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Purpose

The Lower Basin States will be submitting a
proposed alternative to Reclamation for the post-
2026 Draft KIS in March. Metropolitan staff worked
with other agencies in California and the Lower
Basin to craft the alternative. This presentation will
give the board a pre-view of what to expect when the
alternative is made public in March.

Next Steps

Followingrelease of the L.ower Basin Proposal,
Metropolitan staff will provide a more detailed overview of
the proposal at the March One Water and Stewardship
Committee.
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Post-2026 Timeline
2023 | | March 2024 | | ~2025 |

Publication of

. . Alternatives Due to Publication of MWD Board Final EIS and
Notice of Preparation Reclamation & Draft EIS Action Record of
Decision

| |

Development of EIS Reclam[?;c;?tnETSrepares Legislative actions likely needed

Operational Alternatives by
Reclamation, partners, and

stakeholders Develop California Implementation Agreements

* Expected Alternatives: (1) Lower Basin; (2) Upper Basin; (3) Alternatives from NGOs, Tribes



| .ower Basin
Alternative

Tenets of the L.ower Basin Alternative

» Address supply-demand imbalance
» Powell release independent of LB uses
Reductions based on total system contents
 T'wo reduction tiers:

» Address structural deficit

» Impacts from climate change

- kxpands storage in L.ake Mead,;
Incentivizes conservation, augmentation



Addressing the Structural Deficit

REDACTED TO REMOVE CONFIDENTIAL
NEGOTIATION INFORMATION

Arizona

California

Nevada
Mexico

Total




Items of Continuing Discussion

Alternative » Sharing of climate change impacts
Still Under » Contractor level reductions
Development » Rules for Storing and Recovering Water

» Protection of Health and Safety Supply
» Funding Options

#
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Decreases Litigation Risks
California

Benefits from
COHSGHSU§ @ Decreases Risk of Unsupported Legislative Action
Compromise

Provides Needed Flexibility and Tools




Alternative Submitted Next Week

Next Steps ia Continue Refining Alternative
8 Develop Intrastate Agreements
0
. Outreach to Mexico
'

. Keep Door Open for 7-State
8 Consensus Plan
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