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Item 6c
Update on 

WSDM

Subject

Purpose

Oral Update on Water Surplus and Drought 
Management

Provide updated supply and hydrologic information



Credit: DWR

Hydrologic 
Conditions Update

Lake Oroville (January 08, 2026)

March 09, 2026 One Water and Adaptation Committee Item 6c Slide 3



Storm Activity Returns to the Imported Supply Systems

February 10-11, 2026



Hydrologic Conditions Summary
Northern Sierra 

8-Station Index Precipitation

41.2 in. 113%
Value as of 03/03 % of Average

Northern Sierra 
Snowpack

9.6 in. 40%
Value as of 03/03 % of Average

Upper Colorado River Basin
Precipitation

12.8 in. 90%
Value as of 03/03 % of Median

Upper Colorado River Basin
Snowpack

8.5 in. 67%
Value as of 03/03 % of Median

Oroville
2.96 MAF

86%

Note: Images not drawn to scale. Storage data as of 03/02/2026.

% of Total 
Capacity

99%
% of Total 
SWP Share

SWP San Luis
1.05 MAF

25%
% of Total 
Capacity

Powell
5.88 MAF

34%
% of Total 
Capacity

Mead
8.90 MAF



Note: Images not drawn to scale.

Above-Average Precipitation in Northern Sierra

Current Year: 
41.2 in.
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Northern Sierra Precipitation: 8-Station Index

Water Year

113%
% of Normal 

for 03/03



Note: Images not drawn to scale.
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Below-Average Snowpack Continues in Northern Sierra



Note: Images not drawn to scale.

Gains in Storage at Lake Oroville

Current Year: 
2.96 MAF
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Max Capacity: 3.42 MAF

Lake Oroville Reservoir Storage (03/02)

Calendar Year

Average Storage



Note: Images not drawn to scale.

Current Year: 
1,049 TAF
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Conditions as of 03/02:
SWP Share: 1,049 TAF (99% full)
CVP Share: 691 TAF (72% full)
Total San Luis: 1,740 TAF (86% full)

Max Capacity: 1,062 TAF

SWP Share of San Luis Reservoir Storage (03/02)

Calendar Year

SWP Share of San Luis Nears Capacity



Note: Images not drawn to scale.

40-Year Low in Upper Colorado River Basin Snowpack

8.5 in.
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Upper Colorado River Basin Snowpack

Water Year

67%
% of Median
(as of 03/03)



Minimal Precip. in the Forecast with Warmer Conditions Ahead 
Precipitation Outlook: March 2 –  9 Temperature Outlook: March 9 – 15



Credit: DWR San Luis Reservoir (January 09, 2026)

Metropolitan’s 
2026 Water Surplus & 
Drought Management
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Colorado 
River Supply

SWP SupplyIncludes 30% SWP 
Table A Allocation

Note: Data as of March 02, 2026.

2026 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View

Reflects -72 TAF of 
Higher Priority Water 

Use Adjustment

1.47 MAF
Current Supply Estimate
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Note: Data as of March 02, 2026.

2026 Water Supply/Demand Balance: Regional View

1.45 MAF
Current Demand Forecast 
on MWD

20 TAF
Water to Storage

Total Imported 
Supply

Demands include:

• Consumptive & 
Replenishment 
Deliveries (~1.31 MAF)

• Conjunctive Use 
Program (33 TAF)

• Coachella Valley 
Exchanges (35 TAF)

• Additional Obligations 
& Losses (70 TAF)

1.47 MAF
Current Supply Estimate
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