
Monday, July 8, 2024
Meeting Schedule

Legislation and Communications 
Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

July 8, 2024

12:00 p.m.

09:00 a.m. EOT
11:30 a.m. Break
12:00 p.m. LEG
01:30 p.m. Legal
03:30 p.m. OWS

F. Jung, Chair
A. Kassakhian, Vice Chair
J. Abdo
L. Ackerman
B. Dennstedt
A. Fellow
J. Garza
G. Gray
J. Lewitt
M. Luna
J. McMillan
T. Phan
B. Pressman
M. Ramos
T. Smith

Agendas, live streaming, meeting schedules, and other board 
materials are available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. Written public 
comments received by 5:00 p.m. (business days) before the 
meeting is scheduled will be posted under the Submitted Items 
and Responses tab available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx. 

 If you have technical difficulties with the live streaming page, a 
listen-only phone line is available at 1-877-853-5257; enter 
meeting ID: 873 4767 0235. Members of the public may present 
their comments to the Board on matters within their jurisdiction 
as listed on the agenda via in-person or teleconference. 

 To participate via teleconference 1-833-548-0276 and enter 
meeting ID: 876 9484 9772 or click 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87694849772?
pwd=V3dGZGRYUjJ3allqdUxXTlJRM044Zz09

LEG Committee

MWD Headquarters Building • 700 N. Alameda Street • Los Angeles, CA 90012

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

** CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS -- ACTION **

US2-145
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2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-3569Approval of the minutes of the Legislation and Communications 
Committee for June 10, 2024 (copies have been submitted to each 
Director, any additions, corrections, or omissions)

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

NONE

** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

NONE

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

9-3 21-3590Report on SB 1255 (Durazo, D – Los Angeles): Public water 
systems: needs analysis: water rate assistance program (June 3, 
2024)

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. 21-3576Update on Social Media Influencer Projects

b. 21-3570Presentation on CAMP4W Outreach and Engagement

c. 21-3591Quarterly State and Federal Regulatory Matrices

d. 21-3578Report on Activities from Sacramento

07082024 LEG 6d State Legislative MatrixAttachments:

e. 21-3579Report on Activities from Washington, D.C.

07082024 LEG 6e Federal Legislative MatrixAttachments:

7. MANAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HIGHLIGHTS

a. 21-3577External Affairs activities

07082024 LEG 7a External Affairs ReportAttachments:

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

NONE
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9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Committee agendas may be obtained on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

US2-145
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
 

Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 400 
B. Rubio (D – 
Baldwin Park) 
 
Sponsors: 
California State 
Association of 
Counties, 
League of 
California Cities 

Chaptered 
 
 
 
Signed by 
Governor Chapter 
201, Statutes of 
2023 

Local agency design-build projects: 
authorization. 
 
This measure would extend the existing sunset 
date to January 1, 2031, for the use of design-
build as a delivery method for public works 
contracts. 
 

Support 
 
Based on  
October 2021 
Board Action 

Metropolitan’s current authority to use design-build 
under AB 1845 (Calderon, CH. 275, 2022) will sunset 
on January 1, 2028. The provisions of this bill allow 
Metropolitan to use design-build for future projects 
through January 1, 2031. 
 

AB 460 Bauer-
Kahan (D – 
Orinda) 

Amended 
6/12/2024 
 
Two-year bill 
 
Senate Judiciary 
Committee 
 
 

State Water Resources Control Board: water 
rights and usage: civil penalties. 
 
This bill would require the State Water 
Resources Control Board to adjust for inflation, 
by January 1 of each year, beginning in 2025, 
the amounts of civil and administrative liabilities 
or penalties imposed by the board in water right 
actions, as specified. 

Support 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration, 
adopted April 
2023 

The bill now would provide for enhanced civil 
penalties for violations of any State Board regulation 
or curtailment order. 

 

AB 1337 Wicks (D 
– Oakland) 

Amended 5/18/23 
 
Two-year bill 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee 

State Water Resources Control Board: water 
diversion curtailment. 
 
This bill would authorize SWRCB to adopt 
regulations for various water conservation 
purposes and implement these regulations 
through orders curtailing the diversion or use of 
water under any claim of right.  

Oppose 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration, 
adopted April 
2023 

Regardless of whether there is a drought emergency, 
this bill would allow the State Board, by regulation, to 
permanently reduce permit rights (including SWP, 
Colorado River pre-1914 rights, or Delta Island 
license, pre-1914 or riparian right diversions) upon a 
finding that current diversions result in a waste or 
unreasonable use of water or that they harm public 
trust (fish and wildlife) resources. This would be a 
new broad power to the State Board that could 
permanently reallocate any water rights under any 
water year conditions without the protection or 
process of individual adjudications. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 1567 
Garcia (D-
Coachella) 
 
 

Amended 
5/26/2023 
 
Two-year bill 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee 

Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, 
Drought Preparation, Flood Protection, 
Extreme Heat Mitigation, Clean Energy, and 
Workforce Development Bond Act of 2024.  
 
This measure would authorize a $15.995 billion 
general obligation bond for the March 5, 2024, 
ballot to fund a broad range of resource-based 
programs that will assist California to improve 
its climate resiliency.  

Support, if 
Amended 
 
Based on June 
2023 Board 
Action 

This measure is consistent with Metropolitan’s 
current policy priorities and supports the objectives of 
Metropolitan’s Climate Adaptation Master Plan.  
 
Metropolitan is seeking amendments to increase 
funding for recycled water, dam safety, regional 
conveyance, drought and conservation projects. 

AB 1572 
Friedman (D - 
Glendale) 
 
Co-sponsors: 
Metropolitan, 
Heal the Bay, 
National Resources 
Defense Council 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by 
Governor Chapter 
849, Statutes of 
2023 
 

Potable water: nonfunctional turf. 
 
This measure prohibits the use of potable water 
for the irrigation of non-functional turf located 
on commercial, industrial, institutional. This 
measure provides the State Water Resources 
Control Board with the authority to postpone 
compliance dates as prescribed. 

Co-sponsor 
 
Based on 
April 2023 
Board action  

Based on input from the Board and member agencies, 
Metropolitan secured amendments to exclude multi-
family residential buildings and protect the authority 
and local control of public water systems. 
Metropolitan is a co-sponsor of this measure.  

AB 1573 Friedman 
(D - Glendale) 
 
Sponsor: 
Earth Advocacy 
and California 
Native Plant 
Society 
 
 

Amended on  
9/1/2023 
 
Two Year Bill 
 
Senate Floor – 
Inactive File 

Water conservation: landscape design: model 
ordinance. 
 
This measure would update the model water 
efficient landscape ordinance for new or 
renovated nonresidential areas to require at least 
25% local native plants beginning January 1, 
2026. This measure would also prohibit the use 
of nonfunctional turf in nonresidential landscape 
projects after January 1, 2026. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

This measure is consistent with Metropolitan’s effort 
to reduce nonfunctional turf within its service area.   
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 1648 
Bains (D - 
Bakersfield) 

Amended 
3/16/2023 
 
 
Dead 
 

Water: Colorado River Conservation 
 
This measure would specifically prohibit 
Metropolitan and LADWP to offset federally 
required reductions on Colorado River resources 
with increased water deliveries from other 
regions of California, including the Delta, 
retroactively as of January 1, 2023. 

Oppose 
 
Based on 2023 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

This measure would impair Metropolitan’s flexibility 
with its entire water portfolio, including the Integrated 
Water Resources Plan and the Annual Operating Plan. 
Metropolitan’s reliability and its ability to meet 
demands would also be impaired by restrictions on 
partnerships with its State Water Project and 
Colorado River Basin stakeholders.  

SB 122 
Senate Committee 
on Budget and 
Fiscal Review 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 51, 
Statutes of 2023 

Flood Flow Streamlining 
 
Provisions in this trailer bill provide that 
diversion of flood flows for groundwater 
recharge do not require an appropriative water 
right if specified conditions regarding the 
diversion are met. These provisions exempt from 
the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) specified actions related to the 
implementation of Colorado River water 
conservation agreements with the US Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

Seek 
Amendments 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration 
2023 Water 
Rights 
Principles, 
adopted April 
2023  

The no-permit authorization poses a significant 
concern to Metropolitan’s State Water Project 
supplies.  There is no protest process, no requirement 
that diverters avoid harm to other legal water users 
with water rights senior to the flood flow diverter, and 
no protection of SWP and CVP rights to divert 
“excess flows” when they exist in the system up to the 
full capacity of the projects.  

 

Metropolitan will work with the Administration to 
address these issues as the program is implemented.   

 

SB 124 
Senate Committee 
on Budget and 
Fiscal Review 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 53, 
Statutes of 2023 

Green Financing Programs for Federal IRA 
Funding 
 
This measure contains various provisions to 
implement the 2023 State Budget Act, which 
includes authorizing the State Infrastructure and 
Economic Development Bank and the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) to 
access and utilize federal funding in the Inflation 
Reduction Act to finance projects that reduce 
greenhouse emissions.  

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

For the State Water Project, DWR’s direct investment 
in qualifying projects could lower its capital costs, 
which would ultimately be passed on to Metropolitan 
and other SWP contractors. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

SB 146 
Gonzalez (D-Long 
Beach) 
 

Chaptered 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 58, 
Statutes of 2023 

Public resources: infrastructure: contracting. 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and authorizes 
DWR to use the progressive design-build (PDB) 
project delivery method for up to eight public 
works projects that exceed $25 million. The 
Delta conveyance facilities and seawater 
desalination are expressly prohibited under this 
measure.  

Support 
 
Based on  
October 2021 
Board Action 
 
 

By utilizing PDB and awarding a project contract 
prior to the completion of all design work, DWR can 
potentially reduce overall costs and execute shorter 
project delivery schedules. This could lead to reduced 
costs for SWP-related projects resulting in cost 
savings being passed on to Metropolitan. 
 

SB 147 
Ashby (D-
Sacramento) 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 59, 
Statutes of 2023 

Fully protected species: California 
Endangered Species Act: authorized take 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and authorizes 
the take of fully protected species for certain 
infrastructure projects if specified conditions are 
met.  Eligible projects include the maintenance, 
repair and improvement of the State Water 
Project, as well as critical regional and local 
water infrastructure.  

Support and 
Amend 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

While this alternative may have benefits over current 
FPS regulations, the requirements are extensive and 
may make permit terms infeasible or cost prohibitive 
and could create other litigation risks for permittees.   
 

SB 149 
Caballero (D-
Merced) 
 
 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 60, 
Statutes of 2023 

California Environmental Quality Act: 
administrative and judicial procedures: 
record of proceedings: judicial streamlining. 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and makes 
various changes to CEQA. This bill provides 
clarification for what is considered as part of the 
administrative record, as well as allowing a 
public agency to deny a request to prepare the 
record of proceedings. This bill also provides for 
expedited judicial review for specified energy 
and transportation projects.  

Support and 
Amend 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

Administrative Records Streamlining: Overall, the 
provisions would be beneficial to Metropolitan as 
they could lower CEQA litigation costs and shorten 
litigation timelines.  
 
Expedited Judicial Review: The process for preparing 
the administrative record for any governor-certified 
infrastructure project must follow certain extensive 
and potentially costly specifications. While expedited 
judicial review is beneficial in concept, unless 
amended, the prerequisites may be infeasible or costly 
to implement.  
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

SB 150 
Durazo (D-Los 
Angeles) 
 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 61, 
Statutes of 2023 
 

Construction: workforce development: public 
contracts. 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and focuses on 
strengthening the state’s workforce and 
community benefits with infrastructure 
investments through California’s share of federal 
funds. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

This bill is intended to help develop procurement 
models to enhance the state’s training and access 
pipeline for jobs while ensuring community benefits 
on infrastructure and manufacturing investments. 
 
This bill is consistent with Metropolitan’s policy 
and practice and could benefit the district by helping 
build the next generation of the state’s construction 
workforce. 
 

SB 366 
Caballero (D - 
Merced) 
 
Sponsors: 
California 
Municipal Utilities 
Association, 
California Council 
for Environmental 
and Economic 
Balance, California 
State Association of 
Counties 

Amended  
6/13/2024 
 
 
 
 
Assembly Water, 
Parks, and 
Wildlife 
Committee 

The California Water Plan: long-term supply 
targets. 
 
This measure would revise the California Water 
Plan to require the DWR to update the California 
Water Plan by December 31, 2028, and every 
five years after, to include a long-term water 
supply target for 2050 and discussion on the 
development of specified water supply sources 
to meet demand.  

Support, if 
Amended 
 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

The intent of this bill is to help modernize 
California’s water management practices and provide 
long-term reliable supplies in response to the current 
climate challenges.   
 
Metropolitan is seeking amendments that include, but 
are not limited to, ensuring the 2050 target reflects 
statewide, regional, and local planning efforts and 
clarifying that the CA Water Plan should not establish 
a separate plan for complying with the Delta Plan, but 
should be complimentary and focus on supporting the 
co-equal goals of the Delta.  
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

SB 659 
Ashby (D – 
Sacramento) 
 
Sponsors: 
Sacramento 
Regional Water 
Authority  
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 624, 
Statutes of 2023 
 

California Water Supply Solutions Act of 
2023.  
 
This bill would require DWR to develop a 
groundwater recharge plan by January 1, 2026, 
to create additional groundwater recharge 
capacity and include the plan as part of the 2028 
update to the California Water Plan. 

Support, if 
Amended 
 
Based on 2023 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles 
adopted 
December 2022. 
 

This bill intends to elevate the importance of 
groundwater in the state’s planning efforts. Additional 
recharge capacities developed through 
implementation of this bill could potentially help in 
the successful implementation of projects such as 
Metropolitan’s Pure Water project, LADWP’s 
Operation Next project, and the Pure Water San 
Diego, potentially helping to maximize stormwater 
capture and increase sustainability of groundwater 
basins within Metropolitan’s service area. 

 

SB 687  
Eggman (D - 
Stockton) 
 
 
 

Amended 
5/2/2023 
 
 
Dead 
 
 
 

Water Quality Control Plan: Delta 
Conveyance Project. 
 
This measure will require the State Water 
Resources Control Board to adopt a final update 
of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan 
before the Board considers a change in the point 
of diversion or any other water rights permit or 
order for the Delta Conveyance Project.  

Oppose 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

Metropolitan supports updating the Water Quality 
Control Plan to protect beneficial uses in the Delta. 
This bill would result in halting or delaying planning 
efforts on the Delta Conveyance Project and 
potentially prevent the project from operating if 
approved.  

SB 706 
Caballero (D-
Merced) 
 
Sponsors: 
CA State 
Association of 
Counties; County of 
San Diego; Design 
Build Institute of 
America Western 
Pacific Chapter; 
League of 
California Cities 

Chaptered 
 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 500, 
Statutes of 2023 
 

Public contracts: progressive design-build: 
local agencies.   
 
This bill would provide additional authority, 
until January 1, 2023, for cities, counties, and 
special districts to use progressive design-build 
(PDB) authority for up to 10 public works 
projects that are in excess of $5 million.  In 
addition, any local agency that uses this 
authorized progressive-design build process 
must submit a report to the Legislature. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

Currently, PDB-eligible projects are limited to 
wastewater treatment facilities, park and recreational 
facilities, solid waste management facilities and water 
recycling facilities.  This bill now authorizes cities, 
counties and special districts, including Metropolitan, 
to use PDB for public works projects. This supports 
Metropolitan’s priority of ensuring reliable water 
supply deliveries throughout its service area. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

SB 867 
Allen (D-Santa 
Monica) 
 
 
 

Amended 
6/22/2023 
 
 
Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee 
 
 

Drought, Flood and Water Resilience, 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience, Coastal 
Resilience, Extreme Heat Mitigation, 
Biodiversity and Nature-Based Climate 
Solutions, Climate Smart Agriculture, Park 
Creation and Outdoor Access, and Clean 
Energy Bond Act of 2024. 
 
This measure would authorize a $15.5 billion 
general obligation bond for a range of resource-
based programs that will improve California’s 
climate resiliency. If approved, this measure 
would be on the March 5, 2024 statewide ballot. 

Support, if 
Amended 
 
 
Based on June 
2023 Board 
Action 

This measure is consistent with Metropolitan’s 
current policy priorities and supports the objectives of 
Metropolitan’s Climate Adaptation Master Plan.  
 
Metropolitan is seeking amendments to increase 
funding for recycled water, dam safety, regional 
conveyance, drought, and conservation projects. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 2610 
E. Garcia (D – 
Coachella) 
 
 

Amended 
4/10/2024 
 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee  

Protected species: authorized take: Salton Sea 
Management Program: System Conservation 
Implementation Agreement. 
 
Current law authorizes the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, if certain conditions are fulfilled, 
to authorize the take of species, including fully 
protected species, resulting from impacts 
attributable to implementation of the 
Quantification Settlement Agreement on 
specified lands and bodies of water, including 
the Salton Sea. This bill would additionally 
authorize the department, if certain conditions 
are fulfilled, to authorize the take of species 
resulting from impacts attributable to the 
implementation of the Salton Sea Management 
Program or implementation of any System 
Conservation Implementation Agreement 
between the United States Bureau of 
Reclamation and the Imperial Irrigation District 
to implement the Lower Colorado River Basin 
System Conservation and Efficiency Program, as 
provided, on the specified lands and bodies of 
water. 

Support 
 
 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

This bill will help to advance conservation 
agreements and collective conservation goals related 
to reducing reliance of the Colorado River in order to 
account for changes in climate and low water supplies 
by allowing IID to advance their short-term 
conservation goals between 2024 – 2026.  
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 1827 D. Papan 
(D – San Mateo) 

Amended 
4/4/2024 
 
 
Senate Local 
Government 
Committee 
 

Local government: fees and charges: water: 
higher-consumptive water parcels. 
 
The Legislature passed the Proposition 218 
Omnibus Implementation Act in 1997 to provide 
guidance for implementation of the new 
constitutional provisions. AB 1827 (Papan) 
proposes to add Government Code section 
53750.6 to the Act to clarify that the costs that 
may be recovered through retail water service 
fees may include the incrementally higher costs 
of water service due to (1) the higher water 
usage demand of parcels, (2) the maximum 
potential water use of parcels, or (3) projected 
peak water usage. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024. 

Metropolitan’s wholesale water service rates to its co-
op members are not subject to Proposition 218 and 
therefore, the bill does not have an effect on 
Metropolitan. It will, however, provide clearer 
guidance for its member agencies that provide retail 
water service and any retail water service provider 
within Metropolitan service area.  

AB 2257 L. Wilson 
(D – Suisun City) 

Amended 
4/23/2024 
 
 
Senate Judiciary 
Committee 

Local government: property-related water 
and sewer fees and assessments: remedies. 
 
AB 2257 establishes a process for objections to 
be submitted by any party objecting to the 
proposed fee or assessment, notice to the public 
of the requirements, and prerequisites for suing 
an agency on the basis of the validity of the fee 
or assessment. The bill requires exhaustion of 
the administrative procedures provided therein 
before a plaintiff may file suit and it limits the 
administrative record that may be reviewed in 
that litigation to evidence presented to or 
available to the agency prior to the adoption of 
the fee or assessment.  

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

Metropolitan does not currently collect any fee or 
assessment on properties within its service area that is 
subject to Article XIII D. It does, however, have the 
authority to do so. Should it decide to adopt such a fee 
or assessment, it would be required to follow these 
proposed additional procedural requirements. Any 
litigation challenging such a fee or assessment would 
also be subject to the administrative remedy 
exhaustion and evidence limitation provided for by 
AB2257. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
State Legislative Matrix 

July 8, 2024 – Second Year of Legislative Session 
Bill Number 
Author 

Amended Date 
Location 

Title-Summary MWD Position Effects on Metropolitan 

AB 2409 
D. Papan (D – San 
Mateo) 
 
 

Amended 
4/11/2024 
 
 
Dead  

Office of Planning and Research: permitting 
accountability transparency dashboard.  
 
Would require the Office of Planning and 
Research, on or before January 1, 2026, to create 
and maintain, as specified, a permitting 
accountability transparency internet website 
(dashboard). The bill would require the 
dashboard to include a display for each permit to 
be issued by specified state agencies for all 
covered projects. The bill would define various 
terms for these purposes. The bill would also 
require the dashboard to include, but not be 
limited to, information for each permit to be 
issued by a state agency that is required for the 
completion of the project, including, among 
other requirements, the permit application 
submission date. The bill would require each 
state agency with a responsibility for issuing a 
permit for a covered project to provide 
information in the appropriate time and manner 
as determined by the office. The bill would also 
make related findings and declarations. 

Support 
 
 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

AB 2409 requires the Governor’s Office of Planning 
and Research (OPR) to create and maintain a 
permitting transparency website with a project 
dashboard showing the status of each state permit for 
specific projects with an estimated cost of $100 
million or more. AB 2409 would be beneficial to 
Metropolitan by making environmental permitting 
more transparent and would help the public 
understand why large projects take years to permit 
(e.g., Pure Water Southern California or Delta 
Conveyance).   
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AB 2060 
E. Soria (D – 
Fresno) 
 
 

Amended 
5/16/2024 
 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee  

Lake and streambed alteration agreements: 
exemptions. 
 
This bill would exempt qualifying temporary 
permit diversions of water from streams at or 
near flood stage to groundwater storage from the 
requirements of Fish & Game Code section 
1602.  Section 1602 requires anyone proposing 
to substantially alter the bed, banks or natural 
flows of a stream, river or lake to notify the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW).  If CDFW determines the proposed 
activity may have a significant adverse impact 
on fish or wildlife, it will require a Lake or 
Stream Alteration Agreement (LSAA) that 
functions as a permit for the activity, and which 
always requires mitigation, monitoring and 
reporting to CDFW.  It is designed to prevent 
harm to fish and wildlife from covered activities.  
AB 2060 would exempt qualifying diversions 
from this requirement.  The only “mitigation” 
required to qualify is installation of basic fish 
screens, with no requirement that they meet any 
standards, including those adopted by CDFW 
and the federal fish services. 

Support if 
Amended 
 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration 
2023 Water 
Rights 
Principles, 
adopted April 
2023 and 2024 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

This bill was amended to ensure the temporary permit 
authorization is consistent with existing law on 
diversion authorizations for current water rights 
holders. Metropolitan is seeking additional 
amendments to ensure the inclusion of fish screens on 
all intakes, not just “temporary pump” intakes, and 
that the screens minimize both entrainment and 
impingement.  
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SB 903 N. Skinner 
(D – Berkeley) 

Amended 
4/11/2024 
 
 
Dead 
 

Environmental health: product safety: 
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances. 
 
Starting January 1, 2025, certain substances 
called perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) will be prohibited in new 
textiles, cosmetics, food packaging, and juvenile 
products in the state. This means that 
manufacturers and sellers cannot add PFAS to 
these products. A new bill, starting January 1, 
2032, will also require the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control to determine if using PFAS 
in a product is necessary and unavoidable before 
it can be offered for sale. The department will 
keep a list of these determinations on its website 
and use any penalties collected for administering 
and enforcing these laws. By January 1, 2027, 
the department will adopt regulations to carry 
out this bill, including setting an application fee 
and creating an appeal process for penalties and 
decisions made under this law. A PFAS 
Oversight Fund will be created from the 
application fees to cover the department's 
expenses for administering this act, with funds 
allocated by the legislature. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

From a source water protection standpoint, the bill 
creates provisions to reduce PFAS contamination and 
enhance protection of water quality and public health. 
By limiting PFAS in consumer products, the bill 
indirectly aims to reduce PFAS contamination in 
water sources, potentially decreasing treatment costs 
and complexity for water providers. The bill 
encourages the development and adoption of PFAS 
alternatives, potentially impacting the types of 
materials and products used within the water industry 
and by consumers, promoting safer water handling 
and packaging materials.   
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SB 1072 S. Padilla 
(D – San Diego) 

Amended 
4/24/2024 
 
 
Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 

Local government: Proposition 218: remedies.  
 
The California Constitution has rules for 
imposing taxes at a local level. It excludes 
certain fees and assessments if they meet certain 
criteria, such as not exceeding the benefit given 
to a property or the cost of the service provided. 
There is also a law known as the Proposition 218 
Omnibus Implementation Act that outlines how 
local agencies must comply with these 
requirements. This bill, if passed, would require 
local agencies to correct any fees or charges for 
property-related services that violate these 
constitutional provisions and credit the amount 
of the violation against the revenues needed for 
the service. This bill supports the purposes and 
intent of Proposition 218 and the Omnibus 
Implementation Act. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024  

Metropolitan does not currently collect any revenue 
from any property related fees or assessments subject 
to Articles XIII C or D. However, Metropolitan does 
have statutory authority to collect such fees. If 
Metropolitan were to adopt such a fee or assessment 
in the future, the revenues from those fees or 
assessment would be subject to the limitation added 
by SB 1072. 
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SB 1169 
H. Stern (D – Los 
Angeles) 
 
 

Amended 
3/18/2024 
 
 
Assembly Desk  

Los Angeles County Flood Control District: 
finances.  
 
This law, known as the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control Act, sets up a district responsible 
for managing and preserving flood and 
wastewaters in the county. It permits the district 
to borrow money from certain sources to fund 
flood control work and repay the loan within 20 
years with a maximum interest rate of 4.25% 
annually. The district must also collect enough 
taxes from property owners each year to cover 
the loan payments. Currently, the district is 
limited to borrowing a maximum of $4.5 million 
and issuing bonds up to the same amount. This 
proposed bill would extend the loan repayment 
period to 35 years with a maximum interest rate 
of 5.5% annually. It would also remove the 
borrowing and bond limits for the district. The 
bill justifies these changes by stating the need for 
a special law for the Los Angeles County Flood 
Control District. 

Support 
 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

Support for this bill will help with Los Angeles 
County’s flood control program and is consistent with 
the Board’s policy to support development of local 
resources and conservation efforts.  
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SB 1390 A. 
Caballero (D – 
Merced) 

Amended 
4/24/2024 
 
 
Assembly Water, 
Parks, and 
Wildlife 
Committee 
 

Groundwater recharge: floodflows: diversion. 
 
Under current law, all water in the state belongs 
to the people, but individuals can gain the right 
to use it through a legal process. This process 
requires the water to be used for a purpose that is 
helpful or beneficial. However, if certain 
conditions are met, using floodwater for 
groundwater recharge does not require a specific 
legal right. These conditions include receiving 
notice from a local or regional agency that there 
is a risk of flooding, and filing a report with the 
State Water Resources Control Board once the 
diversion is finished. This applies to diversions 
that began before January 1, 2029. This bill 
would extend these requirements to diversions 
that began before June 1, 2032. It would also add 
additional conditions that must be met for the 
diversion to be allowed, such as the local agency 
declaring that the diversion is in line with 
specific plans or emergency operations plans. 
The diversion must also stop within 90 days 
unless it is renewed, and the final report must 
include information about the methods used to 
predict and prevent flooding. Finally, the 
diversion must not harm any prior water rights 
holders in the area. 

Support 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration 
2023 Water 
Rights 
Principles, 
adopted April 
2023 and 2024 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

SB 1390 has been amended to clarify which agencies 
may make the declaration that flood flow conditions 
exist and when they are required to declare they no 
longer exist. The amendments include language to 
protect Metropolitan’s SWP supplies, which also 
supports our operations to maintain water quality 
standards in the Delta.  
. 
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AB 400 
B. Rubio (D – 
Baldwin Park) 
 
Sponsors: 
California State 
Association of 
Counties, 
League of 
California Cities 

Chaptered 
 
 
 
Signed by 
Governor Chapter 
201, Statutes of 
2023 

Local agency design-build projects: 
authorization. 
 
This measure would extend the existing sunset 
date to January 1, 2031, for the use of design-
build as a delivery method for public works 
contracts. 
 

Support 
 
Based on  
October 2021 
Board Action 

Metropolitan’s current authority to use design-build 
under AB 1845 (Calderon, CH. 275, 2022) will sunset 
on January 1, 2028. The provisions of this bill allow 
Metropolitan to use design-build for future projects 
through January 1, 2031. 
 

AB 460 Bauer-
Kahan (D – 
Orinda) 

Amended 
6/12/2024 
 
Two-year bill 
 
Senate Judiciary 
Committee 
 
 

State Water Resources Control Board: water 
rights and usage: civil penalties. 
 
This bill would require the State Water 
Resources Control Board to adjust for inflation, 
by January 1 of each year, beginning in 2025, 
the amounts of civil and administrative liabilities 
or penalties imposed by the board in water right 
actions, as specified. 

Support 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration, 
adopted April 
2023 

The bill now would provide for enhanced civil 
penalties for violations of any State Board regulation 
or curtailment order. 

 

AB 1337 Wicks (D 
– Oakland) 

Amended 5/18/23 
 
Two-year bill 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee 

State Water Resources Control Board: water 
diversion curtailment. 
 
This bill would authorize SWRCB to adopt 
regulations for various water conservation 
purposes and implement these regulations 
through orders curtailing the diversion or use of 
water under any claim of right.  

Oppose 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration, 
adopted April 
2023 

Regardless of whether there is a drought emergency, 
this bill would allow the State Board, by regulation, to 
permanently reduce permit rights (including SWP, 
Colorado River pre-1914 rights, or Delta Island 
license, pre-1914 or riparian right diversions) upon a 
finding that current diversions result in a waste or 
unreasonable use of water or that they harm public 
trust (fish and wildlife) resources. This would be a 
new broad power to the State Board that could 
permanently reallocate any water rights under any 
water year conditions without the protection or 
process of individual adjudications. 
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AB 1567 
Garcia (D-
Coachella) 
 
 

Amended 
5/26/2023 
 
Two-year bill 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee 

Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, 
Drought Preparation, Flood Protection, 
Extreme Heat Mitigation, Clean Energy, and 
Workforce Development Bond Act of 2024.  
 
This measure would authorize a $15.995 billion 
general obligation bond for the March 5, 2024, 
ballot to fund a broad range of resource-based 
programs that will assist California to improve 
its climate resiliency.  

Support, if 
Amended 
 
Based on June 
2023 Board 
Action 

This measure is consistent with Metropolitan’s 
current policy priorities and supports the objectives of 
Metropolitan’s Climate Adaptation Master Plan.  
 
Metropolitan is seeking amendments to increase 
funding for recycled water, dam safety, regional 
conveyance, drought and conservation projects. 

AB 1572 
Friedman (D - 
Glendale) 
 
Co-sponsors: 
Metropolitan, 
Heal the Bay, 
National Resources 
Defense Council 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by 
Governor Chapter 
849, Statutes of 
2023 
 

Potable water: nonfunctional turf. 
 
This measure prohibits the use of potable water 
for the irrigation of non-functional turf located 
on commercial, industrial, institutional. This 
measure provides the State Water Resources 
Control Board with the authority to postpone 
compliance dates as prescribed. 

Co-sponsor 
 
Based on 
April 2023 
Board action  

Based on input from the Board and member agencies, 
Metropolitan secured amendments to exclude multi-
family residential buildings and protect the authority 
and local control of public water systems. 
Metropolitan is a co-sponsor of this measure.  

AB 1573 Friedman 
(D - Glendale) 
 
Sponsor: 
Earth Advocacy 
and California 
Native Plant 
Society 
 
 

Amended on  
9/1/2023 
 
Two Year Bill 
 
Senate Floor – 
Inactive File 

Water conservation: landscape design: model 
ordinance. 
 
This measure would update the model water 
efficient landscape ordinance for new or 
renovated nonresidential areas to require at least 
25% local native plants beginning January 1, 
2026. This measure would also prohibit the use 
of nonfunctional turf in nonresidential landscape 
projects after January 1, 2026. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

This measure is consistent with Metropolitan’s effort 
to reduce nonfunctional turf within its service area.   
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AB 1648 
Bains (D - 
Bakersfield) 

Amended 
3/16/2023 
 
 
Dead 
 

Water: Colorado River Conservation 
 
This measure would specifically prohibit 
Metropolitan and LADWP to offset federally 
required reductions on Colorado River resources 
with increased water deliveries from other 
regions of California, including the Delta, 
retroactively as of January 1, 2023. 

Oppose 
 
Based on 2023 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

This measure would impair Metropolitan’s flexibility 
with its entire water portfolio, including the Integrated 
Water Resources Plan and the Annual Operating Plan. 
Metropolitan’s reliability and its ability to meet 
demands would also be impaired by restrictions on 
partnerships with its State Water Project and 
Colorado River Basin stakeholders.  

SB 122 
Senate Committee 
on Budget and 
Fiscal Review 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 51, 
Statutes of 2023 

Flood Flow Streamlining 
 
Provisions in this trailer bill provide that 
diversion of flood flows for groundwater 
recharge do not require an appropriative water 
right if specified conditions regarding the 
diversion are met. These provisions exempt from 
the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) specified actions related to the 
implementation of Colorado River water 
conservation agreements with the US Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

Seek 
Amendments 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration 
2023 Water 
Rights 
Principles, 
adopted April 
2023  

The no-permit authorization poses a significant 
concern to Metropolitan’s State Water Project 
supplies.  There is no protest process, no requirement 
that diverters avoid harm to other legal water users 
with water rights senior to the flood flow diverter, and 
no protection of SWP and CVP rights to divert 
“excess flows” when they exist in the system up to the 
full capacity of the projects.  

 

Metropolitan will work with the Administration to 
address these issues as the program is implemented.   

 

SB 124 
Senate Committee 
on Budget and 
Fiscal Review 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 53, 
Statutes of 2023 

Green Financing Programs for Federal IRA 
Funding 
 
This measure contains various provisions to 
implement the 2023 State Budget Act, which 
includes authorizing the State Infrastructure and 
Economic Development Bank and the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) to 
access and utilize federal funding in the Inflation 
Reduction Act to finance projects that reduce 
greenhouse emissions.  

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

For the State Water Project, DWR’s direct investment 
in qualifying projects could lower its capital costs, 
which would ultimately be passed on to Metropolitan 
and other SWP contractors. 
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SB 146 
Gonzalez (D-Long 
Beach) 
 

Chaptered 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 58, 
Statutes of 2023 

Public resources: infrastructure: contracting. 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and authorizes 
DWR to use the progressive design-build (PDB) 
project delivery method for up to eight public 
works projects that exceed $25 million. The 
Delta conveyance facilities and seawater 
desalination are expressly prohibited under this 
measure.  

Support 
 
Based on  
October 2021 
Board Action 
 
 

By utilizing PDB and awarding a project contract 
prior to the completion of all design work, DWR can 
potentially reduce overall costs and execute shorter 
project delivery schedules. This could lead to reduced 
costs for SWP-related projects resulting in cost 
savings being passed on to Metropolitan. 
 

SB 147 
Ashby (D-
Sacramento) 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 59, 
Statutes of 2023 

Fully protected species: California 
Endangered Species Act: authorized take 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and authorizes 
the take of fully protected species for certain 
infrastructure projects if specified conditions are 
met.  Eligible projects include the maintenance, 
repair and improvement of the State Water 
Project, as well as critical regional and local 
water infrastructure.  

Support and 
Amend 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

While this alternative may have benefits over current 
FPS regulations, the requirements are extensive and 
may make permit terms infeasible or cost prohibitive 
and could create other litigation risks for permittees.   
 

SB 149 
Caballero (D-
Merced) 
 
 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 60, 
Statutes of 2023 

California Environmental Quality Act: 
administrative and judicial procedures: 
record of proceedings: judicial streamlining. 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and makes 
various changes to CEQA. This bill provides 
clarification for what is considered as part of the 
administrative record, as well as allowing a 
public agency to deny a request to prepare the 
record of proceedings. This bill also provides for 
expedited judicial review for specified energy 
and transportation projects.  

Support and 
Amend 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

Administrative Records Streamlining: Overall, the 
provisions would be beneficial to Metropolitan as 
they could lower CEQA litigation costs and shorten 
litigation timelines.  
 
Expedited Judicial Review: The process for preparing 
the administrative record for any governor-certified 
infrastructure project must follow certain extensive 
and potentially costly specifications. While expedited 
judicial review is beneficial in concept, unless 
amended, the prerequisites may be infeasible or costly 
to implement.  
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SB 150 
Durazo (D-Los 
Angeles) 
 
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 61, 
Statutes of 2023 
 

Construction: workforce development: public 
contracts. 
 
This measure is part of the negotiated 
infrastructure trailer bill package and focuses on 
strengthening the state’s workforce and 
community benefits with infrastructure 
investments through California’s share of federal 
funds. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

This bill is intended to help develop procurement 
models to enhance the state’s training and access 
pipeline for jobs while ensuring community benefits 
on infrastructure and manufacturing investments. 
 
This bill is consistent with Metropolitan’s policy 
and practice and could benefit the district by helping 
build the next generation of the state’s construction 
workforce. 
 

SB 366 
Caballero (D - 
Merced) 
 
Sponsors: 
California 
Municipal Utilities 
Association, 
California Council 
for Environmental 
and Economic 
Balance, California 
State Association of 
Counties 

Amended  
6/13/2024 
 
 
 
 
Assembly Water, 
Parks, and 
Wildlife 
Committee 

The California Water Plan: long-term supply 
targets. 
 
This measure would revise the California Water 
Plan to require the DWR to update the California 
Water Plan by December 31, 2028, and every 
five years after, to include a long-term water 
supply target for 2050 and discussion on the 
development of specified water supply sources 
to meet demand.  

Support, if 
Amended 
 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

The intent of this bill is to help modernize 
California’s water management practices and provide 
long-term reliable supplies in response to the current 
climate challenges.   
 
Metropolitan is seeking amendments that include, but 
are not limited to, ensuring the 2050 target reflects 
statewide, regional, and local planning efforts and 
clarifying that the CA Water Plan should not establish 
a separate plan for complying with the Delta Plan, but 
should be complimentary and focus on supporting the 
co-equal goals of the Delta.  
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SB 659 
Ashby (D – 
Sacramento) 
 
Sponsors: 
Sacramento 
Regional Water 
Authority  
 

Chaptered 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 624, 
Statutes of 2023 
 

California Water Supply Solutions Act of 
2023.  
 
This bill would require DWR to develop a 
groundwater recharge plan by January 1, 2026, 
to create additional groundwater recharge 
capacity and include the plan as part of the 2028 
update to the California Water Plan. 

Support, if 
Amended 
 
Based on 2023 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles 
adopted 
December 2022. 
 

This bill intends to elevate the importance of 
groundwater in the state’s planning efforts. Additional 
recharge capacities developed through 
implementation of this bill could potentially help in 
the successful implementation of projects such as 
Metropolitan’s Pure Water project, LADWP’s 
Operation Next project, and the Pure Water San 
Diego, potentially helping to maximize stormwater 
capture and increase sustainability of groundwater 
basins within Metropolitan’s service area. 

 

SB 687  
Eggman (D - 
Stockton) 
 
 
 

Amended 
5/2/2023 
 
 
Dead 
 
 
 

Water Quality Control Plan: Delta 
Conveyance Project. 
 
This measure will require the State Water 
Resources Control Board to adopt a final update 
of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan 
before the Board considers a change in the point 
of diversion or any other water rights permit or 
order for the Delta Conveyance Project.  

Oppose 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

Metropolitan supports updating the Water Quality 
Control Plan to protect beneficial uses in the Delta. 
This bill would result in halting or delaying planning 
efforts on the Delta Conveyance Project and 
potentially prevent the project from operating if 
approved.  

SB 706 
Caballero (D-
Merced) 
 
Sponsors: 
CA State 
Association of 
Counties; County of 
San Diego; Design 
Build Institute of 
America Western 
Pacific Chapter; 
League of 
California Cities 

Chaptered 
 
 
 
Signed by the 
Governor 
Chapter 500, 
Statutes of 2023 
 

Public contracts: progressive design-build: 
local agencies.   
 
This bill would provide additional authority, 
until January 1, 2023, for cities, counties, and 
special districts to use progressive design-build 
(PDB) authority for up to 10 public works 
projects that are in excess of $5 million.  In 
addition, any local agency that uses this 
authorized progressive-design build process 
must submit a report to the Legislature. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2023 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted 
December 2022 

Currently, PDB-eligible projects are limited to 
wastewater treatment facilities, park and recreational 
facilities, solid waste management facilities and water 
recycling facilities.  This bill now authorizes cities, 
counties and special districts, including Metropolitan, 
to use PDB for public works projects. This supports 
Metropolitan’s priority of ensuring reliable water 
supply deliveries throughout its service area. 
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SB 867 
Allen (D-Santa 
Monica) 
 
 
 

Amended 
6/22/2023 
 
 
Assembly Natural 
Resources 
Committee 
 
 

Drought, Flood and Water Resilience, 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience, Coastal 
Resilience, Extreme Heat Mitigation, 
Biodiversity and Nature-Based Climate 
Solutions, Climate Smart Agriculture, Park 
Creation and Outdoor Access, and Clean 
Energy Bond Act of 2024. 
 
This measure would authorize a $15.5 billion 
general obligation bond for a range of resource-
based programs that will improve California’s 
climate resiliency. If approved, this measure 
would be on the March 5, 2024 statewide ballot. 

Support, if 
Amended 
 
 
Based on June 
2023 Board 
Action 

This measure is consistent with Metropolitan’s 
current policy priorities and supports the objectives of 
Metropolitan’s Climate Adaptation Master Plan.  
 
Metropolitan is seeking amendments to increase 
funding for recycled water, dam safety, regional 
conveyance, drought, and conservation projects. 
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AB 2610 
E. Garcia (D – 
Coachella) 
 
 

Amended 
4/10/2024 
 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee  

Protected species: authorized take: Salton Sea 
Management Program: System Conservation 
Implementation Agreement. 
 
Current law authorizes the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, if certain conditions are fulfilled, 
to authorize the take of species, including fully 
protected species, resulting from impacts 
attributable to implementation of the 
Quantification Settlement Agreement on 
specified lands and bodies of water, including 
the Salton Sea. This bill would additionally 
authorize the department, if certain conditions 
are fulfilled, to authorize the take of species 
resulting from impacts attributable to the 
implementation of the Salton Sea Management 
Program or implementation of any System 
Conservation Implementation Agreement 
between the United States Bureau of 
Reclamation and the Imperial Irrigation District 
to implement the Lower Colorado River Basin 
System Conservation and Efficiency Program, as 
provided, on the specified lands and bodies of 
water. 

Support 
 
 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

This bill will help to advance conservation 
agreements and collective conservation goals related 
to reducing reliance of the Colorado River in order to 
account for changes in climate and low water supplies 
by allowing IID to advance their short-term 
conservation goals between 2024 – 2026.  
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AB 1827 D. Papan 
(D – San Mateo) 

Amended 
4/4/2024 
 
 
Senate Local 
Government 
Committee 
 

Local government: fees and charges: water: 
higher-consumptive water parcels. 
 
The Legislature passed the Proposition 218 
Omnibus Implementation Act in 1997 to provide 
guidance for implementation of the new 
constitutional provisions. AB 1827 (Papan) 
proposes to add Government Code section 
53750.6 to the Act to clarify that the costs that 
may be recovered through retail water service 
fees may include the incrementally higher costs 
of water service due to (1) the higher water 
usage demand of parcels, (2) the maximum 
potential water use of parcels, or (3) projected 
peak water usage. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024. 

Metropolitan’s wholesale water service rates to its co-
op members are not subject to Proposition 218 and 
therefore, the bill does not have an effect on 
Metropolitan. It will, however, provide clearer 
guidance for its member agencies that provide retail 
water service and any retail water service provider 
within Metropolitan service area.  

AB 2257 L. Wilson 
(D – Suisun City) 

Amended 
4/23/2024 
 
 
Senate Judiciary 
Committee 

Local government: property-related water 
and sewer fees and assessments: remedies. 
 
AB 2257 establishes a process for objections to 
be submitted by any party objecting to the 
proposed fee or assessment, notice to the public 
of the requirements, and prerequisites for suing 
an agency on the basis of the validity of the fee 
or assessment. The bill requires exhaustion of 
the administrative procedures provided therein 
before a plaintiff may file suit and it limits the 
administrative record that may be reviewed in 
that litigation to evidence presented to or 
available to the agency prior to the adoption of 
the fee or assessment.  

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

Metropolitan does not currently collect any fee or 
assessment on properties within its service area that is 
subject to Article XIII D. It does, however, have the 
authority to do so. Should it decide to adopt such a fee 
or assessment, it would be required to follow these 
proposed additional procedural requirements. Any 
litigation challenging such a fee or assessment would 
also be subject to the administrative remedy 
exhaustion and evidence limitation provided for by 
AB2257. 
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AB 2409 
D. Papan (D – San 
Mateo) 
 
 

Amended 
4/11/2024 
 
 
Dead  

Office of Planning and Research: permitting 
accountability transparency dashboard.  
 
Would require the Office of Planning and 
Research, on or before January 1, 2026, to create 
and maintain, as specified, a permitting 
accountability transparency internet website 
(dashboard). The bill would require the 
dashboard to include a display for each permit to 
be issued by specified state agencies for all 
covered projects. The bill would define various 
terms for these purposes. The bill would also 
require the dashboard to include, but not be 
limited to, information for each permit to be 
issued by a state agency that is required for the 
completion of the project, including, among 
other requirements, the permit application 
submission date. The bill would require each 
state agency with a responsibility for issuing a 
permit for a covered project to provide 
information in the appropriate time and manner 
as determined by the office. The bill would also 
make related findings and declarations. 

Support 
 
 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

AB 2409 requires the Governor’s Office of Planning 
and Research (OPR) to create and maintain a 
permitting transparency website with a project 
dashboard showing the status of each state permit for 
specific projects with an estimated cost of $100 
million or more. AB 2409 would be beneficial to 
Metropolitan by making environmental permitting 
more transparent and would help the public 
understand why large projects take years to permit 
(e.g., Pure Water Southern California or Delta 
Conveyance).  
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AB 2060 
E. Soria (D – 
Fresno) 
 
 

Amended 
5/16/2024 
 
 
Senate Natural 
Resources and 
Water Committee  

Lake and streambed alteration agreements: 
exemptions. 
 
This bill would exempt qualifying temporary 
permit diversions of water from streams at or 
near flood stage to groundwater storage from the 
requirements of Fish & Game Code section 
1602.  Section 1602 requires anyone proposing 
to substantially alter the bed, banks or natural 
flows of a stream, river or lake to notify the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW).  If CDFW determines the proposed 
activity may have a significant adverse impact 
on fish or wildlife, it will require a Lake or 
Stream Alteration Agreement (LSAA) that 
functions as a permit for the activity, and which 
always requires mitigation, monitoring and 
reporting to CDFW.  It is designed to prevent 
harm to fish and wildlife from covered activities.  
AB 2060 would exempt qualifying diversions 
from this requirement.  The only “mitigation” 
required to qualify is installation of basic fish 
screens, with no requirement that they meet any 
standards, including those adopted by CDFW 
and the federal fish services. 

Support if 
Amended 
 
 
Based on
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration 
2023 Water 
Rights 
Principles, 
adopted April 
2023 and 2024 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

This bill was amended to ensure the temporary permit 
authorization is consistent with existing law on 
diversion authorizations for current water rights 
holders. Metropolitan is seeking additional 
amendments to ensure the inclusion of fish screens on 
all intakes, not just “temporary pump” intakes, and 
that the screens minimize both entrainment and 
impingement.  
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SB 903 N. Skinner 
(D – Berkeley) 

Amended 
4/11/2024 
 
 
Dead 
 

Environmental health: product safety: 
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances. 
 
Starting January 1, 2025, certain substances 
called perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) will be prohibited in new 
textiles, cosmetics, food packaging, and juvenile 
products in the state. This means that 
manufacturers and sellers cannot add PFAS to 
these products. A new bill, starting January 1, 
2032, will also require the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control to determine if using PFAS 
in a product is necessary and unavoidable before 
it can be offered for sale. The department will 
keep a list of these determinations on its website 
and use any penalties collected for administering 
and enforcing these laws. By January 1, 2027, 
the department will adopt regulations to carry 
out this bill, including setting an application fee 
and creating an appeal process for penalties and 
decisions made under this law. A PFAS 
Oversight Fund will be created from the 
application fees to cover the department's 
expenses for administering this act, with funds 
allocated by the legislature. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

From a source water protection standpoint, the bill 
creates provisions to reduce PFAS contamination and 
enhance protection of water quality and public health. 
By limiting PFAS in consumer products, the bill 
indirectly aims to reduce PFAS contamination in 
water sources, potentially decreasing treatment costs 
and complexity for water providers. The bill 
encourages the development and adoption of PFAS 
alternatives, potentially impacting the types of 
materials and products used within the water industry 
and by consumers, promoting safer water handling 
and packaging materials.   
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SB 1072 S. Padilla 
(D – San Diego) 

Amended 
4/24/2024 
 
 
Assembly Local 
Government 
Committee 

Local government: Proposition 218: remedies.  
 
The California Constitution has rules for 
imposing taxes at a local level. It excludes 
certain fees and assessments if they meet certain 
criteria, such as not exceeding the benefit given 
to a property or the cost of the service provided. 
There is also a law known as the Proposition 218 
Omnibus Implementation Act that outlines how 
local agencies must comply with these 
requirements. This bill, if passed, would require 
local agencies to correct any fees or charges for 
property-related services that violate these 
constitutional provisions and credit the amount 
of the violation against the revenues needed for 
the service. This bill supports the purposes and 
intent of Proposition 218 and the Omnibus 
Implementation Act. 

Support 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024  

Metropolitan does not currently collect any revenue 
from any property related fees or assessments subject 
to Articles XIII C or D. However, Metropolitan does 
have statutory authority to collect such fees. If 
Metropolitan were to adopt such a fee or assessment 
in the future, the revenues from those fees or 
assessment would be subject to the limitation added 
by SB 1072. 
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SB 1169 
H. Stern (D – Los 
Angeles) 
 
 

Amended 
3/18/2024 
 
 
Assembly Desk  

Los Angeles County Flood Control District: 
finances.  
 
This law, known as the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control Act, sets up a district responsible 
for managing and preserving flood and 
wastewaters in the county. It permits the district 
to borrow money from certain sources to fund 
flood control work and repay the loan within 20 
years with a maximum interest rate of 4.25% 
annually. The district must also collect enough 
taxes from property owners each year to cover 
the loan payments. Currently, the district is 
limited to borrowing a maximum of $4.5 million 
and issuing bonds up to the same amount. This 
proposed bill would extend the loan repayment 
period to 35 years with a maximum interest rate 
of 5.5% annually. It would also remove the 
borrowing and bond limits for the district. The 
bill justifies these changes by stating the need for 
a special law for the Los Angeles County Flood 
Control District. 

Support 
 
 
Based on 
2024 Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

Support for this bill will help with Los Angeles 
County’s flood control program and is consistent with 
the Board’s policy to support development of local 
resources and conservation efforts.  
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SB 1390 A. 
Caballero (D – 
Merced) 

Amended 
4/24/2024 
 
 
Assembly Water, 
Parks, and 
Wildlife 
Committee 
 

Groundwater recharge: floodflows: diversion. 
 
Under current law, all water in the state belongs 
to the people, but individuals can gain the right 
to use it through a legal process. This process 
requires the water to be used for a purpose that is 
helpful or beneficial. However, if certain 
conditions are met, using floodwater for 
groundwater recharge does not require a specific 
legal right. These conditions include receiving 
notice from a local or regional agency that there 
is a risk of flooding, and filing a report with the 
State Water Resources Control Board once the 
diversion is finished. This applies to diversions 
that began before January 1, 2029. This bill 
would extend these requirements to diversions 
that began before June 1, 2032. It would also add 
additional conditions that must be met for the 
diversion to be allowed, such as the local agency 
declaring that the diversion is in line with 
specific plans or emergency operations plans. 
The diversion must also stop within 90 days 
unless it is renewed, and the final report must 
include information about the methods used to 
predict and prevent flooding. Finally, the 
diversion must not harm any prior water rights 
holders in the area. 

Support 
 
Based on 
Metropolitan 
Policy Principles 
for 
Modernization 
of Water Rights 
Administration 
2023 Water 
Rights 
Principles, 
adopted April 
2023 and 2024 
Legislative 
Priorities and 
Principles, 
adopted January 
2024 

SB 1390 has been amended to clarify which agencies 
may make the declaration that flood flow conditions 
exist and when they are required to declare they no 
longer exist. The amendments include language to 
protect Metropolitan’s SWP supplies, which also 
supports our operations to maintain water quality 
standards in the Delta.  
. 
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Date of Report: 6/24/2024 

External Affairs Group 
 External Affairs Monthly Activities Report for June 2024 

Summary 

This report provides a summary of External Affairs’ group activities for June 2024 

Purpose 

Informational 

Detailed Report 
 
Highlights 

Chief of Staff Mortada and staff welcomed the Embassy of Spain, U.S. Trade Commissioner, and Board of 
Directors for the Andalucía, Spain, Agricultural Cooperative.  (June 3) 

Metropolitan sponsored and GM Hagekhalil and Chief of Staff Mortada attended the Andres y Maria 
Cardenas Family Foundation Scholar event.  (June 8)  

Chair Ortega, GM Hagekhalil, AGM Upadhyay, and Chief SRI Officer Crosson presented to Foothill MWD 
board (June 4), Western Water Board (June 5) and the Beverly Hills City Council.  (June 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metropolitan sponsored and staff attended the Central 
City Association Annual Treasures of Los Angeles event, 
commemorating the organization’s 100th anniversary.  
(June 5) 

Metropolitan attended the Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency’s exploratory boring and monitoring wells 
groundbreaking ceremony. The project will provide data 
to advance local efforts to produce and store more 
purified recycled water.  (June 10) 

Metropolitan’s leadership continued its visits to member agencies.  Shown here at Foothill Municipal Water District and Western Water. 

Groundbreaking ceremony at Inland Empire Utilities Agency 
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Metropolitan staff, including 
Asst. Group Manager for 
Treatment and Water Quality 
and incoming AWWA 
president Heather Collins, 
participated in the 
ACE24/AWWA conference 
including supporting 
California-Nevada Section 
with a sponsored reception, 
presentations on Pure Water 
Southern California, and tours 
of Weymouth and Diemer 
Treatment Plants. Staff also coordinated presentations/discussions for a World Bank delegation with officials 
from Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Lesotho, Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Jamaica, and Paraguay, and provided a 

tour of Weymouth for Korean Water and 
Wastewater Works Association.  (June 11-14) 

In partnership with Western Water and the San 
Diego County Water Authority, Metropolitan 
provided an inspection tour of the Santa Rosa 
Ecological Preserve, Wadsworth Pumping Plant at 
Diamond Valley Lake, and the Western Science 
Center for community leaders and stakeholders. 
(June 10) 

Metropolitan GM Hagekhalil participated in 
Singapore Int’l Water Week, providing updates to a 
global audience on strategies to adapt to climate 
change, infrastructure investments, CAMP4W, and 

Pure Water Southern California.  (June 18-22) 

Metropolitan sponsored and Director Douglas and 
Chief of Staff Mortada attended a Los Angeles Area 

Chamber of Commerce reception welcoming new Los Angeles Department of Water and Power GM Jannise 
Quiñones.  (June 26) 

Metropolitan hosted and sponsored the BizFed Institute Water Resilience Forum, which featured DWR Director 
Nemeth as the keynote speaker. AGM Zinke provided welcome remarks and Bay-Delta Initiatives Group 
Manager Hawk participated in a panel discussion.  (June 26) 
 
Federal 

The House Natural Resources committee advanced two Metropolitan-supported bills by unanimous consent: 

 The Help Hoover Dam Act, H.R. 7776, allows the Bureau of Reclamation to tap into funds paid by 
Hoover power contractors for operations, maintenance, repair, and clean-up work at Hoover Dam. 

 The Colorado River Salinity Control Fix Act, H.R. 7872, increases the federal cost share for salinity 
control projects. Both bills now await a vote by the House of Representatives. 

 
State 

Metropolitan partnered with Delta Counties Coalition, sending a letter to Legislative leaders supporting the 
inclusion of $250 million in the proposed climate bond for the Delta Levee Maintenance Subvention Program. 
 

Community leaders participated in an inspection trip of Diamond Valley 
Lake, the surrounding ecological reserve and the Western Science Center 

Tour of Weymouth Plant for conference attendees and group photo of Metropolitan staff at ACE24/AWWA 
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Metropolitan continues to advocate for passage of legislation to place a climate resilience bond on the November 
ballot with adequate funding for water infrastructure. 

Following a legal challenge by the California Legislature, the California Supreme Court has opined that Initiative 
1935, the Taxpayer Protection and Accountability Act, shall not move forward on the November 2024 ballot. 

The Legislature passed and sent to the Governor a $211 billion budget for FY 2024/25. The proposed budget 
restores funding to support implementation of the Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes, which 
is a priority for the Newsom Administration. 

Significant progress has been made on water rights policy bills, with changes to two legislative proposals: 

 AB 460 (Bauer-Kahan) would have given the State Board authority to issue injunctive relief orders for 
regulatory violations. The bill now is limited to simply increasing fines and fees for violations of board 
regulations or curtailment orders. With this change, Metropolitan has taken a “support” position. 

 AB 1337 (Wicks) would have expanded the State Board’s authority to issue curtailment orders, but the 
author will not move the bill forward this legislative session. Metropolitan had an “oppose” position. 

 
Local 

Interim GM Upadhyay joined representatives from LA Department of Water and Power and LA City Sanitation 
to provide a quarterly recycled water update to the Los Angeles City Council Energy & Environment Committee. 
(June 28) 

This month, Metropolitan staff presented, monitored, and participated in 70 webinars, meetings, and events with 
community organizations and trade associations, board members, and federal or state elected officials including: 

 United Chamber of Commerce Small Business Breakfast honoring San Fernando businesses. 

 Western Riverside Council of Governments’ annual General Assembly. 
 
Media and Communications 

 
 Coordinated interview between KNX-AM radio and GM Adel Hagekhalil on the recently announced 

federal funding for Pure Water Southern California. 

 Arranged separate interviews between Colorado River Resources Manager Hasencamp and The Nevadan 
reporter Casey Harrison on the potential partnership with Nevada and Arizona for Pure Water Southern 
Califonria project and Circle of Blue reporter Brett Walton on the latest Lower Basin water use report. 

 Coordinated interviews between Chair Ortega and LA Times reporter Ian 
James, Politico reporter Camille von Kaenel, and KNX reporter Karen Adams 
regarding board action to place GM Hagekhalil on administrative leave. 

 Arranged tour of Pure Water Southern California and interview with External 
Affairs’ Team Manager Soni with Courthouse News reporter Ed Pettersson. 

 Set up interview with External Affairs’ Soni and KBLA-AM Talk Radio on 
Pure Water Southern California for the station’s Climate Justice Campaign. 

Press Releases 

 New directors representing Las Virgenes, Central Basin joining Metropolitan board 

 Board decision to place general manager on administrative leave 

 Statement from Chair Ortega. Clarifying the Board’s decision to put general manager on administrative 
leave 
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Creative Design 

 Produced Annual Water Quality Report with special insert  
  commemorating 50th anniversary of Metropolitan’s Water Quality Lab. 

 Displayed START exhibit in headquarters rotunda to elevate the  
  district’s vision and values. 

 Issued first e-newsletter about Webb Tract projects. 

 Collaborated with ACWA on a targeted digital marketing campaign to 
increase public awareness of the district’s investments to bring new 
water sources to State Water Project-dependent areas. 

 Videotaped GM introduction to district’s Workplace Violence 
Prevention training and Chief DEI Officer Thomas on DEI initiatives. 

Website 

 Received 70,000 visits to mwdh2o.com with careers and the Board of Directors pages the most visited. 

 Generated 21,000 visits to bewaterwise.com, with pages on 
turf replacement, native plants profiles and a watering 
calculator receiving the most traffic. 

 Worked with IT to migrate the IntraMet site servers to new 
servers, which included testing pages and links to confirm 
programs, content and functionality. 

 Expanded content on the Securing Our Imported Supplies 
section with information on the Delta. 

 Added new photo galleries to the Our Story page to 
spotlight the history of the Colorado River Aqueduct and 
construction, surveying and people. 

 Posted a new homepage feature on the One Water Awards. 

Social Media 

 Featured photos of the Rachel Carson Tunnel Boring Machine and Wadsworth Bypass projects 

 Produced Instagram reel of a drill by employees at the Eagle Rock Emergency Operations Center 

 Supported BEA celebration of Juneteenth and Pride @Met’s participation in San Fernando Pride March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New content highlighting employees who worked on the 
CRA has been posted on mwdh2o.com 

Commemorative 2024 Water Quality Report 

Social Media Posts for June 2024, highlighting the Apprentice Program, BEA Juneteenth celebration and Pride @Met outreach 
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 For Father’s Day, showcased employees Keegan 
Clemens and Derek Lee who recently spoke at 
their respective children’s career day programs, 
highlighting their dedication at work and inside 
the classroom. 

 In recognition of World Environment Day, 
produced an Instagram reel featuring Facilities 
Management’s Sr. Administrative Analyst 
Donayre on the district’s sustainability efforts. 

 Continued the 50th anniversary celebration of the 
Water Quality Section by featuring extraordinary journeys of three Metropolitan employees. 

 

Community Outreach 

 Met with city of Mission Viejo on relining of the Allen-McColloch Pipeline, Package 4; Notified homes 
and businesses for street restoration associated with Second Lower Feeder Reach 3B; Met with LA 
Council District 14 staff on encroachments and addressed Upper Feeder encroachments with residents. 

 Hosted meetings on CAMP4W with Council for Watershed Health and ReDesign LA Partners.  (June 5) 

 Sponsored East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice Fighting for Life Celebration (June 6)  

 Provided tours of Garvey Reservoir for Monterey Park City Council (June 10, 13) and presented on 
reservoir improvements to City Council.  (June 18) 

 Provided Community Partnering grants for Paradise Hills Native Garden and Long Beach Utilities 
Watershed Mural. 

 Conducted five director inspection trips to the State Water Project, Hoover Dam, the Colorado River 
Aqueduct, and local infrastructure. 

Education 

 Conducted a workshop in South Gate for Soil and Water 
Conservation Merit Badge (June 1); Water Journeys field trips for 
Venice High (June 3) and Algin Sutton Recreation Center (June 
26); and tour of Three Valleys MWD Plant for University of La 
Verne REACH program.  (June 20) 

 Virtually visited science classes at Garfield High in San Diego and 
Haynes Charter School in West Valley to share information on 
Metropolitan, water conservation, and careers in water. 

 Provided conservation and education booth at safety fairs at Lake 
Mathews (June 6) and DVL (June 26). 

Pure Water Southern California 

 Provided tours for LACSD’s Industry Advisory Council (June 4), 
Courthouse News (June 20), LA County Public Works (June 24), and International Right of Way 
Association (June 25). 

 Provided program overview and updates for Long Beach Unified School District (June 4), Valley 
Industry and Commerce Association (June 6), Warren Facility Citizens Advisory Committee (June 18). 

 Met with city of Whittier to discuss program and conveyance system (June 17). 

 Staffed information tables on Pure Water Southern California and conservation at Lakewood Concert in 
the Park (June 27) and Samoan Heritage Festival (June 29). 

SouthgatecPark Troop 468 participated in a 
workshop for the Boy Scouts of America Soil & 
Water Conservation Merit Badge. Scouts took 
part in a discussion and hands-on learning to 
complete the seven required badge elements. 

Highlighting Metropolitan's Derek Lee and Keegan Clemens on Fathers Day  
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