
Tuesday, January 14, 2025
Meeting Schedule

Legal and Claims Committee

Meeting with Board of Directors *

January 14, 2025

8:30 a.m.

08:30 a.m. LEGAL
11:30 a.m. Break
12:00 p.m. BOD
01:15 p.m. LEG

M. Luna, Chair
J. Garza, Vice Chair
M. Camacho
G. Cordero
L. Dick
C. Douglas
A. Fellow
C. Kurtz
T. McCoy
C. Miller
M. Ramos
K. Seckel

Agendas, live streaming, meeting schedules, and other board 
materials are available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. Written public 
comments received by 5:00 p.m. the business days before the 
meeting is scheduled will be posted under the Submitted Items 
and Responses tab available here: 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx.

 If you have technical difficulties with the live streaming page, a 
listen-only phone line is available at 1-877-853-5257; enter 
meeting ID: 891 1613 4145. 
 
Members of the public may present their comments to the Board 
on matters within their jurisdiction as listed on the agenda via 
teleconference. To participate via teleconference 1-833-548-0276 
and enter meeting ID: 815 2066 4276 or to join by computer click 
here.

L&C Committee

There will be No In-Person Participation Permitted. Participation is by teleconference only. See the 
teleconference information below.

* The Metropolitan Water District’s meeting of this Committee is noticed as a joint committee 
meeting with the Board of Directors for the purpose of compliance with the Brown Act. 
Members of the Board who are not assigned to this Committee may participate as members 
of the Board, whether or not a quorum of the Board is present. In order to preserve the 
function of the committee as advisory to the Board, members of the Board who are not 
assigned to this Committee will not vote on matters before this Committee.

1. Opportunity for members of the public to address the committee on 
matters within the committee's jurisdiction (As required by Gov. Code 
Section 54954.3(a))

2. MANAGEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HIGHLIGHTS

Zoom Online

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81520664276?pwd=a1RTQWh6V3h3ckFhNmdsUWpKR1c2Zz09
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A. 21-4101General Counsel's report of monthly activities

01142025 LC 2A ReportAttachments:

** CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS -- ACTION **

3. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. 21-4102Approval of the Minutes of the Legal and Claims Committee for 
December 9, 2024 (Copies have been submitted to each Director, 
any additions, corrections, or omissions)

01142025 LC 3A (12092024) MinutesAttachments:

4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ACTION

7-5 21-4143Report on Nevada Environmental Response Trust Site (former 
Tronox Site) in Henderson, Nevada and authorize an increase of 
$150,000 to an amount not to exceed $450,000 for an existing 
contract with GeoPentech, Inc. for consulting services; the General 
Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 
otherwise not subject to CEQA

01142025 LC 7-5 B-L

01142025 LC 7-5 Presentation

Attachments:

7-6 21-4166Report on litigation in Darren A. Reese v. Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, Riverside County Superior Court 
Case No. CVPS2204312, and authorize increase in the maximum 
amount payable under a contract for legal services with Seyfarth 
Shaw LLP in the amount of $150,000 for a total amount not to 
exceed $900,000; the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

01142025 LC 7-6 B-L

01142025 LC 7-6 Presentation

Attachments:

7-7 21-4167Authorize increase of $200,000, to a maximum amount payable of 
$600,000, for existing General Counsel contract with Olson 
Remcho LLP to provide general government law advice related to 
the Political Reform Act, the Fair Political Practices Commission 
regulations, conflict of interest law and other legislative and ethics 
matters;  the General Manager has determined the proposed 
action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

01142025 LC 7-7 B-L

01142025 LC 7-7 Presentation

Attachments:

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6196
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b53ab3f2-0d1e-47d3-892d-a48308383afc.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6197
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2888bd92-f0f3-4d5d-8b42-1574fac7da06.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6238
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=75afafe5-f2c1-4f75-8f15-c621b665599d.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ae157957-e5f0-4c42-9f6c-2f6afbeebf02.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6261
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b288f34e-c9f7-443f-af3b-21036004bd1a.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5091a6ed-0c66-4638-b6d6-ccc61db81a0a.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6262
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ba1fddd5-885f-4de2-ad93-e6782e8a434a.pdf
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9594d94f-4c8d-4f27-aa59-cec90906ea3c.pdf
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** END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS **

5. OTHER BOARD ITEMS - ACTION

8-2 21-4155Report on litigation in Maria Carmen Zarate v. Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, Los Angeles County Superior Court 
Case No. 23STCV15786; and authorize an increase in the 
maximum amount payable under contract for legal services with 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP, in the amount of $250,000 for a total amount 
not to exceed $500,000; the General Manager has determined that 
the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA  
[Conference with legal counsel—existing litigation; to be heard in 
closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)]

8-3 21-4156Report on litigation in Encarnacion Gutierrez v. Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, Los Angeles County Superior Court 
Case No. 23STCV11052; and authorize an increase in the 
maximum amount payable under contract for legal services with 
BDG Law Group, APLC, in the amount of $250,000 for a total 
amount not to exceed $500,000; the General Manager has 
determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 
subject to CEQA  [Conference with legal counsel—existing 
litigation; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code 
Section 54956.9(d)(1)]

8-4 +621-4168Conference with legal counsel regarding anticipated litigation 
based on existing facts and circumstances, including receipt of a 
government claim threatening litigation, there is significant 
exposure to litigation against Metropolitan: one potential case; to 
be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2); the General Manager has determined that the 
proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA

01142025 LC 8-4 ClaimAttachments:

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6250
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6251
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6263
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f5b95a71-a34a-4c96-85f6-d8b6689b060f.pdf
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8-5 21-4144Report on litigation in San Diego County Water Authority v. 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, et al., San 
Francisco County Superior Court Case Nos. CPF-10-510830, 
CPF-12-512466, CPF-14-514004, CPF-16-515282 , 
CPF-16-515391, CGC-17-563350, and CPF-18-516389; the 
appeals of the 2010 and 2012 actions, Court of Appeal for the First 
Appellate District Case Nos. A146901, A148266, A161144, and 
A162168, and California Supreme Court Case No. S243500; the 
petition for extraordinary writ in the 2010 and 2012 actions, Court 
of Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A155310; the 
petition for extraordinary writ in the second 2016 action, Court of 
Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A154325 and 
California Supreme Court Case No. S251025; the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California v. San Diego County Water 
Authority cross-complaints in the 2014, 2016, and 2018 actions; 
and the appeals of the 2014, 2016, and 2018 actions, Court of 
Appeal for the First Appellate District Case No. A170156; and 
provide direction to staff on potential settlement of the 2014, 2016, 
and 2018 actions, including the cross-complaints and appeals, San 
Francisco County Superior Court Case Nos.CPF-14-514004, 
CPF-16-515282, and CPF-18-516389 and Court of Appeal for the 
First Appellate District Case No. A170156; the General Manager 
has determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise 
not subject to CEQA [Conference with legal counsel – existing 
litigation; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code 
Sections 54956.9(d)(1)]

6. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS

NONE

7. COMMITTEE ITEMS

NONE

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS

NONE

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

Zoom Online

https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=6239


Legal and Claims Committee January 14, 2025

Page 5 

NOTE: This committee reviews items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors. 
Final action will be taken by the Board of Directors. Committee agendas may be obtained on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. This committee will not take any final action that is binding on the 
Board, even when a quorum of the Board is present.

Writings relating to open session agenda items distributed to Directors less than 72 hours prior to a regular meeting 
are available for public inspection at Metropolitan's Headquarters Building and on Metropolitan's Web site 
https://mwdh2o.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Requests for a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 
attend or participate in a meeting should be made to the Board Executive Secretary in advance of the meeting to 
ensure availability of the requested service or accommodation.

Zoom Online


