
10/8/2024 Board Meeting 

8-5
Subject 

Approve the nomination and naming of Metropolitan’s Water Quality Laboratory in honor of former Metropolitan 
Water Quality Manager and Director of Water Quality, Dr. Michael J. McGuire; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

Executive Summary 

Metropolitan’s Facilities Naming Policy Principle establishes approved standard criteria and procedures to submit 
a naming request for consideration by Metropolitan’s Board. The Board has received nominations from Mr. Paul 
Rochelle, current Section Manager of Water Quality at Metropolitan, and from former Metropolitan staff 
members, Dr. Mic Stewart, Dr. Roy Wolfe and Mr. Marshall Davis to recommend naming the Water Quality 
Laboratory in honor of former Metropolitan employee Dr. Michael J. McGuire, who served as Water Quality 
Manager and Director of Water Quality, and later Assistant General Manager, in recognition of his legacy of 
service to Metropolitan, commitment to advancing water quality initiatives, and public service achievements of 
the highest distinction.   

Proposed Action(s)/Recommendation(s) and Options 

Staff Recommendation: Option #1 

Option #1 

Approve the nomination and naming of the Water Quality Laboratory in honor of former Metropolitan Water 
Quality Manager and Director of Water Quality, Dr. Michael J. McGuire 

Fiscal Impact: Minimal costs consisting of the estimated cost to provide signage for the facility. Staff work 
would be required to update the name of the facility on documents and information materials. 
Business Analysis: Approval of nomination and naming of the Water Quality Laboratory in honor of 
Dr. Michael J. McGuire would recognize his substantial importance and positive impact to Metropolitan and 
public service achievements of the highest distinction. 

Option #2 
Take no action. 
Fiscal Impact: None 
Business Analysis: If the nomination and naming are not approved, Metropolitan would forgo the 
opportunity to acknowledge the important and positive impact of Dr. McGuire.  

Alternatives Considered  

Not applicable 

Applicable Policy 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 11104: Delegation of Responsibilities 

 Board of Directors
Ad Hoc Committee on Facilities Naming 
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By Minute Item 51324, dated September 11, 2018, the Board adopted the proposed Metropolitan Facilities 
Naming Policy Principle as a Board-Adopted Policy Principle.  

Related Board Action(s)/Future Action(s) 

Not applicable  

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

CEQA determination for Option #1:  

The proposed action is not defined as a project under CEQA because it involves organizational, maintenance, or 
administrative activities; personnel-related actions; and/or general policy and procedure making that will not 
result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment. (Public Resources Code Section 21065; State 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(2) and (5)). 

CEQA determination for Option #2:  

None required 

Details and Background 

Background 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) is responsible for its facilities, including 
construction of new facilities, and operations and maintenance of existing facilities. A Metropolitan facility may 
be named or renamed after an individual, group of individuals, or an organization. The primary criteria for naming 
or renaming a Metropolitan facility is to honor an individual, group of individuals, or organization that has or 
have had a substantial, important, and positive impact upon Metropolitan as a member of its Board or as an 
employee, and/or demonstrated personal achievements of the highest distinction in a public service role while 
maintaining close ties with and providing significant support to Metropolitan. 

Michael J. McGruire Nomination  

Dr. Michael J. McGuire was a driving force behind the building of the Water Quality Laboratory and in 
establishing Metropolitan as a leader in the field of water quality. 

In 1979, Dr. McGuire began his career as a water quality engineer in Metropolitan’s Water Quality Branch. He 
later became the Director of Water Quality and, in 1990, was appointed Assistant General Manager. During his 
tenure, significant regulatory changes at both state and federal levels prompted him to elevate the importance of 
water quality within the organization, leading to the Water Quality Branch being upgraded to a Division. 
Dr. McGuire believed that addressing complex water quality challenges required a multidisciplinary approach, 
and he recruited top engineers and scientists to collaborate on developing innovative solutions. The rapid increase 
in staff and the growing need for resources led to the expansion of laboratory and research facilities. Dr. McGuire 
was instrumental in the creation of the cutting-edge Water Quality Laboratory and the construction of the 
$20 million Oxidation Demonstration Facility. 

Dr. McGuire recognized the crucial role of research in meeting new regulatory demands and advancing water 
quality science. Under his leadership, the research conducted by Metropolitan’s Water Quality Division 
significantly influenced the development of emerging water quality regulations. This led to Metropolitan gaining 
national and international recognition as a leader in water quality. Dr. McGuire encouraged staff to actively 
participate in scientific forums and serve on professional water industry committees. 

One of his most notable accomplishments was the introduction of ozone disinfection at Metropolitan’s treatment 
plants. Extensive research was conducted to develop the most effective implementation strategy, and under 
Dr. McGuire’s leadership, the Water Quality team presented their findings to Metropolitan’s Board of Directors 
and member agencies, seeking input on various ozone-related issues. The research conducted at Metropolitan has 
since benefited ozone plants both in California and nationwide. Additionally, Dr. McGuire enhanced treatment 
strategies for Metropolitan’s source water reservoirs to address taste and odor issues. He oversaw the 
development of advanced detection methods for taste and odor compounds and introduced Flavor Profile Analysis 
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to ensure that the treated water met consumer standards for acceptability before being delivered to Metropolitan’s 
Member Agencies. 

After leaving Metropolitan, Dr. McGuire continued his work on water quality issues in the private sector. From 
2010 to 2014, he was a lecturer at the University of California, Los Angeles, where he taught a course in water 
treatment plant design. In 2014, he was appointed as adjunct professor at UCLA where he taught courses in the 
Civil and Environmental Engineering Department and the Institute of Environment and Sustainability. He served 
as Vice President of the American Water Works Association from 1994 to 1996, and has been a member of the 
Water Environment Foundation for over 40 years. He is also a member of Sigma Xi, the Scientific Research 
Society, American Academy of Environmental Engineers, American Chemical Society, American Society of 
Civil Engineers and the International Water Association, and has participated in several committees of 
the National Research Council of the National Academies.  

Dr. McGuire has authored and presented over 300 professional articles and co-edited five books. His book, The 
Chlorine Revolution: Water Disinfection and the Fight to Save Lives, has been highly praised within the water 
industry. Throughout his career, Dr. McGuire has received numerous awards and honors, including the esteemed 
Abel Wolman Award, which recognizes individuals in the water industry who demonstrate vision, creativity, and 
excellence. The award also acknowledges recipients whose careers have had a significant effect on the 
professionalism of the water sector. 
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Nominations Received: 

Nominator Nominee Facility 

Paul Rochelle, Section Manager, Water Quality  Dr. Michael J. McGuire Water Quality Lab 

Dr. Mic Stewart 

Dr. Roy Wolfe 

Mr. Marshall Davis 
Dr. Michael J. McGuire Water Quality Lab 

 

 

 

 9/27/2024 
Sue Sims 
Group Manager – External Affairs 

Date 

 

 10/1/2024 
Deven Upadhyay 
Interim General Manager 

Date 

Attachment 1 – Nomination submittal by Mr. Paul Rochelle, Section Manager, Water Quality for 
Dr. Michael McGuire  

Attachment 2 – Nomination submittal by Dr. Mic Stewart, Dr. Roy Wolfe and Mr. Marshall Davis 
for Dr. Michael McGuire 

Attachment 3 – Support letter from Mr. Ed Means for Dr. Michael McGuire 
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Metropolitan Facilities Naming Request Form 

It is the policy of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California ('"Metropolitan") acting through 
its Board of Directors to name and rename facilities. The naming and renaming criteria and procedures 
are available in the Metropolitan Facilities Naming Policy Principle. This form shall be used by an 
individual, groups of individuals or organization proposing names for new Metropolitan facilities or the 
renaming of existing Metropolitan facilities. 

1. Name for consideration: Dr. M ichael J. McGwre 
----------------

n Board to select appropriate Metropolitan facility 

Ii Facility proposed for naming or renaming: Wat er Quality Laboratory

2. The criteria which the proposed name meets or satisfies: ( check all that apply)

i Substantial, important and positive impact upon Metropolitan as a member ofits 
Board or staff 

II Personal achievements of highest distinction in a public service role, while 
maintaining close ties with and providing significant support to Metropolitan 

D Names that have historical or regional significance to the facility or location, 
ordinarily not for living persons 

0 Other: _____ _ 

3. Provide supporting documentation, as available:

a. A memorandum giving the particulars of the naming request that includes the
rationale for the naming, referring to relevant criteria;

b. Background and information about the individual, group of individuals, or
organization for which the facility is to be named or renamed;

c. Letters of support for this request;
d. Other information that may be relevant to the potential implementation of the

request such as historical photographs and articles;
e. A list of other facilities named, or being proposed to be named or renamed

after the same individual, group of individuals or organizations, including location and
date.

You may be contacted by Metropolitan staff for additional information, if needed. 

Name of Requestor: Pau_1 _Ro_c_h_e_11e ___________________ _
Mailing Address: Water Quality laboratory, 700 Moreno Avenue, La Verne, CA 91750 

Telephone: (909)230-1199 Email: prochelle@mwdh2o.com

Signature: Paul A Rochelle ��'"!':":,;�::�t:;':-' Date: 9/9/2024 -------

Please mail this application and supporting documents to: Metropolitan Board of Directors, P.O. 54153, 
Los Angeles, CA 90054-053 or ssims@mwdh2o.com 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Facilities Naming Request Form 
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