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Item 6b
Update on 

WSDM

Subject

Purpose

Oral Update on Water Surplus and Drought 
Management

Provide updated supply and hydrologic information



Credit: DWR

Hydrologic 
Conditions Update

Phillips Station in the Sierra Nevada (May 01, 2026)
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• Additional increases to the SWP Allocation may occur

• May allocation update will include favorable Lake Oroville 
levels and improved runoff projections

SWP
Update

Allocation 
Remains at

 30%

• Transfer capacity likely available in July - September

• Metropolitan intends to purchase Yuba Transfer supplies this 
year (~8 TAF)

DWR Media Snow Survey for Water Year 2026 at 
Phillips Station (April 1, 2026)

Credit: DWR

DWR Media Snow Survey for Water Year 2026 at 
Phillips Station (April 1, 2026)

Credit: DWR



Hydrologic Conditions Summary: State Water Project
Northern Sierra 

8-Station Index Precipitation

49.4 in. 101%
Value as of 05/05 % of Average

Northern Sierra 
Snowpack

11.5 in. 43%
Peaked on 02/24 % of Apr 1 Avg.

Oroville
3.34 MAF

98%

Note: Images not drawn to scale. Storage data as of 05/04/2026.

% of Total 
Capacity

89%
% of Total 
SWP Share

SWP San Luis
0.94 MAF

Sacramento River Runoff
50% Exceedance

16.4 MAF 93%
Est. as of 4/28 % of Normal



Note: Images not drawn to scale.

Lake Oroville Storage Continuing to Climb

Current Year: 3.34 MAF
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Max Capacity: 3.42 MAF

Lake Oroville Reservoir Storage (05/04)
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Average Storage



Note: Images not drawn to scale.

Current Year: 942 TAF
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Max Capacity: 1,062 TAF

SWP Share of San Luis Reservoir Storage (05/04)

Calendar Year

Healthy Storage in SWP Share of San Luis



Hydrologic Conditions Summary: Colorado River
Upper Colorado River Basin

Precipitation

16.7 in. 82%
Value as of 05/05 % of Average

Upper Colorado River Basin
Snowpack

8.9 in. 54%
Peaked on 03/08 % of Apr 1 Avg.

Note: Images not drawn to scale. Storage data as of 05/04/2026.

Lake Powell Unregulated 
Inflow

3.4 MAF 35%
Est. as of 4/21 % of Normal

24%
% of Total 
Capacity

Powell
5.62 MAF

31%
% of Total 
Capacity

Mead
8.10 MAF



Declining Elevation Levels at Lake Mead

Note: Images not drawn to scale.
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s 24-Month study.
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Lake Mead Elevation Levels



Credit: DWR

Metropolitan’s CY
2026 Water Surplus & 
Drought Management

San Luis Reservoir (January 09, 2026)
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Colorado 
River Supply

SWP Supply
Includes 30% SWP 

Table A Allocation & 
Yuba Transfer Supply

Note: Data as of May 4, 2026.

CY 2026 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View

Reflects -78 TAF of 
Higher Priority Water 

Use Adjustment

1.47 MAF
Current Supply Estimate
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Note: Data as of May 4, 2026.

1.48 MAF
Current Demand Forecast 
on MWD

~20 TAF
Withdrawals from Storage

Total Imported 
Supply

Demands include:

• Consumptive & 
Replenishment 
Deliveries (~1.32 MAF)

• Conjunctive Use 
Program (33 TAF)

• Coachella Valley 
Exchanges (35 TAF)

• Water Sales to External 
Agencies (20 TAF)

• Additional Obligations 
& Losses (68 TAF)

CY 2026 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View

1.47 MAF
Current Supply Estimate
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