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Item 5c
Colorado River 

Update

Subject

Post-2026 Operational Guidelines for Colorado River 
system reservoirs

Purpose
Provide recent updates on development of the Post-2026 
Operational Guidelines Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) and related efforts



Post-2026 
Operational 
Guidelines

• U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) owns and operates 
Glen Canyon Dam and Hoover Dam

• Currently, Reclamation operates these 
dams pursuant to the 2007 Interim 
Guidelines

• Reclamation initiated a process to 
develop new guidelines last year 
because the current guidelines expire 
in 2026

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.travelinusa.us/glen-canyon-dam-lake-powell/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Post-2026 
Operational 
Guidelines

Anticipated to Change Will Not Change

Lake Powell Release 
Regime

Upper Basin Obligations 
in 1922 Colorado River 
Compact 

Lake Mead Release 
Regime

Lower Basin Allocation in 
1929 Boulder Canyon 
Project Act

Lower Basin Water Use 
Reductions/Shortages

Supreme Court decree in 
Arizona v. California

The guidelines determine: 
• Releases from Lake Powell
• Water uses/shortages in the Lower 

Basin
• Storage of conserved water (like 

Intentionally Created Surplus)
The Post-2026 Operational Guidelines 
will not change underlying elements of 
the Law of the River that apportion the 
Basin States’ rights to use Colorado 
River water



Reclamation’s EIS Schedule



Reclamation 
to Analyze 

Alternatives 
Reclamation will analyze 
reasonable alternatives in 
the EIS. The Preferred 
Alternative selected in the 
Final EIS may only include 
provisions in the 
alternatives analyzed.  

Post-2026 Alternatives

• Lower Basin States
• Upper Division States
• Gila River Indian Community
• Cooperative Conservation (NGOs)
• National Park Service – Fish & Wildlife 

Service
• Continued Current Strategies
• No Action 



No Action Alternative 
Assumptions
• Before taking a new action, federal agencies must 

compare the impacts of taking no action against the 
proposed federal action and reasonable alternatives

• The No Action Alternative represents what would 
happen without the agency taking new action, the “base 
case”

• After the 2007 Interim Guidelines expire, the base case 
would be Glen Canyon and Hoover Dams operations 
consistent with the Law of the River, including the 1968 
Colorado River Basin Project Act and 1970 Long Range 
Operating Criteria  

• The Upper and Lower Basins disagree regarding the 
assumptions that Reclamation should make in the No 
Action Alternative



During this Phase of EIS Development
• While Reclamation analyzes the alternatives, work in the 

Basin States continues

Upper Basin and 
Lower Basin work 

to develop 7-States 
consensus for 

Preferred 
Alternative

Lower Basin States 
continue to 

develop details 
regarding 

augmentation and 
storage

Within California –
develop agreement 

regarding 
responsibilities for 

California’s 
reductions
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