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Message from the 
General Manager
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The Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California is a 
state-established regional 
cooperative of 26 cities and 
public water agencies, which 
collectively serve nearly 
19 million people in six 
counties. Metropolitan 
imports water from the 
Colorado River and Northern 
California to supplement 
local supplies and supports 
its members through the 
development of increased 
conservation, recycling, 
storage and other resource 
management programs.

As our board prepares to make big decisions in the coming months and years 

strides to ensure those decisions are as informed as possible. September was 
packed with informational board discussions intended to build the foundational 
knowledge necessary to make the tough choices ahead.

While some of the decisions on the horizon are about large investments in new 

feel more routine but are just as fundamental to our agency’s future success – 

affect the cost. 

presentations on the program are ahead.

to be better understood and compared. 

We also intend to bring a greater awareness of what Metropolitan needs to 
operate as a successful business committed to public service. We took a deeper 

Decisions about these matters are not upon our board just yet. But they are 

understanding as possible. 

Deven Upadhyay 
General Manager 
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025 GM BUSINESS PLAN GOALS
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Goal: ollo  t ro  o  B e  Mo el e eme t e omme at o

overall resilience to both short-term and long-term outages.

phase of analysis: 

•

various project portfolios.

•

Following are important highlights for this month on four goals of the GM Business Plan

Integrated system 
analyses support 

water resource and 
nancial planning.
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025 GM BUSINESS PLAN GOALS
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Goal: e i e on Sites eser oir an  Prote t our Ba  elta Interests

rallied in strong support for Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
proposal to streamline permitting for the Delta Conveyance 

California’s water supply concerns. We will build on this 

challenges we face together.

Metropolitan maintains a 
strong presence in the state 

legislature to advocate for 
the region’s interests.

Metropolitan will broaden its advocacy with the state 
legislature (and Congress) to include other State Water 

supplies. We will continue to work with the Board and our 
member agencies to proactively and holistically evaluate 

pathways to secure both near- and long-term protections of 
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025 GM BUSINESS PLAN GOALS
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Goal: e elop a Biennial Bu get that Meets Metropolitans Nee s

increase the understanding of our budget development and to encourage board input for 
budget priorities.

continues to age and demands on the organization have grown. This mismatch has led 
to deferred maintenance; staff is spending more time on corrective maintenance at the 

positions targeted for the upcoming budget.

The majority of 
future positions are 
focused in the area 

of O & M.
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025 GM BUSINESS PLAN GOALS
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Goal: Impro e the or pla e an  Promote 
START Values

positions. Filling vacancies is a priority that HR Group 
Manager Mark Brower has been tasked with since he joined 

included in the monthly report in the Operational Data section.

committed to accelerating recruitments and is in the 

A surge team of HR 
specialists will help to 
accelerate recruitment.

Resources Assistants started in September; and seven 

improvements to Metropolitan recruitment strategies.
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A JOB MATTERS
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Protecting Source Water Quality
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

causes hundreds of millions of dollars in damage annually 

that reduce the salt load. Federal appropriations for the U.S. 

Hoover Dam power sales.

IMPORTANCE TO METROPOLITAN

Metropolitan has long supported and helped lead the 

TDS in Metropolitan’s water supplies is detrimental 
to our member agencies’ customers. Sensitive crops 

effect on water infrastructure and makes wastewater 

relies heavily on Colorado River water.

USBR’s Paradox Valley Unit extracts water from the Dolores River—a 
tributary to the Colorado with salinity eight times that of the ocean—and 
injects it miles underground into a deep aquifer with no connection to the 
Colorado River.

Avocados grown in Metropolitan’s service area are sensitive to 
irrigation water with TDS concentrations above 500 mg/L.

MEMORABLE MOMENT

As Chair of the CRB Salinity Control Forum 

at locations around the Basin. His work includes 

and representing Metropolitan interests in salinity 
control. The passage of the Colorado River Salinity 

recent memorable moment in Mead’s work. The 
Work Group had been working toward the passage 
of the law for nearly two years. The Act will stabilize 

by reducing the state cost-share funding percentage 

“The Salinity Control Work Group is just that—a hard-
working group. Serving as Chair is demanding, but 
also rewarding. It’s satisfying to help lead efforts to 
reduce salt in the river. I feel it’s the most important 
contribution I make to Metropolitan’s mission.”

Aaron Mead 
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2025 ATER SUPPL  CONDITIONS
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September 2025 Report
Extended Report: mwdh2o.com/WSCR

78%

Capacity 1.06
M

AF

San Luis Reservoir
SWP share

0.82 MAF
(09/30/2025)

0.65 MAF
(10/01/2024)

0

1.87 MAF
(10/01/2024)

2.06 MAF
(09/30/2025)

60%

Capacity 3.42 M
AF

Lake Oroville

All data are preliminary and may be subjected to change.

O
CT

 
20

24 First detection of golden mussels in
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Initial SWP allocation 5% - did not
include late November storms.
SWP allocation increased to 15%
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Extremely dry month – less than 25% of
normal for most of California
Two major devastating fires in LA region
SWP allocation increased to 20% due to
December precipitation
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Atmospheric rivers brought necessary
precipitation
SWP allocation increases three times
to a final allocation of 50%
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Questions? https://forms.office.com/g/Gj3aReAuCm

(Map) 
Red dots indicate golden mussel detection     
(Oct 24-Aug 25).  Blue lines are SWP conveyance
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Golden mussels
detected in Pyramid
Lake and Silverwood
Lake, both in Southern
California
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Lake Mead started the water 
year 23 feet higher than the 
record low in 2022
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Three days of intense precipitation, 
when usually there is none, brought 
record 1.44 inches of rain to Las 
Vegas
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Lake Mead will continue at Level 1 
Shortage for calendar year 2026, 
with mandatory water reductions to 
Arizona, Nevada, and the Republic 
of Mexico
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(Map) 
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Lake Mead
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Lake Powell

6.8 MAF
(09/30/2025)

87%

Basin-wide snowpack
April 1, 2025

84%

Basin-wide precipitation 
24.9 in

Lake Mead – Operating Condition
(August 2025 CRMSS ESP Projections)

* Years beyond 2026 assume continuation of 2007 Interim Guidelines

All data are preliminary and may be subjected to change.
Questions? https://forms.office.com/g/Gj3aReAuCm
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Change in Deliveries*

Recorded  Deliveries to Member Agencies

Distribution

Water Quality

Weymouth 40% 455 29.0
Diemer 40% 488 27.0
Skinner 40% 468 18.0
Jensen 100% 286 9.9
Mills 100% 168 16.0

Plant

Name

Targeted

Blend 

(% SPW)

Current

TDS

(mg/L)

TTHMs

( g/L)

Monthly Operations At-A-Glance September 2025

TDS RAA

30-Day Total Generation:

11.1 GWh

30-Day Average Power:

15.4 MW

Hydropower

Flow-Weighted RAA TDS (mg/L)

August 2024 - July 2025

Storage

Supply

30-Day Average by Source (AF/Day)

S
o

u
rc

e

Colorado River

SWP East Branch

SWP West Branch

3,170

1,890

1,100

Colorado River Aqueduct

3170 AF/Day

Foothill Feeder (MWD)

1100 AF/Day

Inland Feeder

600 AF/Day
Rialto Pipeline

1090 AF/Day
Santa Ana Valley Pipeline (MWD)

200 AF/Day

166,300 AF 38,600 AF 771,000 AF

Lake Mathews

3,170
TOTAL

3,170 AF/Day

30-Day Member Agency Deliveries Recorded 

Deliveries utilizing

water programs 

(CYC, RCYC, CUP, CCOP)

Lake Skinner

TOTAL

1,890 AF/Day

Diamond Valley

Lake 

1,100
TOTAL

1,100 AF/Day

-470 AF* -940 AF*

7-pump flow

30-Day Total Generation by Plant

 = Total Dissolved Solids

 August 24–September 23

Consumptive and Replenishment

 = Total Trihalomethanes  = Running Annual Average

G
W

h

Forecast  Deliveries to Member Agencies

Consumptive and Replenishment

As of

9/24/2025

As of

9/24/2025

As of

9/2/2025

14,780 AF*
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water to meet present and future needs in an environmentally and economically responsible way.

700 N. Alameda Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012  

General Information (213) 217-6000

www mw h2o om       www bewaterwise om

General Manager: Deven Upadhyay

O e of the GM (213) 217-6139  

O eoftheGeneralManager m dh2o. om

GENERAL MANAGER S MONT L  REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2025


