential cases; to be heard in closed session pursuant 
to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(4)]

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL FOR BOARD 
CONSIDERATION)

NONE

US2-456
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7. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL)

a. 21-5893Discuss department head performance and goal setting [Public 
employee performance evaluation—General Counsel; to be heard 
in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957]

b. 21-5947Conference with Labor Negotiator; agency designated 
representative: Chair of Legal and Claims Committee Kassakhian; 
Unrepresented employee: General Counsel; to be heard in closed 
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

NONE

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Committee agendas may be obtained on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.
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THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

LEGAL AND CLAIMS COMMITTEE 

 

May 12, 2026 

 

Vice Chair McMillan called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 

 

Members present:  Directors Camacho (alternative teleconferencing), Crawford, De Jesus 

(teleconference posted location), Kassakhian (entered after roll call), Katz, Kurtz, McMillan, Miller, 

and Shepherd Romey (entered after roll call). 

 

Members absent: Directors Douglas and Ramos. 

 

Other Board Members present:  Directors Ackerman, Bryant, Crane, Dennstedt (alternative 

teleconferencing), Erdman, Faessel, Lewitt, Ortega, Seckel, and Sutley. 

 

Director Camacho stated he was participating using alternative teleconferencing due to a contagious 

illness and was alone in the room. 

 

Director Dennstedt stated she was participating using alternative teleconferencing due to a 

contagious illness and was alone in the room. 

 

Committee Staff present: Beatty, Deshmukh, Gaxiola, Hudson, Rubin, and Scully. 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE 

ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 

 

 None   

 

2. MANAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

  

A. Subject: General Counsel’s report of monthly activities 

 

General Counsel Scully had nothing to add to her written report. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 

3. COMMITTEE ACTION (ONLY) 

 

A. Subject: Approval of the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee for 

March 10, 2026. 

 

4. COMMITTEE ITEMS (FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION) 

 

None 

 

Director Katz made a motion, seconded by Director Miller, to approve item 3A. 

 

The vote was: 

 

Ayes: Directors Camacho, Crawford, De Jesus, Katz, Kurtz, McMillan, Miller.  

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Douglas, Kassakhian, Ramos, and Shepherd Romey 

The motion for Item 3A passed by a vote of 7 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstention, and 4 absent. 

Director Camacho stated he was alone in the room. 

 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 

5. COMMITTEE ITEMS (ACTION FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION) 

 

None 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION) 

 

None 

 

Vice Chair McMillan called the meeting into closed session. 

 

Chair Kassakhian and Director Shepherd Romey entered the meeting. 

7. COMMITTEE ITEMS (INFORMATIONAL) 

 

a. Subject: Discussion of department head performance and goal setting 

[Public employee performance evaluation – General Counsel; to 

be heard in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 

54957] 

 

 Presented by: Marcia Scully, General Counsel 

 

In closed session, the committee discussed the item with the General Counsel.  No action was 

taken in closed session. 
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8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 

 None  

 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 Colorado River Issues 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:46 a.m. 

 

Ardy Kassakhian 

Chair 
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