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Non-
Functional 
Turf (NFT) 

Efforts

Advancing Regional Non-functional Removal

• Incentives-based

• Grants

• Sample ordinance / Board resolution

• Passed in 2022

• New water allocation methodology for 
NFT in drought emergency
• Data gathering underway

• State legislation

• Part of 2023 legislative strategic plan



Non-functional Turf Removal Incentives



Turf 
Replacement 

Program 
Incentive 
Structure 

Change

Potential Increase in Turf Replacement 
Incentive
• $4 million in grants received to increase 

incentive 
• CII - $3 sq.ft.
• Funding exhausted within 30 days

• Public Agency - $4 sq.ft.
• Continue to seek outside funding to 

achieve effort
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CII and Public Agency Turf Replacement Applications Received
(2021-2023)

CII Applications Received PA Turf Applications Received



Non-functional Turf Ordinance Development



Non-
Functional 

Turf 
Ordinance 

Development

What Did Metropolitan do to 
Encourage Ordinance Adoption?

• Cities have water efficiency ordinances
• Most have permanent ban section

• Metropolitan provided sample language 
to be added

• Metropolitan Board resolution 
encouraging adoption of ordinance 
language



Planetscape AI Turf Dashboard



Planetscape 
AI Turf 

Dashboard

Understanding Turf Prevalence in MWD 
Service Area
• Utilize turf dashboard development by 

Planetscape AI for future planning
• How much turf is there?
• Where is it located?
• How much is really NFT?

• Second year agreement to refine 
dashboard and add retailer data



Approximately 9.5 Billion Square Feet of Established Turf 
within MWD service area



Output Tables Listed in Order of Highest Use



Over Half of Established Turf is on Residential Property



Category Selection Allows for Customized NFT Calculations



Parcel Groups Listed by Turf Square Footage



Underserved Community Overlay Available



Legislation to 
Ban Watering of Non-Functional Turf



Non-
Functional 

Turf 
Legislation

AB 1572

• Introduced by Assembly Member Friedman
• Bans the use of potable water for the 

irrigation of NFT on CII properties
• Requires SWRCB to develop compliance 

and certification procedures
• Requires annual compliance audits for 

two hydrologic regions
• NFT is defined as turf not designated by a 

property owner or government agency for 
recreational use or public assembly



Next Steps

• Continue to seek outside funding for turf 
replacement incentives

• Continue to promote draft ordinance 
language to member agencies and retailers

• Continue work with Planetscape AI to refine 
turf dashboard

• Discuss possible support of AB 1572 with 
Board and member agency staff




