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Subject
Inter-state Transfers and Exchanges MOU

Purpose
Provide information regarding process for 
developing framework for inter-state transfers 
and exchanges on the Lower Colorado River
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Off-River Inter-State Storage of Colorado River Water
(Intentionally Created Unused Apportionment)

Temporary Off-River 
Storage Across States 

Ultimate Water Use Does 
Not Change Location



On-River Storage of Colorado River Water 
(Intentionally Created Surplus)

Water Use Does Not 
Change Location

On-River Storage/Return 
with State Specific 

Accounts 



Purpose of 
MOU to 
Explore 
Potential 
Inter-state 
Transfer and 
Exchange 
Frameworks

Metropolitan Supports Interstate Exchanges:
• Provide Critical Operational Flexibility
• Augmentation of Water Supplies
• Encourage Funding Partnerships

Legal and Policy Frameworks Need Development for 
Successful Implementation

Current Parties: Metropolitan, SDCWA
Additional Potential Parties:
• Southern Nevada Water Authority
• ADWR, CAWCD, Salt River Project
• Bureau of Reclamation



MOU Goals

Explore the Legal and Policy Frameworks for 
Lower Basin Inter-state Transfers

Identify Shared Interests and Responsibilities

Explore Potential for Joint Funding of 
Projects, including Federal Funds

Avoid or Mitigate Adverse Impacts Caused 
by Transfers
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