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Overview of  
Lease 

Am endm ent

• Au th or ize  a  lea se  am en d m en t with  Nish  
Noroian  Fa rm s. 

Subject

Purpose

• Exp an sion  of existin g lea sed  p rem ises 
from  759  acres to  1,76 0  acres.
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Combined 
Prem ises

Leases Gross Acres

Nish Noroian
Farms

759

Quail Mesa 
Ranch

1,001

TOTAL 1,760



Lease 
History 

2019 Sh or t-te rm  lea ses award ed  to  Joey 
D eCon in ck Fa rm s, Noroian  Fa rm s, Red  
River  Fa rm s, an d  Q u a il Mesa  Ran ch  

2022 Sh or t-te rm  lea ses exten d ed  u n til Ju n e  30 , 
20 24

2023 Q u a il Mesa  Ran ch  a ssign ed  an d  tran sfe r red  
its lea se  (1,0 0 1 acres) to  Noroian  Fa rm s

2024 New Noroian  lea se  execu ted   (759  acres)



Existing 
Lease 

Term : 10 -Yea r  Base  Term  
O n e  6 -Yea r  Exten sion  O p tion

Exp ira tion : D ecem b er  31, 20 39

Align m en t: P VID  Fa llowin g P rogram  
exp ires Ju ly 30 , 20 40



Existing
Rent

Rent Structure and Rent Per Acre

• Tiered  ren ts d esign ed  to  in cen tivize  fa rm ers           
to  u se  le ss wa te r  th rou gh  crop  se lection  

• O p tion a l reap p ra isa ls every 5  yea rs 

% High Water-Use Crops Noroian
Irrigable (Farmable) Acres 1,760
Tier 3: 75% - 100% $375
Tier 2: 50% - 74% $239
Tier 1: 35% - 49% $164
Tier 0: 0% - 34% $144



Rent 
Reduction

Soil Carbon Accrual and Healthy Soil Studies

• Ren t red u ction  of u p  to  30 % for  each  acre
• 50 0 -acre  m axim u m  lim it p e r  stu d y
• D u ra tion  n ot to  exceed  5  yea rs 
• Su b ject to  MW D ’s d iscre tion  an d  va lid a tion  b y 

a  th ird -p a r ty 



Board 
Options

Option No. 1
Au th or ize  th e  execu tion  of an  am en d m en t to  an  
existin g lea se  with  Nish  Noroian Fa rm s to  in crea se  th e  
size  of th e  lea sed  p rem ises from  759  acres to  1,76 0  
acres of Metrop olitan ’s fee -own ed  lan d  in  th e  P a lo  
Verd e  Va lley in  Riversid e  Cou n ty, Ca liforn ia , an d  to  
m ake  n ecessa ry a ssocia ted  ch an ges. 



Board 
Options

Option No. 2
D o n ot au th or ize  th e  Gen era l Man ager  to  execu te  
th e  Lease  Am en d m en t. 



Board 
Options

Staff Recom m endation
• O p tion  No. 1
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