
 

• Board of Directors 
Ad Hoc Committee on Facilities Naming   

8/15/2023 Board Meeting 

7-6 

Subject 
Approve the nomination and renaming of Metropolitan’s Pure Water Southern California Demonstration Plant as 
the Grace F. Napolitano Pure Water Southern California Innovation Center; the General Manager has determined 
that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

Executive Summary 
Metropolitan’s Facilities Naming Policy Principle establishes approved standard criteria and procedures to submit 
a naming request for consideration by Metropolitan’s Board. The Board has received a nomination to rename the 
Pure Water Southern California Demonstration Plant in honor of Representative Grace F. Napolitano. The facility 
would be renamed the Grace F. Napolitano Pure Water Southern California Innovation Center.  

Timing and Urgency  

As soon as practical. 

Details 
Background 

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) is responsible for its facilities, including 
the construction of new facilities and operations and maintenance of existing facilities. A Metropolitan facility 
may be named or renamed after an individual, group of individuals, or an organization. The criteria shall include 
but are not limited to: (1) Substantial, important, and positive impact upon Metropolitan as a member of its board 
or personnel; (2) Personal achievements of the highest distinction in a public service role, while maintaining close 
ties with and providing significant support to MWD; and (3) Names that have historical or regional significance to 
the facility or location. 

Grace F. Napolitano Nomination  

U.S. House of Representative, Grace F. Napolitano, a staunch advocate for securing clean, reliable, and 
sustainable water supplies in Southern California, has proven to be an invaluable ally to Metropolitan. With 
unwavering dedication, she has championed causes such as increased water recycling, enhanced water 
conservation, innovation, and the safeguarding of our precious sources of drinking water. Her personal and 
professional achievements in a public service role are many, and the nomination is consistent with the established 
criteria for naming or renaming a Metropolitan facility. 

Having been elected to the California Assembly in 1992, Napolitano swiftly established herself as a diligent 
worker and a staunch defender of environmental preservation, economic growth, and social equality. Since 
joining the U.S. House of Representatives in 1999, Napolitano has committed herself to improving the 
communities under her purview, with a particular focus on water-related matters, innovation, environmental 
protection, labor and economic development initiatives, and social equity issues. Notably, she has served as the 
lead Democrat on the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment for the past eight years, overseeing the 
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Water Act programs, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' water 
initiatives, and the development of the biannual Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA). 
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Ms. Napolitano's influence has been instrumental in securing the passage of the bipartisan WRDA bill, which 
empowers local agencies to spearhead U.S. Army Corps of Engineering projects. Moreover, as a member of the 
House Committee on Natural Resources, Representative Napolitano actively advocates for conservation, water 
recycling, desalination, and effective groundwater management as viable solutions to address Southern 
California's water requirements. Her relentless efforts extend to advancing water recycling initiatives and 
consistently advocating for annual funding allocations to support these projects. 

The protection of the Colorado River's water quality has been a focal point of Napolitano's endeavors, and she 
tirelessly ensures that the U.S. Department of Energy receives essential funding to remediate uranium mill tailings 
near the Colorado River. She also played a pivotal role in establishing the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's large-
scale water recycling program, which facilitates the progress of projects like the transformative Pure Water 
Southern California initiative and other statewide endeavors focused on recycled water implementation. 

Ms. Napolitano's contributions to securing hydroelectric power allocations for Metropolitan and other historic 
power contractors, including granting Native American tribes access to new power resources, were pivotal in the 
passage of the Hoover Dam Power Allocation Act (P.L. 112-72). In addition, she co-sponsored key legislation 
aimed at bolstering the reliability of Metropolitan's imported water supply, such as the Water Supply, Reliability, 
and Environmental Improvement Act (P.L. 108-361), which established the CALFED program, and the Colorado 
River Drought Contingency Plan Authorization Act (P.L. 116-14). 

Throughout her career, Representative Napolitano has been honored by many professional organizations and has 
raised public awareness, promoted innovative activities, and brought increased attention to water quality and 
supply issues (Attachment 1.)  Representative Napolitano is a determined advocate who ardently serves her 
constituents, working diligently and transparently to address the pressing challenges faced by Metropolitan and 
other water agencies, both in the present and in preparation for the future.  

Attachment 2 is the nomination submittal for Grace F. Napolitano, submitted by Metropolitan’s Chair of the 
Board of Directors. Attachment 3 is a resolution signed by Metropolitan’s Chair of the Board of Directors, two 
Vice Chairs, and the Secretary of the Board, as well as Metropolitan’s General Manager, in support of this 
nomination. Attachment 4 is a letter of support for this facility’s renaming request in honor of Grace F. 
Napolitano from Central Basin Municipal Water District. 

Policy 
Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 11104: Delegation of Responsibilities 

By Minute Item 51324, dated September 11, 2018, the Board adopted the proposed Metropolitan Facilities 
Naming Policy Principle as a Board-Adopted Policy Principle. 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
CEQA determination for Option #1:  

The proposed action is not defined as a project under CEQA (Public Resources Code Section 21065, State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15378) because it would not cause either a direct physical change in the environment, or a 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and it involves organizational or 
administrative activities of governments that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the 
environment. (Section 15378(b)(5) of the State CEQA Guidelines).  

CEQA determination for Option #2:  

None required 
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Board Options 
Option #1 

Approve the nomination and renaming of Metropolitan’s Pure Water Southern California Demonstration 
Plant as the Grace F. Napolitano Pure Water Southern California Innovation Center. 
Fiscal Impact:  Minimal costs consisting of the estimated cost to provide signage for the facility. 
Staff work would be required to update the name of the project/facility on documents and information 
materials.  
Business Analysis:  Approval of nomination and renaming as the Grace F. Napolitano Pure Water Southern 
California Innovation Center will demonstrate her civic achievements of the highest distinction in a public 
service role, while maintaining close ties with and providing significant support to Metropolitan. 

Option #2 
Do not approve the nomination and renaming of Metropolitan’s Pure Water Southern California 
Demonstration Plant.  
Fiscal Impact: None 
Business Analysis:  If the nomination and renaming are not approved, Metropolitan would forgo the 
opportunity to acknowledge the civic achievements of Grace F. Napolitano and her support to Metropolitan. 

Staff Recommendation 
Option #1 
 
 

 8/10/2023 
Sue Sims 
Group Manager – External Affairs  

Date 

 

 

 8/10/2023 
Adel Hagekhalil 
General Manager 

Date 

 

 

Attachment 1 – Napolitano Awards Hearings 
Attachment 2 – MWD Facilities Naming Nomination 
Attachment 3 – Representative Grace F. Napolitano Resolution 
Attachment 4 – Napolitano CBMWD 
Ref# ea12694540 
 



Facilities Naming Ad Hoc Committee – Grace F. Napolitano 

Background Information on Honors, Congressional Hearings and Public Forums 

Throughout her career, U.S. House Representative Napolitano has been actively involved in efforts to 
fund and secure clean and reliable water supplies for communities within her congressional district and 
throughout California.  A few of the many examples of her leadership are detailed below and include: 

 West Basin MWD Legislator of the Year Award for advancing legislation that addresses water
supply reliability (March 2023)

 Gold de Fluery Medal by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (December 2020)
 Congressional Champion Award from Vinyl Institute in recognition of longstanding support of

investing in the nation’s water infrastructure (July 2020)
 Harriett Wieder Leadership Award by the Southern California Water Committee (November

2011)
 Award of Merit by the American Water Works Association (March 2009)

Ms. Napolitano has also convened several Congressional hearings and public forums in Southern 
California on policy issues and to discuss opportunities to ensure a sustainable water future.  These have 
provided local residents with an opportunity to learn about programs and resources on water supplies, 
conservation and water efficiency, federal funding and water quality. 
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Metropolitan Facilities Naming Request Form 

It is the policy of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (“Metropolitan”) acting through 
its Board of Directors to name and rename facilities.  The naming and renaming criteria and procedures 
are available in the Metropolitan Facilities Naming Policy Principle. This form shall be used by an 
individual, groups of individuals or organization proposing names for new Metropolitan facilities or the 
renaming of existing Metropolitan facilities. 

1. Name for consideration: _______________________________________
� Board to select appropriate Metropolitan facility
�

2. The criteria which the proposed name meets or satisfies: (check all that apply)
� Substantial, important and positive impact upon Metropolitan as a member of its

Board or staff
� Personal achievements of highest distinction in a public service role, while

maintaining close ties with and providing significant support to Metropolitan
� Names that have historical or regional significance to the facility or location,

ordinarily not for living persons
� Other:  _______________________________________________________

3. Provide supporting documentation, as available:
a. A memorandum giving the particulars of the naming request that includes the

rationale for the naming, referring to relevant criteria;
b. Background and information about the individual, group of individuals, or

organization for which the facility is to be named or renamed;
c. Letters of support for this request;
d. Other information that may be relevant to the potential implementation of the

request such as historical photographs and articles;
e. A list of other facilities named, or being proposed to be named or renamed

after the same individual, group of individuals or organizations, including location and
date.

You may be contacted by Metropolitan staff for additional information, if needed.  
Name of Requestor:  _____________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: ______________________________ Email: _________________________ 
Signature: ___________________________________________  Date: ______________ 

Please mail this application and supporting documents to:  Metropolitan Board of Directors, P.O. 54153, 
Los Angeles, CA 90054-053 or ssims@mwdh2o.com 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Facilities Naming Request Form  

Grace F. Napolitano

■ Facility proposed for naming or renaming:  Grace F.  Napol i tano Pure Water Southern Cal i fornia
Innovat ion Center (current ly the PWSC Demonstrat ion Faci l i ty)  ___________________

■

Adan Ortega

1370 N Brea Blvd #235, Fullerton, CA 92835

714-600-4683 AOrtegaJr@mwdh2o.com
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The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

Whereas, Grace Flores Napolitano was first elected to Congress in 1998 and has served in the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 24 years representing San Gabriel Valley and parts of Los 
Angeles County.

Whereas, Representative Napolitano is the highest-ranking California member the U.S. House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. For the last eight years, she has been the lead 
Democrats on the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.

Whereas, in this role Representative Napolitano oversees EPA’s Clean Water Act programs and US 
Army Corps of Engineers water programs and develops the biannual Water Resources and 
Development Act (WRDA).

Whereas, Representative Napolitano plays an instrumental role in passage of the bipartisan 
WRDA bill, authorizing locally driven Army Corps of Engineering projects, every two years
since 2014.

Whereas, Representative Napolitano also serves on the House Committee on Natural Resources 
and is a long-time advocate for conservation, water recycling, desalination, and groundwater 
management as solutions to Southern California’s water needs.

Whereas, she helps advance water recycling projects throughout California and champions yearly 
appropriations for water recycling projects.

Whereas, Representative Napolitano works to protect the quality of Colorado River water and 
ensures the Department of Energy receives critical funding to clean up uranium mill tailings 
near the Colorado River.

Whereas, she helped create the Bureau of Reclamations new large-scale water recycling 
program to help advance our Pure Water Southern California project and other large-scale 
recycled water projects throughout California.

Whereas, Representative Napolitano played a pivotal role in passage of the Hoover Dam Power 
Allocation Act (P.L. 112-72) providing power to Metropolitan and other historical power 
contractors and allowing new access to power for Native American tribes.

Whereas, she also co-sponsored legislation to improve the reliability of Metropolitan’s imported 
water supply including the Water Supply, Reliability, and Environmental Improvement Act (P.L. 
108-361) that created the CALFED program, and the Colorado River Drought Contingency 
Plan Authorization Act (P.L. 116-14).

Whereas, Representative Napolitano works diligently and forthrightly on behalf of her 
constituents and helps water agencies address their current challenges and prepare for the future.

Now, therefore, be it resolved, The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
commends Representative Grace Napolitano for her leadership and guidance on California 
water issues.

REPRESENTATIVE GRACE NAPOLITANO

Adán Ortega
Chairman

Cynthia Kurtz
Vice Chair

Judy Abdo
Secretary

Judy Abdo
Secretary

David DeJesus
Vice Chair

Adel Hagekhalil
General Manager
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Central Basin MWD 
P.O. Box 911579 
Los Angeles, CA 90091 

Office: 323.201.5500 
www.centralbasin.org 

July 24, 2023 

Director Michael Camacho 
Chair, Adhoc on Facilities Naming 
Metropolitan Water District Board of Directors 
700 N. Alameda Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Support for Facilities Naming Request in Honor of Grace Napolitano 

Dear Chairman Camacho: 

On behalf of the Central Basin Municipal Water District, we are pleased to submit a letter to name a 
Metropolitan Water District (Metropolitan) facility in honor of Grace F. Napolitano, a devoted advocate 
for securing clean, reliable, and sustainable water supplies in Southern California.  Congresswoman 
Napolitano's unwavering dedication, contributions, and leadership have championed many causes that 
have impacted our service territory and the entire State of California.     

Congresswoman Napolitano quickly gained a reputation as a dedicated advocate for the environment, 
economic growth, and social equality after being elected to the State Assembly in 1992.  She 
personally worked with local water suppliers to expand the use of recycled water in state and 
commercial facilities.  After joining the U.S. House of Representatives in 1999, she focused on helping 
not only her constituents but the entire Western United States with safe and secure water supplies.  
She was among the first to recognize the need to supplement the aging workforce in the water supply 
arena and to drive funding towards training opportunities aimed at youth, veterans, women, and other 
potential talent pools. 

Congresswoman Napolitano actively advocates for conservation, water recycling, desalination, and 
effective groundwater management as viable solutions to address Southern California's water 
requirements.  Her relentless efforts extend to advancing water recycling initiatives and consistently 
advocating for billions in annual funding allocations to support these projects. 

Our agency and our customers have greatly benefitted from Congresswoman Napolitano's outstanding 
leadership.  For these efforts and many others, we respectfully request your consideration in naming a 
Metropolitan facility in honor of Grace F. Napolitano.  
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