MINUTES
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
January 21 and 23, 2025

53923 The Executive Committee and Board of Directors of The Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California met in a special session on Tuesday, January 21, 2025.

Chair Ortega called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m.

Director Kassakhian stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for iliness.
Director Lefevre stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause caretaker.

53924 Board Secretary Fong-Sakai administered the roll call. Those responding
present were: Directors Alvarez, Armstrong (teleconference posted location available for
the public), Bryant, Camacho, Cordero, Dennstedt, Fellow, Fong-Sakai, Garza, Gold,
Goldberg, Jung (teleconference posted location available for the public), Kassakhian
(AB2449-Just Cause), Kurtz, Lefevre (AB2449-Just Cause), Lewitt, Luna, McCoy,
Ortega, and Sutley.

Board Secretary Fong-Sakai declared a quorum present.
Director Dick stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for illness.
Director Petersen stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for illness.

Directors entered the meeting after the roll call: Directors Ackerman, De Jesus, Dick
(AB2449 — Just Cause), Erdman, Gray, McMillan, Miller, Petersen (AB2449-Just Cause),
Phan (teleconference posted location available for the public), Pressman, Quinn, Ramos,
and Seckel.

Those not responding were: Directors Crawford, Douglas, Faessel, Katz, Morris, and
Phan.

53925 Chair Ortega invited members of the public to address the limited to the items
listed on the agenda (in-person and via teleconference).

Name Affiliation Comment
1. Adel Hagekhalil Metropolitan Employee Items 6a-b and 7a-c

2. Kerry Garvis Wright Attorney at Glaser Weil Items 6a-b and 7a-c
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45. Brandy Vanderjack Metropolitan Employee Items 6a-b and 7a-c
46. Lauren Saber Former Chief Sustainability Items 6a-b and 7a-c
O’Connor City of LA
47. Caty Wagner Reading Comments for Items 6a-b and 7a-c
Ellen Mackey Metropolitan
Employee

Directors Ackerman, Dick (AB2449 — Just Cause), Erdman, Gray, McMillan, Miller,
Petersen (AB2449-Just Cause), Pressman, Quinn, Ramos, and Seckel entered the
meeting.

Chair Ortega made a statement on the status of General Manager Hagekhalil.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ITEMS
5. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS - ACTION

A. Approve the draft of the Committee and Board meeting agendas and schedule for
February 2025.

Chair Ortega asked if there were any additions or deletions to the February 2025 draft
packet. No comments were made.

Chair Ortega called for the vote on Item 5A.

Director Camacho made a motion, seconded by Director Garza, to approve the consent
calendar Item 5A as listed.

The vote was:

Ayes: Directors Armstrong, Camacho, Cordero, Erdman, Fong-Sakai, Garza,
Goldberg, Gray, Jung, Luna, McCoy, Ortega, Pressman, Quinn, and
Sutley.

Abstention:  None

Recusal: None

Absent: De Jesus

The motion for Items 5A passed by a vote of 15 ayes; 0 noes; 0 abstention; and 1
absent.

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF DIRECTOR ITEMS

INFORMATION ITEMS

The following Director(s) asked questions or made comments:
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Director(s)
1. Gold

Chair Ortega called the meeting into closed session to discuss Agenda ltems 6a, 6b, 7a,
7b, and 7c.

53926 Review and report on five completed investigations involving the General
Manager, which include allegations of Equal Employment Opportunity policy and Ethics
Policy violations by the General Manager [Public employee performance evaluation:
General Manager, to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957].
(Agenda ltem 6a)

53927 Report on two claims presented involving the General Manager and a pending
investigation regarding one of the claims [Conference with legal counsel— anticipated
litigation; based on existing facts and circumstances of receipt of claims pursuant to the
Government Claims Act (Gov’t Code § 910 et seq.) on behalf of two individuals
threatening litigation, there is significant exposure to litigation against Metropolitan; two
potential cases; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section
54956.9(d)(2)]. (Agenda Item 6b)

ACTION ITEMS

53928 Consider action regarding General Manager’s paid administrative leave status
[Public employee performance evaluation: General Manager, to be heard in closed
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957]. (Agenda Item 7a)

53929 General Manager Performance Evaluation [Public employee performance
evaluation: General Manager, to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code
Section 54957]. (Agenda ltem 7b)

53930 Public Employee Discipline/Dismissal/Release [To be heard in closed session
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957]. (Agenda Item 7c)

The Board returned to open session. Chair Ortega called on Assistant General Counsel
Torres to report on the closed session.

Mr. Torres reported that no action was taken in closed session on Items 6a, 6b, 7b, and

7c. On Item 7a the Board voted to extend administrative leave for General Manager until
January 23, 2025, and to continue the Joint Special Executive Committee and Board of

Directors Meeting until January 23, 2025.
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53931 Chair Ortega announced that the meeting will be adjourned until January 23,
2025.

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF DIRECTOR ITEMS
ADJOURNED MEETING- CONTINUATION OF THE JANUARY 21, 2025 MEETING

53932 The Executive Committee and Board of Directors of The Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California met in an adjourned special session on Thursday, January
23, 2025.

Chair Ortega called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

Director Kassakhian stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for iliness.

Director Petersen stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for illness.

Director Faessel stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for caretaker.
Director Dick stated that he is using AB 2449 just cause for illness.

53933 Board Executive Secretary Hudson administered the roll call. Those responding
present were: Directors Ackerman (teleconference posted location available for the
public), Armstrong (teleconference posted location available for the public), Bryant,
Camacho, Cordero (teleconference posted location available for the public), Crawford,
De Jesus (teleconference posted location available for the public), Dennstedt, Erdman,
Faessel (teleconference posted location available for the public), Fellow, Garza, Gold,
Goldberg, Gray (teleconference posted location available for the public), Jung
(teleconference posted location available for the public), Kassakhian (AB2449-Just
Cause), Kurtz, Lefevre (AB2449-Just Cause), Lewitt, Luna, McCoy, McMillan, Ortega,
Petersen, Pressman (teleconference posted location available for the public), Quinn,
Ramos, and Sutley.

Board Executive Secretary Hudson declared a quorum present.

Directors entered the meeting after the roll call: Directors Dick (AB2449- Just Cause)
and Fong-Sakai (teleconference posted location available for the public), Miller
(teleconference posted location available for the public), and Phan (teleconference
posted location available for the public).

Those not responding were: Directors Alvarez, Douglas, Katz, Morris, and Seckel.

Chair Ortega called the meeting into closed session to discuss Agenda Items 6a, 6b, 7a,
7b, and 7c.

53926 Review and report on five completed investigations involving the General
Manager, which include allegations of Equal Employment Opportunity policy and Ethics
Policy violations by the General Manager [Public employee performance evaluation:
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General Manager, to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957].
(Agenda ltem 6a)

53927 Report on two claims presented involving the General Manager and a pending
investigation regarding one of the claims [Conference with legal counsel— anticipated
litigation; based on existing facts and circumstances of receipt of claims pursuant to the
Government Claims Act (Gov’t Code § 910 et seq.) on behalf of two individuals
threatening litigation, there is significant exposure to litigation against Metropolitan; two
potential cases; to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code Section
54956.9(d)(2)]. (Agenda Item 6b)

ACTION ITEMS

53928 Consider action regarding General Manager’s paid administrative leave status
[Public employee performance evaluation: General Manager, to be heard in closed
session pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957]. (Agenda Item 7a)

53929 General Manager Performance Evaluation [Public employee performance
evaluation: General Manager, to be heard in closed session pursuant to Gov. Code
Section 54957]. (Agenda Item 7b)

53930 Public Employee Discipline/Dismissal/Release [To be heard in closed session
pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957]. (Agenda Item 7c)

The Board returned to open session in closed session. Chair Ortega called on Assistant
General Counsel Torres to report on the closed session.

Mr. Torres reported that no action was taken in closed session on Items 6a, 6b, 7b, and
7c. Item 7a the Board voted to extend administrative leave for General Manager until the
next board meeting.

53934 Chair Ortega asked if there were any Follow-up Items. There were none.

53935 Chair Ortega asked if there were any Future Agenda ltems.

Director McMillian left the meeting.
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53936 There being no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 11:31 a.m.

Liokitn O Hetaon

RICKITA HUDSON
BOARD EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

CHCH -

ADAN ORTEGA, JR.
CHAIR OF THE BOARD



