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Nnited States Senate

September 2:

The Honorable Pete Hegseth
Secretary of Delense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Detense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Hegseth,

We write to demand answers on the Department of Defense’s (IDOD) decision to delay its
clean-up of per- and polyfluoroalkyl (PFAS) pollution from military bases in Massachusetts and
around the country. Certain PEAS—known as “ft chemicals™ for their ability to per

ironment and in our bodies without breaking down—are linked to cancer, fertility iss

liver and tlwroid diseas developmental delays in children, and other harmful health

e part to the militar
foams and other industrial solvents. We urge the DOD to reverse its decision and lleom thu
original remediation timetable, so our military families and neighbors will not have to worry
about what additional years of exposure to PFAS will mean for their health.

DOD testing has confirmed that 586 military sites are contaminated by PIAS to the point
to which a remediation process must be initiated." This includes sites in Devens, Natick,
ficld. Sudbury, and Mashpee, Massac: Under the Comprehensive Environmental
, Compensation, and Liability J so known as the Superfund law, DOD
estigate and take action when it suspects a PUAS reles In December 2024, the 1DOD
laid out a plan to clean up these sites —but under your leadership, the Department released a new
timetable this year that details its newfound intent to leave communitics exposed to these
chemicals for years to come.® Despite the 1DOI)’s responsibility to remediate and clean up its
toxic pollution, the DOD is delaying its preparatory clea around 140 military s
with known PFAS releases. The average d ive years, but some communities

! Environmental Restoration and Compliance, /
Defen 3(20'-_’5). https://www.acq.osd.mil/eie/ee:
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Dr. Andrea Travnicek Jessica Kramer
Assistant Secretary Assistant Administrator
for Water and Science for Water
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