
MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

April 14, 2026 

54426 The Board of Directors of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California met on 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026. 

Chair Ortega called the teleconference meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. 

54427 The Meeting was opened with an invocation by Board Vice Chair Juan Garza, Central 
Basin Municipal Water District. 

54428  The Pledge of Allegiance was given by Board Secretary Lois Fong-Sakai. 

54429  Board Secretary Fong-Sakai administered the roll call.  Those responding present 
were:  Directors Ackerman, Alvarez, Bryant, Camacho, Cordero, Crane, Crawford, De Jesus, 
Denham, Dennstedt, Douglas, Erdman, Faessel, Fellow, Fong-Sakai, Garza, Gold, Jay, Jung, 
Katz, Kurtz, Lewitt, McCoy, McMillan, Miller, Ortega, Paule, Pressman, Quinn, Ramos, Seckel, 
and Sutley. 

Those not responding were:  Directors Gray, Petersen, Phan, and Shepherd Romey. 

Board Secretary Fong-Sakai declared a quorum present. 

Director(s) entered after roll call: Kassakhian. 

Chair Ortega announced we would be reordering the agenda, as we have a special guest 
speaker today, former Congresswoman Grace Napolitano, to speak on the completion of the 
removal of radioactive uranium tailings remedial action project celebration on April 9th in Moab, 
Utah. 

Former Congresswoman Napolitano and Chair Ortega spoke on the history and celebration 
event in Utah. 

Chair Ortega announced that we will consider board item 8-1 first. 

54430  a. Approved the FY 2026/27 and FY 2027/28 Biennial Budget, which includes:  

(i) appropriation of $3,619.9 million for Metropolitan operations and maintenance and
operating equipment, power costs on the CRA, SWC operations, maintenance,
power and replacement costs and SWC capital charges, demand management
programs including the LRP agreements and conservation programs, and costs
associated with supply programs for FYs 2026/27 and 2027/28 (shown in Table 4);
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(ii) a continuing appropriation of $740.9 million for FYs 2026/27 and 2027/28 for debt
service on Metropolitan general obligation and revenue bonds (Table 4);

(iii) continued appropriation of $98.4 million for AVEK participation rights for FYs
2026/27 and 2027/28 via debt issued in 2025 by AVEFA on behalf of Metropolitan
as obligator (Table 4);

(iv) appropriation of $1,025 million funding for CIP for FYs 2026/27 and 2027/28; and,

(v) appropriation of $150 million funding for 45-MGD Stage 1 PWSC planning and final
design costs for FYs 2026/27 & 2027/28;

b. Authorized the use of approximately $75.9 million of available SWRCB fund,
received Large Scale Water Recycling Plant (LSWRP) Grants reimbursements and
future reimbursements to fund the PWSC planning and design costs and authorize a
one-time draw from unrestricted reserves in fiscal year 2027/28 not to exceed $58
million and appropriate for PWSC final design and if the unrestricted reserves fall
below the minimum then the item will return to the Board;

c. Authorized the use of $385.0 million in operating revenues to fund the CIP for
FYs 2026/27 and 2027/28;

d. Approved total revenue requirements to be paid from rates and charges of $1,542.8
million in FY 2026/27 and $1,672.7 million in FY 2027/28;

e. Approved the Ten-Year Financial Forecast, as summarized in Figure 1;

f. Approved water rates and charges effective January 1, 2027, and January 1, 2028,
as shown in Table 5, which result in an overall increase of 6.2 percent in CY 2027
and 6.2 percent in CY 2028 from CY 2026 rates and charges;

g. Adopted the Resolution Fixing and Adopting Water Rates To Be Effective January
1, 2027, and 2028, in the form of Attachment 5;

h. Adopted the Resolution Fixing and Adopting a Readiness-To-Serve Charge
Effective January 1, 2027, in the form of Attachment 6;

i. Adopted the Resolution Fixing and Adopting a Capacity Charge Effective January
1, 2027, in the form of Attachment 7;

j. Adopted the Resolution Fixing and Adopting the Treatment Fixed Charges Effective
January 1, 2027, in the form of Attachment 8; and,

k. Directed staff to evaluate the Conservation Program and the Local Resources
Program within the next year to prioritize programs that are cost-effective and that
meet the needs of Metropolitan and its member agencies.

l. In addition, authorized additional appropriation of approximately $16 million for
PWSC final design from federal grant sources for a total appropriation of $150
million over the two-year budget;

m. The project will undergo the CAMP4W evaluation and treatment studies process by
year-end to assist the Board in its implementation decision; and

n. Directed staff to conduct a market study for the sale of two islands and bring back
that study to the Board for review. (Board Item 8-1)

Director Miller moved, seconded by Director Pressman, that the Board approve the Board Item 
8-1. 
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Chair Ortega declared a recess. 

54431  Chair Ortega invited members of the public to address the Board on matters within the 
Board's jurisdiction (in-person and via teleconference).  

Name Affiliation Comment 
1. Alan Shanahan AFSCME Local 1902 Items 7-7 and 8-1 

2. Maura Monaghan LA Waterkeeper Item 8-1 

3. Kelly (No Last 
Name Provided) 

Item 8-1

4. Rich Erickson Monday Morning Group Item 8-1 

5. Chris Gray Interim Executive Director of 
the West Riverside Council of 
Governments 

Item 8-1 

6. Mark Cloud California Resident Item 8-1 

7. Gary Bopker Program Director, Friends of 
the River 

Item 8-1 

8. Caty Wagner Campaign Manager, Sierra 
Club California 

Items 8-1 and Purewater 

9. Cynthia Cortez Policy Program Manager, 
Restore the Delta 

Item 8-1 

10. Stephanie 
Courtney 

Environmental Justice Program 
Coordinator, Black Women for 
Wellness 

Item 8-1 

11. Courtney Brown Staff attorney, San Diego 
Coast Keeper 

Item 8-1 

12. Nicholas Adcock President and CEO, Garita 
Riverside Chambers of 
Commerce 

Item 8-1 

Director Kassakhian entered the meeting. 

Chair Ortega addressed the following:  Other Matters and Reports.   

54432  Chair Ortega asked if there were any corrections to the report of events attended by 
Directors at Metropolitan's expense during the month of March, as previously posted and 
distributed to the Board. None were made.  
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54433  Chair Ortega referred to the Chair’s monthly report, which was previously posted and 
distributed to the Board. In addition, ceremonies were held at the San Diego County Water 
Authority regarding the water exchange, the board leadership visits to the Central Arizona 
aqueduct, and the Desert facilities. Metropolitan is celebrating Earth Week from April 19 
through April 25th, Administrative Professionals Day on April 22nd, Armenian History Month, 
and the release of the climate action plan progress report. Chair Ortega asked if there were 
any questions or comments to the report. None were made. 

54434  General Manager Deshmukh thanks former Congresswoman Grace Napolitano for 
visiting Metropolitan and her leadership. In addition, update on the Colorado River Tours, 
Imperial Irrigation District visit, Earth Day and Administrative Professionals celebrations, 
upcoming Cannon Michael, Northern California Water Association joining the Executive 
Committee, and the upcoming vote on the next year's fiscal budget. 

Chair Ortega announced during the May committee meetings that the General Manager will 
present a vision for Metropolitan and a report on his first 100 days. 

54435  General Counsel Scully, in addition to her written report, reported as part of her 
business plan her office assists the board and general manager in implementing their priorities. 
She highlighted Patty Quilizapa’s work on the budget and rates and thanked her legal staff, 
Patty Quilizapa and Betty Kuo Brinton, for their work on the budget adoption and for ensuring 
the motions are presented clearly for the board vote. 

54436  General Auditor Suzuki stated he has nothing to add to his written report. 

54437  Ethics Officer Salinas, in addition to his written report, announced that Metropolitan is 
being recognized with the Certificate of Transparency of Excellence. Chris Palmer, Senior 
Public Affairs Field Coordinator with California Special Districts Association, presented Mr. 
Salinas with the certificate. 

Chair Ortega announced the board will take the vote on Item 8-1. Committee Chair Miller read 
the motion into the record and moved the motion, and Board Vice Chair Pressman seconded 
the motion. 

The following Director(s) asked questions or made comments: 

Director(s) 
1. Sutley

Chair Ortega called for a vote on Board Item 8-1 M.I. No. 54430. 
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The following is a record of the vote:  

The motion to approve Board Item 8-1 (M.I. No. 54430) passed by a vote of 420,376 ayes; 0 
noes; 0 abstain; 0 not voting; and 4,610 absent. 

Record of Vote on Item: 8-1

Member Agency Total Votes Director Present Yes
Yes
Vote No

No
Vote Abstain

Abstain 
Vote

Anaheim 6706 Faessel x x 6706
Beverly Hills 4853 Pressman x x 4853
Burbank 3416 Ramos x x 3416
Calleguas Municipal Water District 14206 McMillan x x 14206
Central Basin Municipal Water District 21215 Garza x x 10608

Crawford x x 10608
Subtotal: 21215

Compton 718 McCoy x x 718
Eastern Municipal Water District 14725 Paule x x 14725
Foothill Municipal Water District 2444 Bryant x x 2444
Fullerton 2840 Jung x x 2840
Glendale 4326 Kassakhian x x 4326
Inland Empire Utilities Agency 18220 Camacho x x 18220
Las Virgenes 3346 Lewitt x x 3346
Long Beach 7105 Cordero x x 7105
Los Angeles 86834 Sutley x x 28945

Petersen
Quinn x x 28945
Vacant
Douglas x x 28945

Subtotal: 86834
Municipal Water Dist. of Orange County 71574 Ackerman x x 17894

Seckel x x 17894
Crane x x 17894
Erdman x x 17894

Subtotal: 71574
Pasadena 4190 Kurtz x x 4190
San Diego County Water Authority 73565 Fong-Sakai x x 18391

Denham x x 18391
Miller x x 18391
Katz x x 18391

Subtotal: 73565
San Fernando 288 Ortega x x 288
San Marino 878 Shepherd Romey
Santa Ana 3732 Phan
Santa Monica 5256 Gold x x 5256
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 9536 De Jesus x x 9536
Torrance 3949 Jay x x 3949
Upper San Gabriel Valley Mun. Wat. Dist. 14772 Fellow x x 14772
West Basin Municipal Water District 29790 Alvarez x x 29790

Gray
Subtotal: 29790

Western Municipal Water District 16502 Dennstedt x x 16502
Total 424986 420376
Present and not voting
Absent 4610
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54438  Approve minutes of the Board of Directors of February 10, 2026, and March 10, 2026, 
and Board of Directors Workshop on Finance, Affordability, Asset Management, and Efficiency 
of February 24, 2026, and March 24, 2026 (Item 6A). No comments or questions. 

54439  Approve and appoint Committee Assignments. Approved Ad Hoc Committee on 
Executive Performance and appointed as members Board Vice Chairs Michael Camacho, 
Juan Garza, Barry Pressman, and Nancy Sutley (Item 6B).  

54440  Authorize an agreement with Computer Aid, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $397,628 
for the Enterprise IT Software Asset Management module implementation services (Item 7-1) 

54441  Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration and take related CEQA actions for the Casa 
Loma Siphon No. 1 and San Jacinto Pipeline Protection Project, and approved the project for 
CEQA purposes (Item 7-2). 

54442  Approve the attached salary schedules (Item 7-3). 

54443  Review and consider the Final Environmental Impact Report certified by the City of 
Fontana together with information contained in the Westgate Specific Plan FEIR Addendum for 
the Westgate Specific Plan and take related actions, and authorized the General Manager to 
grant permanent easements to the City of Fontana for public road and utility purposes on 
Metropolitan fee-owned property in the City of Fontana and further identified as San 
Bernardino County Assessor Parcel Number 0228-012-04, 0228-092-18 and 0228-021-026 
(Item 7-4). 

54444  Approve amendments to the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
Administrative Code to modify the processes for Department Head evaluation, performance 
expectations, and annual business planning (Item 7-6). 

54445  Approve staff to take the necessary steps to rename the March 31 holiday (Item 7-7). 

Chair Ortega called on Directors to state any recusals, abstentions, and disclosures on 
Consent Calendar Items 7-1 through 7-4, Items 7-6 through 7-7. 

Chair Ortega asked if Directors wanted to hear the presentation or questions on Item 7-6. 
None were made. 

Chair Ortega announced we will consider the Consent Calendar Items 6A, 6B, 7-1 through 7-4, 
Items 7-6 through 7-7. 

Director Katz moved, seconded by Director McCoy, that the Board approve the Consent 
Calendar Items 6A, 6B, 7-1 through 7-4, item 7-6 through 7-7. 

Chair Ortega called for a vote for the Consent Calendar Items 6A, 6B, 7-1 through 7-4, item 7-
6 through 7-7. 



Minutes 7 April 14, 2026 

The following is a record of the vote:  

The motion to approve the Consent Calendar Items 6A, 6B, 7-1 through 7-4, item 7-6 through 
7-7 (M.I. No. 54438 through 54445) passed by a vote of 420,376 ayes; 0 noes; 0 abstain; 0 
not voting; and 4,610 absent. 

Record of Vote on Consent Item(s): 6A, 6B, 7-1 through 7-4, and 7-6 and 7-7

Member Agency
Total 
Votes Director Present Yes

Yes
Vote No

No
Vote Abstain

Abstain 
Vote

Anaheim 6706 Faessel x x 6706
Beverly Hills 4853 Pressman x x 4853
Burbank 3416 Ramos x x 3416
Calleguas Municipal Water District 14206 McMillan x x 14206
Central Basin Municipal Water District 21215 Garza x x 10608

Crawford x x 10608
Subtotal: 21215

Compton 718 McCoy x x 718
Eastern Municipal Water District 14725 Paule x x 14725
Foothill Municipal Water District 2444 Bryant x x 2444
Fullerton 2840 Jung x x 2840
Glendale 4326 Kassakhian x x 4326
Inland Empire Utilities Agency 18220 Camacho x x 18220
Las Virgenes 3346 Lewitt x x 3346
Long Beach 7105 Cordero x x 7105
Los Angeles 86834 Sutley x x 28945

Petersen
Quinn x x 28945
Vacant
Douglas x x 28945

Subtotal: 86834
Municipal Water Dist. of Orange County 71574 Ackerman x x 17894

Seckel x x 17894
Crane x x 17894
Erdman x x 17894

Subtotal: 71574
Pasadena 4190 Kurtz x x 4190
San Diego County Water Authority 73565 Fong-Sakai x x 18391

Denham x x 18391
Miller x x 18391
Katz x x 18391

Subtotal: 73565
San Fernando 288 Ortega x x 288
San Marino 878 Shepherd Romey
Santa Ana 3732 Phan
Santa Monica 5256 Gold x x 5256
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 9536 De Jesus x x 9536
Torrance 3949 Jay x x 3949
Upper San Gabriel Valley Mun. Wat. Dist. 14772 Fellow x x 14772
West Basin Municipal Water District 29790 Alvarez x x 29790

Gray
Subtotal: 29790

Western Municipal Water District 16502 Dennstedt x x 16502
Total 424986 420376
Present and not voting
Absent 4610
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Chair Ortega called on Directors to state any recusals, abstentions, and disclosures on Board 
Items 8-2 through 8-5. 

54446  Appropriate $1.025 billion for projects identified in the CIP Appendix for FYs 2026/27 
and 2027/28; and authorized the General Manager to initiate or continue work on the capital 
projects described in the CIP Appendix for FYs 2026/27 and 2027/28, subject to any limits on 
the General Manager’s authority and CEQA requirements (Board Item 8-2). 

Chair Ortega asked if any Directors want to discuss and/or vote separately on Board Action 
Item 8-2. None were made. 

Director Erdman moved, seconded by Director Faessel, that the Board approve Board  
Item 8-2. 

Chair Ortega called for a vote to approve Board Item 8-2. 
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The following is a record of the vote:  

The motion to approve the Board Items 8-2 (M.I. No. 54446) passed by a vote of 420,376 
ayes; 0 noes; 0 abstain; 0 not voting; and 4,610 absent. 

Record of Vote on Item: 8-2

Member Agency Total Votes Director Present Yes
Yes
Vote No

No
Vote Abstain

Abstain 
Vote

Anaheim 6706 Faessel x x 6706
Beverly Hills 4853 Pressman x x 4853
Burbank 3416 Ramos x x 3416
Calleguas Municipal Water District 14206 McMillan x x 14206
Central Basin Municipal Water District 21215 Garza x x 10608

Crawford x x 10608
Subtotal: 21215

Compton 718 McCoy x x 718
Eastern Municipal Water District 14725 Paule x x 14725
Foothill Municipal Water District 2444 Bryant x x 2444
Fullerton 2840 Jung x x 2840
Glendale 4326 Kassakhian x x 4326
Inland Empire Utilities Agency 18220 Camacho x x 18220
Las Virgenes 3346 Lewitt x x 3346
Long Beach 7105 Cordero x x 7105
Los Angeles 86834 Sutley x x 28945

Petersen
Quinn x x 28945
Vacant
Douglas x x 28945

Subtotal: 86834
Municipal Water Dist. of Orange County 71574 Ackerman x x 17894

Seckel x x 17894
Crane x x 17894
Erdman x x 17894

Subtotal: 71574
Pasadena 4190 Kurtz x x 4190
San Diego County Water Authority 73565 Fong-Sakai x x 18391

Denham x x 18391
Miller x x 18391
Katz x x 18391

Subtotal: 73565
San Fernando 288 Ortega x x 288
San Marino 878 Shepherd Romey
Santa Ana 3732 Phan
Santa Monica 5256 Gold x x 5256
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 9536 De Jesus x x 9536
Torrance 3949 Jay x x 3949
Upper San Gabriel Valley Mun. Wat. Dist. 14772 Fellow x x 14772
West Basin Municipal Water District 29790 Alvarez x x 29790

Gray
Subtotal: 29790

Western Municipal Water District 16502 Dennstedt x x 16502
Total 424986 420376
Present and not voting
Absent 4610
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54447  Authorize a new agricultural lease agreement with Martini Companies, LLC, for rice 
farming and related uses on portions of Metropolitan-owned real property in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Bay Delta known as Webb Tract according to the price and terms given in closed 
session (Board Item 8-3). 

54448  Authorize the Operational Shift Cost-Offset Program and delegated the General 
Manager authority to activate the Program and execute agreements with Member Agencies 
(Board Item 8-4). 

54450  Adopt Metropolitan’s Disruption Policy outlining procedures for recessing and 
reconvening meetings during telephonic or internet service disruptions (Board Item 8-5). 

Chair Ortega asked in lieu of the presentation, are there any questions on Item 8-5. None were 
made. 

Chair Ortega asked if any Directors want to discuss Board Action Items 8-3 or 8-4 in closed 
session. None were made. 

Chair Ortega asked if any Directors object to voting on the Board Action Items 8-3 through 8-5 
together. None were made. 

Director Miller moved, seconded by Director Pressman, that the Board approve Board  
Items 8-3 through 8-5. 

Chair Ortega called for a vote to approve Board Items 8-3 through 8-5. 
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The following is a record of the vote:  

The motion to approve the Board Items 8-3 through 8-5 (M.I. No. 54447 through 54450) 
passed by a vote of 420,376 ayes; 0 noes; 0 abstain; 0 not voting; and 4,610 absent.  
Chair Ortega if there was any discussion on Item 9-1 through 9-5. No requests were made.  

Record of Vote on Item: 8-3 thru 8-5

Member Agency Total Votes Director Present Yes
Yes
Vote No

No
Vote Abstain

Abstain 
Vote

Anaheim 6706 Faessel x x 6706
Beverly Hills 4853 Pressman x x 4853
Burbank 3416 Ramos x x 3416
Calleguas Municipal Water District 14206 McMillan x x 14206
Central Basin Municipal Water District 21215 Garza x x 10608

Crawford x x 10608
Subtotal: 21215

Compton 718 McCoy x x 718
Eastern Municipal Water District 14725 Paule x x 14725
Foothill Municipal Water District 2444 Bryant x x 2444
Fullerton 2840 Jung x x 2840
Glendale 4326 Kassakhian x x 4326
Inland Empire Utilities Agency 18220 Camacho x x 18220
Las Virgenes 3346 Lewitt x x 3346
Long Beach 7105 Cordero x x 7105
Los Angeles 86834 Sutley x x 28945

Petersen
Quinn x x 28945
Vacant
Douglas x x 28945

Subtotal: 86834
Municipal Water Dist. of Orange County 71574 Ackerman x x 17894

Seckel x x 17894
Crane x x 17894
Erdman x x 17894

Subtotal: 71574
Pasadena 4190 Kurtz x x 4190
San Diego County Water Authority 73565 Fong-Sakai x x 18391

Denham x x 18391
Miller x x 18391
Katz x x 18391

Subtotal: 73565
San Fernando 288 Ortega x x 288
San Marino 878 Shepherd Romey
Santa Ana 3732 Phan
Santa Monica 5256 Gold x x 5256
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 9536 De Jesus x x 9536
Torrance 3949 Jay x x 3949
Upper San Gabriel Valley Mun. Wat. Dist. 14772 Fellow x x 14772
West Basin Municipal Water District 29790 Alvarez x x 29790

Gray
Subtotal: 29790

Western Municipal Water District 16502 Dennstedt x x 16502
Total 424986 420376
Present and not voting
Absent 4610
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54451  Chair Ortega asked if there were any Follow-Up Items. No requests were made. 

54452  There being no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 3:51 p.m. 

LOIS FONG-SAKAI 
BOARD SECRETARY 

ADÁN ORTEGA, JR. 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD 
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